Episcopal Church

a beacon in the beart of Montgomery

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2026, 10:30 A.M.

THE FirrH SUNDAY OF LLENT

Hovry EucHarist: RiTE 11

THE PRELUDE Out of the Depths Have I Called To Thee, O Lord J.S. Bach
When 1 Survey the Wondrous Cross Healey Willan
THE OPENING HYMN 448 O love, how deep, how broad, how high
THE PENITENTIAL ORDER BCP p. 351
Celebrant Blessed be God who forgives all our sins.
Pegple  His mercy endures for ever.
All kneel.

Hear the commandments of God to his people:

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.

Amen. Lord have mercy.
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.



You shall not commit murdet.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

The celebrant offers the following sentence

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 7 John 1:8,9

The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THe KYRIE
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.
Pegple And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections
of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire
what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our
hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Tue First LEssoN: EzEkIEL 37:1-14 All sit.

A Reading from Ezekiel.

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of
bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley,
and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says
the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to
its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he
said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: 1
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your



graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken
and will act, says the Lord.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
Pegple  Thanks be to God.

Psarm 130 Sung by the choir.

'Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lotd;
Lotd, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
“If you, Lotd, were to note what is done amiss, *
O Lotd, who could stand?
*For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.
‘I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord,
more than watchmen for the morning, *
more than watchmen for the morning.
0 Tsrael, wait for the Lord, *
for with the Lord there is mercy;
"with him there is plenteous redemption, *
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

TuE EpisTLE: ROMANS 8:6-11

A Reading from Paul's Letter to the Romans.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is
life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God;
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is
life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Reader The Wotd of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN 567 Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old

THE GOSPEL: JouN 11:1-6, 17-27 All stand.

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he
stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of
the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary
stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lotd, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you
ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him,
“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?”” She said to him, “Yes, Lotrd, I believe that you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

Priest 'The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Dr. Duncan Johnston Al sit

THE NiceNE CREED (BCP p. 358) All stand,

The Celebrant and people say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Al kneel as able.

Celebrant
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray
especially for Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, our Presiding Bishop,
Glenda our Bishop, for Richard our Bishop-Elect, for Duncan & Mark our
priests, and for Stewart our seminarian.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. For our
President Donald, our Governor Kay, and our Mayor Steven; for members of
our state legislature, and our national representatives and senators, that there
may be respectful and wise governance for the welfare of our nation and of the
world; and for victims of violence and conflict, and for members of the military
and those serving overseas, especially Ben and Eric.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely liked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit;
especially . Give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring
them the joy of your salvation.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially those for whom the
altar flowers have been given, for ; that your will for them may be
tulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal

kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

THE PEACE The people stand to greet one another.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.



THE HOLY COMMUNION Al sit.

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee K. Lee Scott

All stand as the offertory is brought up to the altar.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (PRAYER A, (BCP r. 361) Al stand.

Celebrant  'The Lotd be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant et us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through
Jesus Christ our Lord; you bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and
prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works
of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to
the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you.
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
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All kneel as able.
Celebrant

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you,
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our

human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and pegple
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Pegple  Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Celebrant presents the holy gifts to the congregation saying

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

The priest receives the Sacrament, and then serves the peaple with these words:
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen.
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen.

You are very welcome to receive Holy Communion if you have been baptized in any
Christian church. Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar
rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.

Commmunnion is offered in both kinds at the communion rail or station on the floor.
Commmunicants may receive the wine by intinction or by drinking directly from the cup.

Tue AcNus DEI

Lanb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

THE PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) Al kneel as able.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Go now, and press on in the path to which God has called you.
Do not get caught up in the things of the past,

ot in the things that the world prizes,

but welcome the new things God is doing,

and take the new paths that open through the places of death.
And may God pour life-giving waters into your wilderness;
May Christ Jesus make you his own;

And may the Holy Spirit strengthen you

for the race that lies before you. Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN 439 What wondrous love is this

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Peaple Thanks be to God.

Tue POSTLUDE O Sacred Head Now Wonunded Johann Gottfried Walther

Copyright 2026, Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission.



TODAY’S SERVERS

Clergy: The Rev. Dr. Duncan Johnston, Recfor

The Rev. Mark E. Waldo, Jr., Associate Rector
Director of Children’s Formation: Sarah Collier
Director of Youth Ministries: |.R. Marshall
Organist: Joel Gregory
Acolytes: Burton Holmes, John Morgan Longshore, Robert Marshall, Lawton
McCollum
Altar Guild: James Rinehart
Lector and Intercessor: Ashley Hamlett, Scott Mitchell
Eucharistic Ministers: William Haynes, Mary Hughes, Radney Ramsey
Ushers/Greeters: Libby Beck, Sommerville Hill, Liam McMullan, Cole Wise
Flower Guild: Betsy Cannon, Mary Martin Mitchell, Libby Weatherly
Flower Delivery Team: Jeanne Drummond, Debbie & George Wakefield
Videographer: Ken Kline

Altar Flowers are given in memory of: Josephine Barnes Smith, Junius Bragg

Smith, Sr., Junius Bragg Smith, Jr., Virginia Gunter Orvis, Homer Waitstill Ozrvis,

Dora Pratt Barnes, Eugenia Bragg Smith, Henry Paul Haas, Dora Smith Haas,
Nancy Inge Eskridge, Ira Hibbett Eskridge, Jr.

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners:

Laura Brendle, Rick Durden, Marla Foster, Carolyn Fillmore, Anne Hill,

Emily Crump Johannes, Valinda Johnson, Carma Marks, Richard McCrory, Pat
McDonald, Eddie McDowell, Martha Collier Mosely, Cameron Napier, Bud
Nason, Elizabeth Potter, Shirley Price, Constance Rodgers, Sarah Spratling,
Debbie Steindorff, Barbara Wallace, Florence Young

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Gail Alsobrook, Mac Burton,
Lizzy Dickens, David Earnest, John Ferguson, Bob Geddie, Mark Grantham,
Roger Holliday, Stephanie Holmes, Josie Lee, Charles Lewis, Nicole Lusk,
Margaret Moore, Karen Pacheco, Pat Patterson, Serge Ruffato, Ron Skoneki,
Johnny Smith, Madera Spencer, Chandler Taylor, Connie Thomas, Katherine
Weidner, Frank Winkler, Ross Wisnewski, Sharon Carney Wright

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer.

Pastoral Care Team for March: Kitty Coleman, Kathie Mangum,
Mary Simmons, Mary Ward Wisnewski

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Easter Flower Donations

If you would like to contribute money toward decorating the church for Easter, you
may do so by either writing a check to St. John’s or giving via Tithely. If you would
like to add honorarium or memorial names, please email to
emily@stjohnsmontgomery.org. All memorial & honorarium names will be included

in Easter bulletins. Please return names & donations by Monday, March 30.

Lenten Lunch Series: Encounters with Jesus

Join us for a Lenten Lunch Series at St. John’s on Wednesdays during Lent at 12:05
p.m. Each week we will gather for midday prayer followed by a short message
reflecting on Encounters with Jesus in John’s Gospel—stories that invite us to slow
down, listen, and notice how Christ meets people where they are. A simple soup
lunch will be served for $6 following the service. Come nourish your spirit and your

body in the midst of the Lenten season.

Lenten Dinner Series: Lost for Words

Join us for a Lenten Dinner Teaching Series at St. John’s beginning Wednesday,
February 25, at 6 p.m. Each week, a full dinner will be served for donations, followed
by a thoughtful teaching exploring a question many are asking: Why has the church

lost relevance—and what can we do about it?

Over the five middle Wednesdays of Lent, Lost for Words will take an honest look
at the causes of church decline in America and invite us into new ways of witnessing
to Christ in our own time and place. Topics will include integrity, empathy,
substance, cultural awareness, and discovering where God is already at work beyond
church walls. Come for good food, meaningful conversation, and renewed hope for
the church.

Living Well through Lent

You’re invited to join a Lenten small group hosted by Marney Gatrzon, gathering
weekly throughout Lent for prayerful reflection and conversation. The group begins
Sunday, February 22, at 6:00 p.m. at Marney’s home, 2453 E. Cloverdale Park. Please
park in the back and enter through the back door.

The group will use this year’s Lenten devotional booklet as a guide. A PDF version
is available on the St. John’s website.



Join a Guild at St. John's

St. John’s is blessed with many opportunities to serve, and we invite you to share
your time and talents by joining one of our church guilds.

Guilds are at the heart of our parish life. They support our worship, care for our
community, and help us live out Christ’s call to love and serve.

Some of the Guilds and Committees in need of volunteers include:

® Altar Guild - contact Kitty Coleman or Chuck Moore

® I'lower Guild - contact Jean Smyth

® Reception - contact Libby Beck

® Pastoral Care - contact Virginia Banister

No experience is required — training and guidance are provided. Whether you
can serve occasionally or regularly, there is a place for you.

Feel free to contact the committee chair with any questions or you may contact
Christine Kline by email at firefamily1991(@gmail.com

Come serve. Come belong. Come grow in faith.

Education for Ministry Opportunity at St. John's

Education for Ministry (EfM) is a four-year small-group formation program
from the University of the South in Sewanee, designed for lay people secking a
deeper understanding of Scripture, church history, and theology, as well as those
discerning a call to ordained ministry. An EfM seminar group is forming at St.
John’s for Fall 2026 with 810 participants. To learn more, visit efm.sewanee.
edu or speak with the rector.

Compline Service at Church of the Ascension

The Church of the Ascension offers a beautiful Compline service every third
Sunday of the month at 7:30 p.m. This quiet, candlelit service of night prayer
lasts 30 minutes and offers a peaceful way to end the day. The service is sung by
Encore, Ascension’s a cappella men’s choir, whose music is both haunting and
beautiful. The atmosphere is reflective and timeless—at moments it even feels a
bit medieval. All are welcome to attend this prayerful and contemplative service.

THE Er1sScOPAL DIOCESE OF ALABAMA

The Right Rev. Glenda Curry, Bishop of Alabama
The Rev. Richard Lawson, Bishop-elect

St. JOHN’S CLERGY & STAFFE

The Rev. Duncan H. Johnston, DMin, Rector

The Rev. Mark E. Waldo, Jr. Associate Rector

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation
J.R. Marshall, Director of Youth Ministries

Emily Howard, Director of Communications
Constance Rodgers, Assistant to the Rector

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Superintendent

VESTRY AND OFFICERS

Bill Eskridge, Senior Warden
Florence Tyson, [unior Warden
Richard Bradford, Treasurer

Class of 2026: Elizabeth Lawlor, Liam McMullan, Mary Martin Mitchell,
Ashley Roseboro, Cole Wise

Class of 2027: Richard Anderson, Jon Dailey, Bill Johnson, Jim Marshall 111,
Karen Westhauser

Class of 2028: Libby Beck, Tracey Campbell, Sommerville Hill, Ken Kline,
Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman



St Jobn’ is a beacon of light in the

We’re glad you are at St. John’s today.
Whether you are visiting for the first time or attending regularly,
you ate a part of the St. John’s family.

Visitor Card
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Online Giving

"-i:,llI .L21 I you wish to make a gift to St. John’s,
Stl®  our online giving portal makes it easier than ever.
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