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Youth Sunday & Parish Picnic 

Sunday, April 15 

Following the 10:30 service 

  

Bring a dessert to share,  

hot dogs, hamburgers and sides provided. 

Water games, bouncy houses and more will be 

 available for the children!  

 

*Bring swimsuits and beach towels for children. 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church  

Easter Day 

EMP T Y  TOM B  

April  1 , 2018 

Eagle 
St. John’s 

“Have you not known, have you not heard 
those who wait for the Lord shall mount 

up with wings like eagles.” 

 Isaiah 40:28,31 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
113 Madison Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
334-262-1937 
Fax: 334-262-1931 
  
Rector:  
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
  

Associate Rector: 
Candice B. Frazer 
Jamie Osborne 
 

Priest Associate 
Deonna D. Neal 
  

Staff: 
Libby Poole 
     Financial Administrator 
Fay Worrilow 
     Parish Secretary 
Anne Tippett 
     Assistant to the Rector 
  

Christian Formation 
Sarah Collier 
     Director of Children’s Christian    
     Formation 
Joleen George 
     Director of Youth Ministries 
  

Music: 
Joel Gregory 
     Organist and Choirmaster 
  

Maintenance: 
Mike Jarrell, Superintendent 
Myron Smoke 
   

Vestry of St. John’s: 
Jim Marshall III, Sr. Warden   
Bill Eskridge, Jr. Warden 
 

Class of 2019 
Ashley Hamlett 
Betty Mathews 
Dee Moody 
Chuck Moore 
Dudley Perry 
Geoff Stough 
 

Class of 2020 
Dick Arrington 
Georgia Holmes 
Austin Huffaker 
Alice Longshore 
Jean Smyth 
Bob Young 
 

Class of 2021 
Virginia Banister 
Richard Bradford 
Kathryn Dailey 
Mike Jenkins 
Jimmy McLemore 
Stephanie Norrell 
Todd Westhauser  
 

Treasurer 
Helen Wells 
 
Clerk of the Vestry 
Anne Tippett 

Every year I am still surprised, as I read the various 
Easter accounts, that the news of the resurrection is 
not met with joy and happiness. At first there is 
only confusion and fear. The women go to the tomb 
to anoint the body and the tomb is empty. Their first 
reaction is not to assume that Jesus has been raised 
from the dead and that God has acted to forgive the 
horrible deeds which led to the crucifixion. What 
they see at first is just more horror. The many ques-
tions they have after their leader has been killed get 
more complicated with the empty tomb. What has 
happened? What else has gone wrong? Has some-
one stolen the body to further disgrace Jesus? Was 
this all a bad dream? The women are stunned. The 
men are too, when they are told of the empty tomb. 
Even after others have seen the risen Jesus, those 
who have not had that personal experience do not 
trust the news. The empty tomb turns out to be a 
step toward transformation but, in and of itself, it is 
just empty and dark and confusing. 
 
Confusion is not a pleasant place to be but it sure 
occurs frequently. It’s something that comes along 
regularly and invites us to pause before we leap to 
conclusions. It’s like a sensory overload that jams 
our systems of thinking and feeling, decision mak-
ing and planning. We don’t know what is happen-
ing. We don’t know how things are going to turn 
out. We don’t know what to do. That’s confusion. 
 
Over the years I’ve noticed that when people really 
don’t know what to say we typically say the wrong 
thing. Rather than waiting for clarity, we just let 
ridiculous and hurtful words come out of our 
mouths. We want to be helpful. We want to say 
something that will make everything better for oth-
ers and us. So we blurt out things without really 
thinking about them. When someone suffers a trau-
matic loss, inevitably their friends will swarm in 
with trite little sayings which are expressed with 
compassion but just aren’t very helpful. Sometimes 
we’re so busy trying to make someone feel better 
that we ignore the signs to just let things be hard for 
a while. Rather than processing our discomfort with 
being out of control, we react and try to force some 
control. Not knowing what to say could be a re-
minder to not say anything for a while but we tend 
to miss the signs. 
Confusion, similarly, could be an invitation to stop 
and wait. When the way forward is not clear it 
makes a lot of sense to stop where we are and wait 
for clearer signs. Typically, however, we are so 

uncomfortable with confusion that we just jump 
into some kind of action. Confusion, while it can be 
an invitation to be still and practice patience, often 
leads to actions which cause even more harm. Deci-
sions made in confusion rarely lead to peace or clar-
ity. Decisions made when peace and clarity emerge 
are always better decisions. 
 
The women at the empty tomb are terrified and they 
don’t know what to do. But they do listen. A myste-
rious figure dressed in a white robe – an angel per-
haps or an inner voice – gives them some simple 
instructions. “Go, tell his disciples and Peter that he 
is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him, just as he told you” (Mark 16:7). So they went 
out, as they were invited to. They didn’t react to the 
confusion and fear. They listened and they did the 
next right thing. They went to the disciples and be-
gan to describe what had happened. But first, “they 
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid” (Mark 
16:8). The women were afraid and so they said 
nothing. They wisely listened to the angel, the guid-
ing voice, and they waited for the atmosphere to 
clear. They returned to the community of faith and 
there things fell into place a little bit at a time. 
 
Our community of faith boldly proclaims the good 
news of the resurrection. One important and power-
ful way we do that is to listen in times of confusion 
and practice patience. When we are feeling out of 
control, it is an invitation to wait for things to clear 
up before we thrash around. When we can admit to 
ourselves just how out of control we are in a given 
situation, soon we can find God holding things to-
gether. Our confusion can be an invitation to be 
present with God as God brings all things to good-
ness. When confusion reigns, stop and listen. The 
guiding voice of God will emerge. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THE LESSONS: 
Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:12, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Mark 16:1-8 
  
THE COLLECT: 
O God, who for our redemption didst 
give thine only-begotten Son to the 
death of the cross, and by his glori-
ous resurrection hast delivered us 
from the power of our enemy: Grant 
us so to die daily to sin, that we may 
evermore live with him in the joy of 
his resurrection; through the same 
thy Son Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
   
 

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: B. Westhauser, S. Miller, 
J. Stough, M. Kinney, B. Westhauser 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore,  
9:00 am V. Banister, JB Ramsey, R. 
Ramsey 
11:00 am M. N. Parsons, M. Clark, 
N. Prillaman 
VESTRY:  7:00 D. Moody 
9:00 am J. Marshall, B. Mathews, A. 
Longshore, T. Weshauser 
11:00 am B. Eskridge, J. Smyth, K. 
Dailey, M. Jenkins 
ALTAR GUILD:  
7:00 am J. McDowell 
9:00 am E. Stroh, A. King 
11:00 am J. Drummond 
PASTORAL CARE:  J. Barganier, B. 
Cannon, A. Screws, M. Carter 
FLOWER DELIVERY:  All team 
members deliver on Tuesday 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sunshine and John Huff, Karen Jarrell, 
Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe 
McGough, Cynthia Hill. 
 
We give thanks for the birth of a son, John Joseph Schremser IV, to Britney & John Schremser, 
grandson of Debbie Schremser; and for the birth of a daughter, Mary Durham Newton to Meg 
Wisnewski Newton & Erle Newton, granddaughter to Mary Ward & Robert Wisnewski.  

  

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee Earnest, Daphne Oliver, 
Dawn Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorf, Jack Mitchell, Mar-
garet Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame Duan, Charles Col-
vin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha 
Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

Want to rappel off a 110-Foot Building for a good cause? 

OVER THE EDGE For Hope Inspired Ministries (HIM) 

Friday, April 6 or Saturday, April 7, 2018 Cost: $1,000 per person 
Over the Edge is a fundraiser for HIM where individuals and businesses will raise money for HIM in 
exchange for an opportunity to rappel off the 40 Four Building in downtown Montgomery.  So what if 
you don’t have $1000 to rappel?  That’s okay! That’s why they’ve set up a peer-to-peer fundraising 
page for individuals and teams!  Each person can create their own page to raise money to rappel, 
which will go directly to Hope Inspired Ministries.  To learn more, visit 
www.hopinspiredministries.org/over-the-edge 

Let’s send Jamie Osborne OVER THE EDGE! 

Not interested in going OVER THE EDGE yourself? That’s okay! Jamie is going to represent St. 
John’s but needs your help raising the money for HIM. Donations can be made at St. John’s or on this 

fundraiser sight. https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/1290882  

All donations are greatly appreciated. 

Honduras Mission 2018 

We are actively recruiting for the Honduras mission team for 2018.  The dates are July 20th—29th.  
Even though this is a medical mission we are recruiting both medical and non-medical team members.  
We have numerous roles to be filled by non-medical personnel: pharmacy assistants, non-technical 
nursing assistants, patient check-in and flow, entertaining children during the wait, etc.  Spanish lan-
guage is not required.  Join us as we likewise join hands with our sister parish of Espiritu Santu in 
Tela, Honduras and you will experience a blessing beyond measure. To learn more about the trip and 
to express an interest you may email Kat or Jon Dailey: katdailey@mac.com  or 

 jon-dailey@charter.net.  But, we would love to sit down and talk to you individually about the mis-
sion trip.  

 Peace, 
 Kat and Jon Dailey 

Awaken – A Community Wide Easter Day Celebration 

April 1 at 5:00 pm 

The Rector is helping lead a community wide Easter Day Communion Service at the Biscuits Stadium 
at 5:00 pm and all parishioners are invited to attend. Our hope is to gather Christians from various 
denominations and ethnic backgrounds to celebrate our commonality of faith in the midst of all the 
differences our society emphasizes. The liturgy will consist of prayers, scripture reading, hymns, and 
receiving Communion. Join us as we seek to break down barriers and build relationships of hope. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, April 1 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:00 am       Holy Eucharst 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
5:00 pm  Easter Celebration at 

the Biscuits Stadium 
  
MONDAY, April 2 

Offices Closed 
 
TUESDAY, April 3 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, April 4 
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, April 5 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$26,855.06 

Required to Date 

$432,801.60 

Received to Date 

$437,998.88 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$173,563 

THE ORDER OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

The Order of Daughters of the King is now planning an informational late-summer study open to all 
women of St. John's who would like to know more about them. It will cover 12 chapters from a na-
tional instructional manual. Whether you might want to join or just want to know about this group of 
women in our church, we'd love to have you.   
  

Daughters of the King is an order of Episcopal women who have take a vow to live by the Rule of 
Prayer and the Rule of Service. You may recognize members by the Greek fleury cross we all wear .It 
is inscribed in Latin with our watchword which translated means "With heart, mind and spirit uphold 
and bear the cross.” The motto of the order is: 
  

For his sake 
I am but one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do. 
What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do. 
  

Lord, what will you have me do? 
  

The last line of our motto is so descriptive of Daughters. It helps remind us that prayer comes first to 
help guide us into service. Personally I  tend to be more of a Martha, a doer and less of a Mary. 
Daughters has helped me find a balance between my prayer life and service. 
  

At St. John's the Daughters as a group tend to focus more on prayer rather than service because  St. 
John’s already has guilds such as the Altar guild, flower guild and many more which preform service 
tasks for the church. The Daughters as a group do not take on any particular service project, but mem-
bers take on service individually and support each other in their service. 
  

If interested, just speak to anyone wearing the cross, or contact Sarah Spratling by phone  334-220-
1420, or email sarahspratling@gmail.com or contact the church office at 262-1937. 
  

FHS, 
Sarah Spratling 

APRIL HEAVENLY HOSTS 

Tuesday, April 10, 6:30 pm 

In the home of  

Betty & George Mathews 

2533 Jamestown Lane 

  

Beverages will be provided, please bring  a dish or dessert to share. 

Events Around the Corner 

Easter Day– 7:00, 9:00 (with Children’s Procession), 11:00 am 

Offices Closed -- Monday, April 2 

Heavenly Hosts—Tuesday, April 10—In the home of Betty & George Mathews,  

2533 Jamestown Lane 

Youth Sunday & Parish Picnic—Sunday, April 15 

Holy Cross Low Country Broil—Sunday. April 22 @ Holy Cross 

Young Adults Retreat—April 27-29 @ Camp McDowell 

Bishop’s Visit—Sunday, May 6 


