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God is all around us… 

Awaken your Senses! 
Montgomery Convocation of 

Episcopal Churches VBS 

June 4-7, 2018 

  

(hosted by Church of the 

 Ascension) 

*Look for online registration 

forms soon! 

  

Youth Sunday & Parish Picnic 

Sunday, April 15 

Following the 10:30 service 

  

Bring a dessert to share,  

hot dogs, hamburgers and sides provided. 

bouncy houses and more will be 

 available for the children!  

  
  

St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Third Sunday of Easter  

CATS AND DOGS 

April  15 , 2018 

Eagle 
St. John’s 

“Have you not known, have you not heard 
those who wait for the Lord shall mount 

up with wings like eagles.” 

 Isaiah 40:28,31 
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Where is Thomas when Jesus first appears to the 
disciples? Why isn’t he with his people? The rest of 
the apostles are apparently gathered together. Only 
Judas and Thomas are missing. Judas is dead but 
where is Thomas? Why does Thomas need to touch 
the wounds of Jesus? None of the other apostles 
seem interested in that but Thomas says he has to 
feel those wounds in order to believe. And what 
brings Thomas back to the apostles? How is it that, 
being separated from them, he decides now to join 
with them a week later? What changed in Thomas? 
Or what changed in the other apostles? 
 
Where is Thomas? I think I know. It’s the third day 
since the crucifixion. The horrid meaning of it all is 
beginning to sink in as the shock is wearing off and 
the deeper grieving is now starting. Anyone who’s 
gone through a traumatic or sudden death of a loved 
one knows about this. At first you’re numb, and 
then you start to feel things, and it hurts.  Where is 
Thomas? When it comes to things like this, some of 
us are like dogs and some of us are like cats. Some 
of us, when we get hit with that kind of pain, natu-
rally seek the embrace of another. Dogs are like 
that. Usually when they are hurt, they will run to-
ward their master; you can see the pain in their eyes 
and hear it in their whimper. They need help and 
they look for it in someone. Some people, when 
they are in great pain, naturally turn to others. They 
want to be held while they cry.  It appears the other 
ten apostles are like this: they have sought out the 
community of each other to help them bear the pain. 
 
But some people are more like cats. Some people, 
when they get hit with great pain, run for the 
woods. Cats don’t seek the company of others when 
they get hurt. They want to hide all by themselves 
until they feel better. They’ll disappear, often for 
days at a time, and lick their wounds. Some of us, 
when we are hurt, don’t want a bunch of people 
asking us how we feel and trying to make us feel 
better. We want to be left alone. Some people are 
like dogs and some people are like cats: Thomas is 
more like a cat. He’s hurting and he runs for the 
woods.  
 
And while Thomas is licking his own wounds, Je-
sus appears to the gathered apostles. As they are 
with each other, probably trying to find some way 
of reassuring each other, their Lord comes to them. 
The first word out of his mouth is “Peace”. He 
shows them his wounds. Maybe he is letting them 
know clearly who he is. And maybe he is letting 
them see what they have helped cause. And show-

ing them his wounds becomes part of their own 
healing. “Yes, this is what you did, but I am well. 
You caused me to suffer, but the Father has raised 
me.” He speaks to them of the Holy Spirit and of 
forgiveness. And they are changed. They are given 
something they cannot keep to themselves. Soon 
they will stop clinging to each other in the dark and 
offer their own lives in witness to this risen Christ. 
But first they start looking for Thomas. They want 
him to know first. 
 
Eight days later, the next Sunday morning, the 
apostles are gathered together. That makes sense to 
me. Dogs like to hang out with each other. Thomas 
is there with them this time. Something’s different 
for him to be there. Maybe time has helped him. 
And maybe the others are so changed that he is 
drawn to be with them. Maybe that forgiveness and 
peace given to them make them different. But 
something attracts Thomas and he is there. And the 
Lord comes again! 
 
“Peace,” he says. And he walks right up to Thomas 
and allows him to feel the wounds. He is not cast 
out for not being there the first time. He is honored 
and given the individual experience he knows he 
needs. It’s more than proof that this is really Jesus 
which the wounds indicate. It is a participation in 
accountability and forgiveness. Maybe each one of 
us, as we enter the kingdom on the other side, will 
have those wounds presented to us. Maybe we’ll 
have to go through that hard and wondrous time of 
acknowledging our part in wounding our Lord with 
our unfaithfulness and the healing in knowing that 
the Father has made all things well. Maybe each of 
us has to look the Lord in the eyes and say, “We 
meant it for evil, but you have made it good.” “We 
sought our own glory, and now we seek yours.” 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THE LESSONS: 
Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 
1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48  
  
THE COLLECT: 
O God, whose blessed Son did mani-
fest himself to his disciples in the 
breaking of bread: Open, we pray 
thee, the eyes of our faith, that we 
may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; through the same thy Son Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
   
 

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
 Henry Paul Haas 

Josephine Barnes Smith 
Junius Bragg Smith, Sr. 
Junius Bragg Smith, Jr. 
Virginia Gunter Orvis 
Homer Waitstill Orvis 

Dora Pratt Barnes 
Eugenia Bragg Smith 
 Nancy Inge Eskridge 

Ira Hibbett Eskridge, Jr. 
  
 

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: M. V. Huffaker, R. 
Huffaker, A. Winter, B. Eskridge, C. 
Peeples 
YOUTH LAY READER: W. Peeples, 
F. Tippett, S. Miller 
YOUTH USHERS: M. Tippett, R. 
Kelso, B. Simmons, E. Screws 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, W. Hamlett 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
D. Schremser 
VESTRY:  7:30 G. Stough 
10:30 B. Eskridge 
ALTAR GUILD: D. Schremser, M. 
Carter, S. Stone 
PASTORAL CARE:  J. Barganier, B. 
Cannon, A. Screws, M. Carter 
FLOWER DELIVERY:  M. Carter, R. 
McCrory 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Bob Seibels, Sunshine Huff, Karen Jar-
rell, Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe 
McGough, Cynthia Hill. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Mike Connors, Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee Earnest, 
Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorf, Jack 
Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame Duan, 
Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Ste-
vens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES 
SPRING 2018 

Restoring a Broken Relationship with God  
Led by Jamie Osborne 
Meeting April 8, -May 20, 2018, in the Archives Room 
This class is for anyone who has experienced damage in their relationship with God and would like to 
explore ways forward toward healing. It is possible to worship God and be active in the faith, yet still 
experience doubt, confusion, or even bitterness towards God. To acknowledge these feelings and bro-
kenness can seem contrary to faith, but they are actually essential aspects of faith that we resist to our 
own spiritual peril, because what cannot be acknowledged and accepted in our relationship with God 
cannot be healed. Together, we will explore a Christian theology and spirituality that can embrace bro-
kenness in our relationship with God, and explore ways to make ourselves available to the healing 
grace of God.   
  
Famous Heretics 
Led by Robert Wisnewski 
Meeting April 8,-May 20, 2018, in the Library 
Heresy can be described as worshiping our expressions of understanding God and how God works 
even more than we worship God himself. Throughout the history of the church many have sought to 
solve the conundrums of the faith and their mistakes help us explore the truth of Christianity more 
deeply. The notion of the Trinity, impossible to explain, has led many thinkers down treacherous paths. 
How God works in creation and redemption, and what our part may be in our own salvation, continues 
to lead many astray. As we explore famous heretics our purpose will be to flesh out more fully just 
what we believe. 

  
Living the Good News 
Led by Dudley Perry 
Meeting in the small dining room, Year-round 
This class offers an in-depth look at the lectionary readings for each Sunday. After receiving some 
historical background on the readings, participants discuss how God was working in the lives of the 
characters involved and what that means for us. Exploring the scriptures prepares our hearts and minds 
to be more engaged in the hour of worship that follows. 

Events Around the Corner 
Youth Sunday and Picnic – April 15 

Daughters of the King Spring Assembly – April 21 at Holy Spirit, Alabaster 
Holy Cross Low Country Broil – April 22, 4:00-7:00 pm 

Avis & All Angels Meeting—April 23, 11:30 am 
Young Adults Retreat at McDowell – April 27-29 

Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation – May 6 at 10:30 am 
Episcopal Church Women Picnic – May 7 

Vacation Bible School – June 4-7 at Ascension 
Honduras Medical Mission Trip – July 21-28 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, April  15 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
 Parish Picnic 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Junior EYC 
6:00 pm  EYC Eats 
6:30 pm Senior EYC 
  
MONDAY, April 16 
8:30 am        Women’s Bible Study     
       at the home of will not meet 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
5:30 pm       Women’s Bible Study     
      at the home of  will not meet 
 
TUESDAY, April 17 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, April 18 
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, April 19 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$27,227.23 

Required to Date 

$504,935.20 

Received to Date 

$503,421.08 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$173,463 

SAVE THE DATE! 

ECW PICNIC! 

MAY 7TH, 2018 

AT THE HOME OF JANE BARGANIER,  

2331 FERNWAY DRIVE 

NOON 

ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH INVITED 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW  

Holy Cross Episcopal School 

Low Country Broil 
At Holy Cross School 

Sunday, April 22  
Silent Auction starts at 4:00 pm 

Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Join us for an evening of fun, friendship and fantastic food! Our silent auction features unique an-
tiques, one-of-a-kind collectibles, exotic getaways, spa packages, gift certificates, and more! We 
have partnered with our friends at Jim 'N Nick's Bar-B-Q to bring you a dinner featuring smoked 
prime rib and smoked chicken with all of the trimmings. 

 

The proceeds from the Low Country Broil help us to bridge the gap between the cost of our amaz-
ing education and what our parents pay in tuition. Year after year, supporters like you join us to 
celebrate the best elementary school in Montgomery. We hope that you will join us again for this 
great event! 

 

Tickets can be purchased at www.holycrossmontgomery.org/lcb or by calling 334-395-8222  

Bishop’s Visit 
For Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation 

 

Sunday, May 6 
10:30 am service 

 

The Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan presiding 
Reception to follow 

SNACKS FOR SAWYERVILLE! 

  

For the month of April, our ingathering supports the  

Sawyerville Day Camp.  We have specific needs this year:  

600 packages of Trail Mix. 

Two local Episcopal parishes Church of the Ascension, and Church of 
the Holy Comforter joined St John's in February to prepare and sell 
delicious soups to benefit Holy Cross Episcopal School.  The Loving 
Spoonfuls Soup Sale raised $10,354 this year!  Many thanks to all who 
cooked, coordinated, delivered and sold these amazing soups to benefit 
Holy Cross.      

LOVING SPOONFULS SOUP SALES RESULTS 

AVIS & ALL ANGELS MEETING 
 Monday, April 23 

11:30 am 
Speaker: Deoanna Neal 

Meeting in the Parish House at St. John’s 
 

OUR HOSTESSES: Linda Hutchinson, Kitty Coleman, Debbie Schremser 


