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What are the oddest things Jesus does? Each of us 
might have our own list of events that seem out of 
character or just curious. Jesus walking on the water 
has always felt pretty strange to me. Seems a little 
show-offy if that’s a word. Then he asks Peter to 
come on out and walk with him. Is he being a 
smart-aleck? Jesus falling asleep in the boat during 
a storm seems weird. I kind of expect him to be 
right there with an oar in his hand helping out those 
who are working so hard. But there he is taking a 
nap and letting others schlep him around. The mira-
cle at a wedding in Cana, where Jesus turns water 
into wine, is exciting but it seems frivolous. Those 
folks had already had plenty to drink after all. Plus 
he’s a little rude to his mother. 
 
But I think the story I find the oddest is when the 
risen Jesus appears to the disciples and asks, “Have 
you anything here to eat?” Does a resurrected body 
need food? Is Jesus really hungry at that point? Are 
they on the beach after a fishing trip or has he 
popped in right about dinner time? What’s going on 
in that interchange? 
 
Jesus eating fish makes a little more sense given the 
context in Luke’s gospel. After the crucifixion the 
disciples are crushed, confused, and feeling mighty 
guilty. They’ve got a lot of regrets about their own 
behavior plus they surely are hurting for what Jesus 
suffered in his final hours. Their leader has been put 
through the worst sort of death. And they’ve got 
lots of questions about who God is and how God 
works. Have they been mistaken about everything 
they had come to believe and trust? Then the resur-
rection appearances begin. First, in Luke’s gospel, 
the story is told about two of the disciples walking 
on the road to Emmaus. Jesus appears to them but 
they don’t recognize him.  He has a long conversa-
tion with them and, even though they still don’t 
recognize him, they invite him to stay for supper. 
That’s when he is recognized, as he takes bread, 
blesses it and breaks it. Sure sound a lot like the last 
supper. 
 
Those disciples go back to the others and tell them 
about their meal experience. While they are talking, 
Jesus appears and says, “Peace be with you.” He 
senses their fears – they think he is a ghost – and 
tries to reassure them. He shows them the wounds 
from the crucifixion to help them know that he is 
real. And then he says, “Have you anything here to 
eat?”  
 
Maybe it’s significant that the two resurrection ap-

pearances Luke reports in his gospel both have to 
do with Jesus eating with the disciples. Maybe he’s 
making the point that, as we gather regularly for 
communion, we will know Christ in the sacrament. 
Maybe Luke is reminding us that communal meals 
help bring us closer to each other and God. 
 
Probably it’s even more important that both of these 
events with the risen Jesus eating with the disciples 
occur in answer to the fears his closest followers are 
experiencing. Jesus tells them not to be afraid but 
goes on to add physical comfort. He hangs out with 
them for a while and converses. He eats with them 
and lets this strange news of the resurrection sink in 
a bit. He doesn’t just flash in and out like a  super-
hero. Jesus abides with them while they are afraid. 
That presence is obviously comforting and empow-
ering because the disciples go on to do some mighty 
courageous things. 
 
What sort of fears are springing up in life right now 
for you? Are you wounded again, like you were 
when you were a child and felt helpless? Are you 
hopeless as you take in the news stories? Are you 
lost in a relationship with your hopes and desires 
not being met? Are you still reeling from the death 
of someone you loved? In answer to our fears, Jesus 
never says, “Don’t be silly; there’s nothing to be 
afraid of.” Jesus continues to come to us and abide 
with us. The world is set up to allow us time to be 
afraid and then offer us hope and healing. Fears 
initially separate us from that which is holy but, if 
we hang in there with those uncomfortable feelings, 
our hearts are mended and we are changed.  
 
Your fears are not signals that you don’t have 
enough faith. Your fears are places where God is at 
work to bring you further into his loving kingdom. 
Look for the ways you are being fed and nurtured. 
Look for the risen Christ as he comforts you. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THE LESSONS: 
Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18  
  
THE COLLECT: 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good 
shepherd of thy people: Grant that 
when we hear his voice we may know 
him who calleth us each by name, 
and follow where he doth lead; who, 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, liveth 
and reigneth, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
  

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
 Admiral John G. Crommelin 

Lillian E. Crommelin 
  

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: F. Tippett, L. Williams, 
A. E. Clark, A. T. Fitzpatrick, W.   
Norrell, B. Westhauser, B. Eskridge, 
A. Fitzpatrick 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, M. Hughes, D. Braly, D. 
Holmes 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
M. Hughes, C. Placeway, P. White, L. 
White 
VESTRY:  7:30 D. Arrington 
10:30 J. Marshall, B. Mathews, A. 
Huffaker, S. Norrell 
ALTAR GUILD: K. Funk,  
J. Drummond 
PASTORAL CARE:  J. Barganier, B. 
Cannon, A. Screws, M. Carter 
FLOWER DELIVERY:   
J. Drummond, V. Wilkerson 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Billy Hughes, Bob Seibels, Sunshine 
Huff, Karen Jarrell, Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell, Dot-
tis Robinson, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill. 
 
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee 
Earnest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Stein-
dorf, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, 
Ame Duan, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy 
Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES 
SPRING 2018 

Restoring a Broken Relationship with God  
Led by Jamie Osborne 
Meeting April 8, -May 20, 2018, in the Archives Room 
This class is for anyone who has experienced damage in their relationship with God and would like to 
explore ways forward toward healing. It is possible to worship God and be active in the faith, yet still 
experience doubt, confusion, or even bitterness towards God. To acknowledge these feelings and bro-
kenness can seem contrary to faith, but they are actually essential aspects of faith that we resist to our 
own spiritual peril, because what cannot be acknowledged and accepted in our relationship with God 
cannot be healed. Together, we will explore a Christian theology and spirituality that can embrace bro-
kenness in our relationship with God, and explore ways to make ourselves available to the healing 
grace of God.   
  
Famous Heretics 
Led by Robert Wisnewski 
Meeting April 8,-May 20, 2018, in the Library 
Heresy can be described as worshiping our expressions of understanding God and how God works 
even more than we worship God himself. Throughout the history of the church many have sought to 
solve the conundrums of the faith and their mistakes help us explore the truth of Christianity more 
deeply. The notion of the Trinity, impossible to explain, has led many thinkers down treacherous paths. 
How God works in creation and redemption, and what our part may be in our own salvation, continues 
to lead many astray. As we explore famous heretics our purpose will be to flesh out more fully just 
what we believe. 

  
Living the Good News 
Led by Dudley Perry 
Meeting in the small dining room, Year-round 
This class offers an in-depth look at the lectionary readings for each Sunday. After receiving some 
historical background on the readings, participants discuss how God was working in the lives of the 
characters involved and what that means for us. Exploring the scriptures prepares our hearts and minds 
to be more engaged in the hour of worship that follows. 

Dear St John's Family, 
 

Thank you so much for your generosity in helping send me "Over the Edge" 
for Hope Inspired Ministries. They are a great ministry in town doing great 
work by equipping those in poverty with skills to gain and maintain employ-
ment. Over $1,500 was raised for Hope Inspired Ministries because of the  
generosity of individuals in the parish. 
 
Thank you, 
Jamie 

OVER THE EDGE FOR HIM 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, April 22 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Junior EYC 
6:00 pm  EYC Eats 
6:30 pm Senior EYC 
  
MONDAY, April 23 
8:30 am        Women’s Bible Study     
        at the home of Candice Frazer 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
5:30 pm       Women’s Bible Study 
 at the home of Rosa Davis 
 
TUESDAY, April 24 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, April 25 
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, April 26 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$20,417.63 

Required to Date 

$541,002.00 

Received to Date 

$529,513.06 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$173,463 

Dear Parishioners of St. John's, 
 
The faculty and families of Holy Cross Episcopal School are grateful for your 
support of the Loving Spoonfuls Soup Sale. This sale raised $10,354 to benefit our 
school and our students, and we all enjoyed the delicious soups. Thank you to all 
who organized, cooked, sold, and bought the soups for this wonderful event. We 
appreciate all that you do for Holy Cross. 

 

Frances Harbin 

LOVING SPOONFULS SOUP THANKS! 

AVIS & ALL ANGELS MEETING 
 Monday, April 23 

11:30 am 
Speaker: Deonna Neal 

Her topic will be: “Lost Episcopal Priest in Montgomery” 

Meeting in the Parish House at St. John’s 
 

OUR HOSTESSES: Linda Hutchinson, Kitty Coleman, Debbie Schremser 

Holy Cross Episcopal School 

Low Country Broil 
At Holy Cross School 

Sunday, April 22  

Silent Auction starts at 4:00 pm 

Join us for an evening of fun, friendship and fantastic food! Our silent auction features unique an-
tiques, one-of-a-kind collectibles, exotic getaways, spa packages, gift certificates, and more! We 
have partnered with our friends at Jim 'N Nick's Bar-B-Q to bring you a dinner featuring smoked 
prime rib and smoked chicken with all of the trimmings. 

  

The proceeds from the Low Country Broil help us to bridge the gap between the cost of our amaz-
ing education and what our parents pay in tuition. Year after year, supporters like you join us to 
celebrate the best elementary school in Montgomery. We hope that you will join us again for this 
great event! 

  

Tickets can be purchased at www.holycrossmontgomery.org/lcb or by calling 334-395-8222  

SNACKS FOR SAWYERVILLE! 

  

For the month of April, our ingathering supports the  

Sawyerville Day Camp.  We have specific needs this year:  

600 packages of Trail Mix. 

Events Around the Corner 
Daughters of the King Spring Assembly – April 21 at Holy Spirit, Alabaster 

Holy Cross Low Country Broil – April 22, 4:00-7:00 pm 

Avis & All Angels Meeting—April 23, 11:30 am 

Young Adults Retreat at McDowell – April 27-29 

Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation – May 6 at 10:30 am 

Episcopal Church Women Picnic – May 7 

Vacation Bible School – June 4-7 at Ascension 

Honduras Medical Mission Trip – July 21-28 
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Nun Fun at St. Mark's 

The Saint Mark’s  Players will star 
in the hilarious Nunsense II for four 
performances in May at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church in Prattville.  The 
Thursday May 3, Friday May 4, and 
Saturday May 5 shows will start at 
6:30 PM and will include dinner.  
The 2 p.m. Sunday May 6 show will 
include a high tea.  All tickets are 
$15 and can be purchased in the 
church office.  Please phone 334-
365-5289 for more information. 
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