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Vestry and Staff 

Rector:  The Rev. John P. Leach 

Associate Rector: The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal 
 

Staff: 

Anne Tippett: Assistant to the Rector, Clerk to the Vestry 

Sarah Collier: Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George: Director of Youth Ministries  

Heather Herring: Financial Administrator  

Joel Gregory: Organist and Choirmaster 

Victoria Krupa: Parish Administrator 

Mike Jarrell: Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke: Maintenance Staff 
 

Vestry of St. John’s: 

Radney Ramsey, Senior  Warden,  Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden  

Class of 2022 

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

Class of 2023 

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 

Class of 2024: 

Kathleen Bradford, William Haynes, Ellen Habermacher, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw, Wyatt Wells 

Treasurer: Richard Bradford 
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T h e  E a g l e  

Choir Rebuilding 
The first story I remember my Grandmother reading to me was the story of the Little Red Hen.  The story goes that 
the hen was making bread.   She asked all the barnyard animals who was going to help her sow the wheat. ‘Not I’ 
they all said.  Harvest the wheat.  ‘Not I’ from all the barnyard animals.  Who was going to grind the wheat?  ‘Not I’ 
said all the barnyard animals.  Who is going help me make the dough.  ‘Not I’ said all the barnyard animals.  So on 
through the bread baking process.   Who is going to help me eat the bread?  ‘I will’ said all the barnyard animals.  

 

Choir Directors often talk about feeling like the Little Red Hen.  Choir recruitment and maintenance is a very diffi-
cult job for some reason.  When it works, though, it is tremendously rewarding.  

Over the next few weeks and months we will begin starting up the choirs.  I hope that word is plural.   My vision for 
choirs at St. John’s is an adult choir of around 30 voices, a children’s choir of at least 15 voices singing in the services 
at least 2 times a month (my preference is more), and a youth or mixed age handbell choir.   

 

Choirs take dedication and rehearsal discipline.  In most American churches they involve a rehearsal during the 
week and singing a service on Sunday morning.   In high functioning cathedrals they can rehearse and sing up to 6 
days a week.   

 

The last year (plus) has taken a severe toll on performing arts organizations.  Even though church choirs sing sacred 
music in services of worship it is still a performing art – meaning the art isn’t created once and remains in place to 
be observed.  It must be re-created each time it is heard.   In order to sing the great anthems and music of the church 
(and it is great), a singer’s skills must be maintained and music must be learned.   

 

Even before a pandemic, the dedication to choral arts was on a significant decline.  The decline was accelerated 
alarmingly during our last year’s change of routines and habits.  I fear we have not yet seen the results from a year of 
not performing in churches, schools, civic organizations, universities, and symphonies.  The state in which choral 
music emerges will only be evident as choirs attempt to re-emerge from hiatus.  

 

This is not to be defeatist.  This is said to encourage us all to rise and rebuild what we know is possible.    

 

Over the next few months here is what we will do:  

• We will begin recalling the church members and staff singers who have been vaccinated and feel comfortable 
singing in a choir to reinforce the hymns and the service music.   (The purpose of a choir is to strengthen the con-
gregational singing.)  

• Rehearsals will begin on a very limited basis over the first few weeks.  

• Anthems will begin to be re-introduced into the services as singers and rehearsal time allows – likely toward the 
end of Summer and beginning of the Fall.  

• We will immediately begin recruiting trained vocalists to begin staffing the choir again.  

 

Here’s what we need from you:   If you yourself sing or you know someone who sings and can give about 3 hours per 
week to choir performance, please come and sing or invite them to be part of the choir.    If you know of a trained vo-
calist who would be interested in a staff singing position, please let me know so I can contact them.   

 

If you’ve ever wanted to sing in the choir, now is the time to do it.  We need you.  There will be a hugely relaxed sing-
ing and rehearsal schedule that slowly grows as we rebuild the choir. This will give you time to get to know the rou-
tine and schedule.   

 

Sing a new song unto the Lord!  

Joel 
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Monday Noon Bible Study 
 

Every Monday from 12:00 - 1:00 pm there is a Zoom Bible Study that is open to 
all parishioners. If you have any questions reach out to  

deonna@stjohnsmontgomery.org or john@stjohnsmontgomery.org.  

Adult Formation for the Easter Season 

Beginning April 18—May 16 at 9:15 am we will have this new Adult 
Formation Class Offering in the Parish House lead by the Rev. 
John Leach. 

During the Easter season, we will explore what characterizes the 
Jesus movement and the Early Church as described in the Acts of 
the Apostles.  We will discover the practices of the apostles and 
those that followed them professing the faith of the Risen Lord. 
What were the teachings? What were the liturgical practices such 
as baptism? What were the conflicts to be resolved? 
 

Our conversation will also include how these stories shape our current practices, liturgy and understanding 
of the church’s role in society today. 

 
ECW Scholarship Winner 

 
Congratulations to Stewart Miller for receiving an ECW 2021 Scholarship! Stewart is 
one of our graduating seniors who will be attending Sewanee next fall! 

Archives Exhibit 

The Archives Committee invites you to visit the new exhibit in the Sacristy Hall, 
which showcases the origin of the use of banners in Easter processions at St. 
John’s. Included are the actual banners in use in the 1950’s!   

Vacation Bible School 2021 
 

Every year St. John’s and the other Episcopal parishes in Montgomery 
join together the first FULL week of June (Mon.- Thurs.) to have a 
city-wide vacation bible school. June 7-10, 8:30- 11:30 am, rising K4- 
rising 6th grade are invited to attend VBS at St. John's. Child registra-
tion and adult volunteer forms can be found on the website.  
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Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Tranum Fitzpatrick, Karen Jar-
rell, Florence Jordan, Ken Mahan, Caroline Majors, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, 
Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson, George Wakefield, Florence Young. 
  
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, 
Joe Carter, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Pee Wee Kohn, Shelley Garrison Lackey, 
Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Tim Sikes, Debbie Steindorff, Jaquon Smoke.  
 
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

THE LESSONS: Acts: 4: 5-12, John 10: 11-18, Psalm 23 

 

THE COLLECT: 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his 
voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

SUNDAY, April 25 

No EYC this week 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:15 am Adult Sunday School 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

MONDAY, April 26 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

12:00 pm Bible Study 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

TUESDAY, April 27 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

WEDNESDAY, April 28 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

11:30 am ECW Executive Committee  

5:00 pm EYC Dinner 

7:45 pm Children’s Committee Zoom 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

THURSDAY, April 29 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

1:30 pm Archives Committee 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

FRIDAY, April 30 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

This Week At St. John’s 

Joy and Concern 

A reminder when at St. John's to please do the following: 
1. Wear a mask. 
2. Keep a distance of 6' between you and other parishioners. 
3. Wash hand with soap and/or use hand sanitizer. 


