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One of my favorite hymns is “Lift high the cross”. Every time I hear it, I feel encouraged 

and get goose bumps and nothing that I write here should be construed as criticism of 

that hymn. But…. But I think oftentimes we view the cross more as a power symbol than 

what it actually is. We carry crosses in our pockets or wear them on a necklace as if 

they are good luck charms or something to make an impression on those who might 

see them in our possession. Sometimes we reduce the cross to team colors. The cross 

has been turned into a symbol of victory and winning the battle. We do live as people of 

the resurrection, certainly, and we do celebrate God’s victory over sin and death. But 

we are called not just to have a cross in our possession to project an image. We are 

called to live the cross. 

 

When I first arrived at St. John’s and stood at the altar to celebrate the Eucharist, I no-

ticed that the Ascension window above the altar was reflected in the chalice of wine as 

I drank from it. The arms of Jesus, which from the perspective of the nave are pointed 

straight up, actually can be seen in the cup of wine reaching directly out to the cele-

brant. That image of Jesus embracing my life continues to touch me. 

 

Think about the cross with Jesus hanging on it. It is planted in the earth, not flying high 

above the horrid atmosphere of hatred but right in the midst of it. On it Jesus has his 

arms reaching out with his hands nailed to the wood. At the time, his death was seen 

as passive and weak resignation to the evil in the world. But now we see Jesus’ stance 

on the cross as compassion reaching out to us in our suffering and the everlasting as-

surance that, as we come to trust God in our lives, our pain can be transformed. Con-

templation on the cross brings us to the place of acceptance and endurance of our vari-

ous struggles. Our pain actually brings us to know God more fully. 

 

There are those who have nicknamed the Ascension window at St. John’s, “Touchdown 

Jesus”, his arms reminding us of what the referee does when someone crosses the 

goal line. More than just a reminder that football in our culture is far more important 

than it should be, this also indicates just how far we have strayed from the message of 

the cross. The Ascended Christ is victorious but the victory comes as Jesus allows him-

self to be led through pain and suffering and death. 

 
Accept. Let go. Surrender. Absorb. Allow. Forgive.  Trust. Those words are cross-like 

words. Those words can lead us to cross-like living so much more than their counter-

parts: Control; Fix; Win; Conquer; Impose; Blame. 

 

Jesus accepts the atmosphere in which he finds himself. His faithfulness to God’s Spirit 

leads him to speak against the power structure in society. That faithfulness leads him 

to suffering and dying. On the cross Jesus accepts his station, he lets go of his need to 

control the outcome, he surrenders to the powers that be, he absorbs the cruelty of oth-

ers, he allows things to take their course, he forgives those inflicting pain on him, he 

trusts that God will bring something more from this situation than can be seen in the 

moment. 
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THE LESSONS: 

Acts 2:14a,36-41 

1 Peter 1:17-23 

Luke 24:13-35 

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17 

 

THE COLLECT: 

O God, whose blessed 
Son made himself 
known to his disciples 
in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes 
of our faith, that we 
may behold him in all 
his redeeming work; 
who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ev-
er. Amen.  

Accepting, letting go, surrendering, absorbing, allowing, forgiving, trusting – that 

way of living is living the cross and that way of living is where we find the grace of 

God. We put so much emphasis on winning battles, controlling our environment, 

imposing our wills, and creating our own future that we often stray far away from 

the path Jesus lays out for us. 

 

Life gives us challenge after challenge. We start out trying to beat down the oppo-

sition. But eventually we all come to see that accepting our own limitations and 

those of others is the path to redemption and growth. Accepting where our life is 

right now is the way we take responsibility for our circumstances. This is happen-

ing to me and in me. This is what I am experiencing. That sort of acceptance 

takes us out of blaming someone or something else for the pain we are going 

through. It honors the pain we are feeling. And it serves to honor God who dwells 

with us in this painful world. My acceptance brings humility and there I can know 

and be known by God. 

 

Wherever you are, that is what you are called to accept. That is where you are 

called to live. That is your cross to bear. Live the cross. Who are we to think we 

can do anything else? 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

Staying Spiritually Grounded During COVID-19 

Wednesday Evenings 6.30pm   

April 22 through June 24  

Via Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube 

This 10-week course will be team taught by the St. John’s Clergy. The goal 
of the course is to introduce participants to a variety of Christian spiritu-

al practices so that they might incorporate them into a Rule of Life. 

1.     (April 22) Sacred Time and the Church Year Part 1 

2.     (April 29) Sacred Time and the Church Year Part 2 

3.     (May 6) The Daily Office Part 1: Overview 

4.     (May 13) The Daily Office Part 2: How to use the Book of Common 

Prayer 

5.     (May 20) Spiritual Practices 1: Contemplative Prayer 

6.     (May 27) Spiritual Practices 2: Sacred Reading 

7.     (June 3) Spiritual Practices 3: Using Prayer Beads 

8.     (June 10) Spiritual Practices 4: Praying with Images and Icons 

9.     (June 17) Personality Types and Spiritual Practices: MBTI and Enne-

agram 

10.  (Jun 24) Creating a Rule of Life (and sticking with it!) 

If you would like to join the class on Zoom at 6.30pm on Wednesdays, 

please email Deonna at deonna@stjohnsmontgomery.org and she’ll send 

you a Zoom invite. 

If you cannot attend the class at 6.30pm, the recordings will be offered 

for future viewing on the St. John’s sites 

 



St .  John’s Eagle  Page 3  

 THIS WEEK AT  

ST. JOHN’S  

SUNDAY 

10:30 am Morning 
Prayer with Sermon 

MONDAY thru  

FRIDAY 

8:10 am  Facebook 
Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook 
Live Compline  

 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

 St. John’s Faithfulness 

Required Weekly 

$35,556.41 

Received Sunday 

$14,200.93 

Required to Date 

$568,902.56 

Received to Date 

$595,747.31 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, 
Christopher Marshall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie 
McDowell, Shirley Price, Florence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, 
George Wakefield, Frances Condit, Johnny Smith,  Delia Cerpa, Marilyn 
Pickett, Linda Hutchinson, Alice Tyson.  

We pray for two who have died, Clint Carter and Dave Johannes. 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-
Burns, Gloria Hudgeon, Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, Phil 
Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra 
Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, 
Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Per-
kins, Debbie Steindorff, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn 
Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, 
Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Per-
sons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, 
Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, Wil-
liam Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie 
Reddick, Vaughan Dozier, Jennifer Passineau, Raye Gregory, Richard Burk, 
Bob Capra, Gillian Flory, Eleanor Jones, Cabbot Stough. 
Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

Keeping Pledges  

Current 

 

During the time in 

which St. John’s is 

closed to group gather-

ings and public wor-

ship, our expenses con-

tinue. You can mail your 

offerings in using your 

pledge envelopes and 

adding a stamp. You al-

so can use Bill Pay 

through your bank or 

instruct your bank to do 

an automatic draft. 

Thank you for your con-

tinued faithfulness in 

your stewardship. 

Make Sure You Are In The Know!!!  

Services Available on Facebook Live and YouTube  

(Recordings on www.stjohnsmontgomery.org) 

FB page: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsmontgomery/  

Youtube page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS2K0pViHs7eS7-lhghifHQ  

Recordings of  those Sunday services will be posted on our website.  

Please contact Robert with any pastoral needs or concerns: 334-312-0347 or 
robert@stjohnsmontgomery.org.  

Monday Noon Bible Study via Zoom 

The Monday 12pm Bible study will be offered via the streaming service 

Zoom. It is a free service and easy to use. 

An email will be sent out each week to all that would like to join, with a 

link to the Zoom meeting. 

Here's a quick tutorial on how to join a Zoom meeting 

 

If you would like to participate in the Bible Study, please let Robert 

know, and he will add you to the weekly email. His email address 

is robert@stjohnsmontgomery.org 
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Mite Boxes 

Keep putting your 

coins and bills in-

to your Mite Box-

es, both children 

AND adults!! All 

Mite box money 

will go 

to Common 

Ground 

Streaming Services 

St. John's will offer Morning Prayer Monday-Friday at 8:10am and 
Compline Monday-Friday at 9:00pm. All of  these services will be 

offering on the St. John's Facebook page via Facebook Live 

Sunday Morning Prayer & Evening Compline 

Morning Prayer performed in the chancel with a sermon will be 
offered by both Facebook Live and YouTube, every Sunday at 

10:30am. 

Compline will be offered at 9pm on Facebook Live 

If  you would like to watch any of  the services via Facebook, if  
easier to access if  you have a Facebook account. 

The Sunday morning service of  Morning Prayer is also live 
streamed via YouTube. You do NOT have to create a YouTube ac-

count to view the service. 

The link to the St. John's Facebook page is: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsmontgomery/ 

The link to the St. John's YouTube page is: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS2K0pViHs7eS7-
lhghifHQ 


