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If you have been to Camp McDowell, you are familiar with the phrase “you’re on 

God’s time now.” Which means, put away your watch and let the Holy Spirit take 

over. But don’t be late for meals! Our rector search was kind of like that. We 

commissioned our profile and search committees last year with the prayer, “May 

the Holy Spirit guide you.” But we need this done by next September! As these 

things tend to go, after the committee accepted that the pandemic might push 

the search into next year, the obvious rector candidate was before them. In July! 

 

As committee chairs Charlie Harris and Margaret Ann Selman reported previous-

ly in these pages, modern adaptions for meetings, communications, and re-

search, kept the search engaged and on schedule. Following a unanimous rec-

ommendation of the committee, the vestry deliberated and elected, unanimous-

ly, the Rev. John P. Leach to serve as the 16th rector of St. John’s Episcopal 

Church. 

 

John accepted our call with all the grace and humility that characterizes his min-

istry. He will preside over his first Sunday service on September 13. In the mean-

time, he and his wife, Sarah, and their two young daughters, are busy preparing 

for a new home in Montgomery.  A video greeting from John may be found on our 

website or the St. John’s, Montgomery Facebook page. 

 

John comes to us from the Church of the Holy Apostles, Collierville, Tennessee, 

where he has been rector for 12 years. Since acquiring his Master in Divinity 

from Virginia Theological Seminary in 2004, John has served churches and has 

held several leadership positions in the Diocese of West Tennessee. Just a few 

are: vicar and then rector of the Church of the Annunciation, Cordova (2004-

2008), Standing Committee, Commission on Ministry, College of Clergy, Ecclesi-

astical Trial Court, Examining Chaplain, four-time deputy to General Convention, 

and he is a frequent participant or leader in retreats, workshops, spiritual direc-

tion, liturgical guidance, and pilgrimages. 

 

Growing up in Desoto County, Mississippi, he attended St. Timothy’s Episcopal 

Church where his father served as rector. In those days, his father hired a youth 

director who later became bishop of the Diocese of Alabama, our very own Kee 

Sloan. John and Kee have remained close ever since. In 1991 he acquired a 

business degree from Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi. Before entering 

seminary in 2001, John was an associate admissions director for Millsaps Col-

lege, Diocesan Youth Coordinator, and Director of Youth Ministry for the Church 

of the Holy Communion, Memphis. 

 

All the candidates expressed how helpful and thorough our church profile was in 
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THE LESSONS: 
Isaiah 55:1-5 
Psalm 145: 8-9, 15-22 
Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 14:13-21  
THE COLLECT: 

Let your continual 
mercy, O Lord, cleanse 
and defend your 
Church; and, because 
it cannot continue in 
safety without your 
help, protect and gov-
ern it always by your 
goodness; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ev-
er and ever. Amen.  

the search process. The profile committee, chaired by Betsy Cannon, devel-

oped critical guidance leading the candidates and our search committee to 

ground this union in authenticity and to be blessed by the Spirit. 

 

We will develop small group opportunities for all to meet John and his family 

once they have settled in. During this season of transition, we will also plan 

an occasion to celebrate and give thanks for the ministry and friendship of 

Robert and Mary Ward as they pass the baton to our new rector. We are 

constrained by the pandemic, of course, but we hope to accommodate each 

of you. 

 

Speaking for everyone, your prayers and well-wishes have brought St. 

John’s Church to this great day. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Jimmy McLemore, Senior Warden 

Radney Ramsey, Junior Warden 

Monday Noon Bible 

Study via Zoom 

The Monday 12pm Bible 

study will be offered via 

the streaming service 

Zoom. It is a free service 

and easy to use. 

An email will be sent out 

each week to all that 

would like to join, with a 

link to the Zoom meet-

ing. Here's a quick tuto-

rial on how to join a 

Zoom meeting. If you 

would like to participate 

in the Bible Study, 

please let Robert know, 

and he will add you to 

the weekly email 

Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. With humility, joy and enthusiasm I am 
honored to accept the call as your next rector. The search process has been filled with 
the presence of the Spirit, God’s love and the faithful leadership of both the Vestry and 
Search Committee. Sarah, Poppy, Ann Townsend and I cannot wait to join you in early 
September.  
 
St. John’s has a rich history, and I believe, a future without limits as God calls us to walk 
together.  The palpable presence of God in our conversations with various members of 
St. John’s revealed the warmth of this beloved community.  During my visit to Montgom-
ery, I spent time in the Nave and the Chapel, and discovered what the Celts called a 
“thin place,” a sacred place in which the separation between heaven and earth, between 
the temporal and the divine is nearly indistinguishable.  In those spaces at St. John’s, 
there is beauty already present in your memories, and I am confident, there is beauty 
waiting to be discovered in this new chapter of our lives.  
 
We look forward to seeing you soon, and finding ways to get to know each other. As we 
all experience transitions together in the next few weeks, may we be filled with 
joy:  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. (2 Corinthians 5:17).  
 
God’s Peace,  
--John P. Leach 
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 THIS WEEK AT  

ST. JOHN’S  

SUNDAY 

10:30 am Morning 
Prayer with Sermon 

MONDAY thru  

FRIDAY 

8:10 am  Facebook 
Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook 
Live Compline  

 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

 St. John’s Faithfulness 

Required Weekly 

$35,556.41 

Received Sunday 

$25,506.33 

Required to Date 

$1,066,692.30 

Received to Date 

$1,019,842.54 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Christopher Marshall, Sarah 
Stone, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Shirley Price, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George 
Wakefield, Frances Condit,  Marilyn Pickett 
 Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Gloria Hudgeon, Mary Lin-

ger, George West, Randy Rushton, Tommy Oliver, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra 
Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hat-
field, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Pam Litel, Aaron 
Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Stein-
dorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada 

Spears Persons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck 
Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, William Hardwick Ray, 

Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie Reddick, Vaughan Dozier, Jen-
nifer Passineau, Raye Gregory, Richard Burk, Bob Capra, Gillian Flory, Randall Williams, 

Savannah Wright, John Stallings, Linda Robbins, Mark Wimble. 

Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

Keeping Pledges  

Current 

 

During the time in 

which St. John’s is 

closed to group gather-

ings and public wor-

ship, our expenses con-

tinue. You can mail your 

offerings in using your 

pledge envelopes and 

adding a stamp. You al-

so can use Bill Pay 

through your bank or 

instruct your bank to do 

an automatic draft. 

Thank you for your con-

tinued faithfulness in 

your stewardship. 

Christmas in July 

Please take a shoebox, and fill it with a variety of 
gifts for a young boy/girl this holiday season! Pick up 

your box in the lobby of the educational building! 
They are due back at St. John’s by September 

**Directions included inside box** 

EYC SKI TRIP 
Please let Joleen know if your teenager is interested in go-
ing skiing January 15th-18th. It is $400 a person and there 

is only 10 spots open so sign up soon! 
Applications can be found on St. John’s Website, 

https://stjohnsmontgomery.org/ministries/youth/episcop
al-youth-community/  

ANNUAL ECW BAZAAR CANCELED 
 

After much thought and prayerful consideration, the ECW annual 
bazaar has been canceled due to limitations of onsite activities 

related to the COVID-19 virus.  Plans do call for the reinstatement 
of the bazaar in 2021. 

PLEASE DO NOT bring donations for the Treasure Attic to the 
church this year. There is not enough storage space at the church 

to house items until the next event can be scheduled. 
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Welcoming the New Rector – A Zoom 

Class led by Robert 

Moved to Wednesday,  

August 5, 6:30 pm 

 

In order to coordinate with the an-

nouncement of the next rector of St. 

John’s, the Zoom class on Welcoming 

the New Rector has been moved to 

Wednesday, August 5, at 6:30.  


