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About 20 years ago St. John’s em-
barked on an ambitious building cam-
paign. We began with a self-study 
which revealed the need for better and 
bigger space for very young children. 
Then we began to dream about how 
better and bigger spaces might help us 
grow in our mission as a parish. We 
struggled with the dream because it got 
really big. We thought about taking it 
in littler pieces and doing a phase at a 
time. Not without careful considera-
tion, we decided to plunge ahead with 
all of it. The facility we now identify as 
St. John’s took shape in that dreaming 
phase. 
 
The project included gutting and reno-
vating the parish hall; building a new 
kitchen and serving area; gutting and 
reforming a three-story education 
building; construction of a 20,000 
square foot office and education space 
to include a library, state of the art 
nursery space and youth space, a chil-
dren’s chapel, choir rehearsal space, 
and an archives room; a labyrinth; ex-
panded parking and green space; a new 
roof; a rebuilt and improved organ; 
landscaping the grounds which claimed 
an entire city block; and painting the 
entire structure. As we took it all on, we 
were not naïve but we really couldn’t 
see just how big the work would be-
come. 
 
Financial support was given generously 
and with excitement. The parish re-
sponded with enthusiasm, not just in 
one campaign but in three separate 
campaigns. It is not an exaggeration to 
say that we have been raising money 
for all these 20 years. We kept asking 
and we kept giving. 

Now we have come to the end of that 
huge effort. The dream has cost over 
$15 million. And last week we received 
the final gifts which will allow us to re-
tire our debt and pay off our mortgage. 
You’ve seen the debt numbers in the 
Eagle. They started in the millions and 
have steadily dwindled, went down to 
$15,000 last month, and now will be 
paid in full. Along with the sheer ac-
complishment itself goes the satisfac-
tion of knowing it has been a true 
group effort. The project has never 
been the work of a few but of so very 
many. St. John’s is now debt free and 
we all can claim it as a success. And all 
the building payments were made 
without once using operating income, 
quite an unusual accomplishment. 
 
This past Sunday we read from Colos-
sians:  “God made you alive together 
with him, when he forgave us all our 
trespasses, erasing the record that 
stood against us….” When we realize 
the burdens we carry in life and the 
erasing of those burdens by the persis-
tent loving action of God, there is a 
great freedom that we really cannot un-
derstand until the burden has disap-
peared. When the weight is lifted, we 
have a new perspective on life and 
wonder just how we made it all those 
years carrying the burdens. The bur-
dens of past misdeeds, things left un-
done, various failures and shortcom-
ings, gradually grind us down. They 
mount up slowly and we adapt to them, 
not realizing how much the weight is 
reducing us. The new light of grace 
pops in and we feel reborn. The weight 
of all we have carried has caused us to 
forget the wondrous possibilities of life. 
Once that is lifted we see more of what 
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THE LESSONS: 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
Psalm 49:1-11 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21  

 

THE COLLECT: 

 Let your continual mercy, O 
Lord, cleanse and defend your 
Church; and, because it cannot 
continue in safety without your 
help, protect and govern it al-

ways by your goodness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 

 

Frances Stallings Little 

Elgin Little 

Cecil Monroe Tucker 

 

MINISTERS SERVING 
THIS  

SUNDAY 

  
ORGANIST AND  

CHOIRMASTER: Joel  

Gregory 

ACOLYTES: Coleman Spier, 
Anderson Screws, William 
Lawlor, Holt Spier, Alex 
Marks, Jeb Clark, Holden  

Habermacher 

LAY EUCHARISTIC  

MINISTERS: Tracey  

Campbell, Leale McCall,  

Richard Anderson  

VESTRY: 7:30 Virginia  

Banister 10:30 Jimmy 
McLemore, Georgia Holmes, 
Richard Arrington, Alice 
Longshore 

ALTAR GUILD: 7:30  Jean 
McDowell 10:30  Emmie 
Stroh & Anne King 

PASTORAL CARE: Seibels 
Marshall, Anne Elizabeth 
McGowin  

FLOWER  

DELIVERY: George 
Mathews, Mary Lil Owens, 
Jeanette Lynn 

Flowers by the St. John's 
Flower Guild 

Joy and Concern 

 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, Christo-

pher Marshall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Sarah 

Spratling, Shirley Price, Florence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George 

Wakefield, Frances Condit. 

  

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Jean Shackelford, Barry Green-

Burns, Gloria Hudgeon, John Robertson, Johnny Smith, Mary Linger, George 

West, Randy Rushton, Phil Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, Ka-

ren & Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels,Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed 

Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, 

Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Betty Harper, Pam Litel, Aaron 

Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary 

Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, 

Lavada Spears Person, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon 

Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, Wil-

liam Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Dickey 

Dubose, Todd Parsons, Ernie Reddick. 

Please notify us when you are sick or  

hospitalized so that 

we might provide pastoral care. 

could be.  
 
Most of us are used to taking on some debt and then whittling away at it un-
til it is gone. We borrow money to buy cars and houses. We commit to the 
monthly payments and we accept the limits such debt brings to other things 
we might like to have. When those debts are finally paid off, we can reimag-
ine how we might like to use our resources. There is a new freedom and gen-
erally the taking on of a new commitment. Often we are led to commit to 
something with more meaning to the world, something different than a ma-
terial possession. 
 
Comparing the relief of our financial debts to the forgiveness of Christ is 
pretty trite. But it does give us a little insight into the possibilities God envi-
sions for us. St. John’s has worked hard to pay off a huge debt. We all are to 
be congratulated and the effort appreciated. It has taken all of us working 
together and it has taken the continual inspiration of the Spirit to keep us 
encouraged. Though the effort is human and ours, it has not been ours alone. 
 
The erasing of the record that stands against us in life is more completely 
God’s effort. God’s love brings a new freshness to our daily living. Our partic-
ipation in that is to realize the gift that has been given and to live the new life 
offered. If you’re living like nothing is possible, if you’re lugging around your 
own offenses or those of others, if you’re overly self-involved, you are not 
seeing yourself as God sees you. God has erased all that lies in the past. God 
will erase all that is awry today. Move along into the new vision that is 
Christ’s for the world. You are debt free. You are set free. What will that free-
dom allow you to do? 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. 
JOHN’S 

  

SUNDAY,  August 4th 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist 

8:15 am     Breakfast  
 in the Parish House 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist 

4:20 pm Children’s Choir 

9:00 pm Compline on FB 
Live 

  

MONDAY, August 5th 

12 Noon   Clergy Led Bible 
 Study in the Small 
 Dining Room 

 

TUESDAY, August 6th 

7:00 am Holy Eucharist 

8:10 am Morning Prayer on 
FB Live 

8:30 am Prayer Group 

  

WEDNESDAY, August 7th 

11:30 am Centering Prayer 

 

THURSDAY,  August 8th 

 12:05 pm      Holy Unction 
and Holy  

  Eucharist 

6:00 pm Adult Choir  

  Practice 
 

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$35,331.56  

Received Sunday 

$15,622.29  

Required to Date 

$1,059,934.80  

Received to Date 

$959,684.20  

Building Fund Debt 

$0 

Acolyte Training  and EYC parents Meeting 

August 25th– Noon 

Please let Joleen know if you cannot make it. 

If you no longer wish to serve as an acolyte please contact 

Joleen or Robert ASAP. It is VERY important that EVERYONE  

attend this training. 

Lunch will be provided  

Plan on being there around two hours 

Vestry News 

At its July 15 meeting the Vestry elected Radney Ramsey 
to serve as the next Junior Warden. Bill Eskridge serves as 
the Senior Warden this year and Jimmy McLemore serves 
as the Junior Warden. All are now involved in selecting 
the committees which will lead us through our search 

process for the next Rector of St. John's.  

Search Process Forum - August 25 
On August 25, at 9:15 am in the Parish Hall, the Wardens and 

Rector will hold a forum to inform the parish about the 

search process and answer questions. All are invited to attend. 

The Wardens are committed to regularly informing the parish 

of progress being made and we invite your prayers and input. 
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August Ingathering 

Basic School Sup-

plies: 

backpacks, paper, 

 pencils, binders,  

folders, etc. 

Bring your  

donations to St. 

John’s and we will 

deliver them to 

Carver High 

School! 

Events Around the Corner 

Dream Group August 1st 5:30 

DOK Lunch August 4th  

Men’s group August 5th 6:30 @ Sommers Place 

Blessing of the Backpacks August 11th  

Cursillo Road Show August 12th 

Heavenly Host at the Mazyck's August 13th 

Acolyte Captains Training  August 18th  

Acolyte Training August 25th  

EYC Parents Meeting August 25th 
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