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Joseph, having been sold into slavery by his jealous 
brothers, is eventually able to forgive them for what 
they have done. That forgiveness doesn’t come eas-
ily to Joseph but, after a lot of struggle and a lot of 
time, Joseph develops enough perspective to em-
brace the potential of a good future instead of 
dwelling on the sins of the past. 
 
The story  of Joseph begins before he is born. He is 
the son of Jacob and Rachel. Jacob is the one who 
cheats his brother Esau out of his father’s blessing. 
Jacob is the younger twin son of Isaac and Rebecca, 
the favorite son of his mother but seemingly not his 
father. His mother leads Jacob to deceive her hus-
band Isaac so that he may inherit his father’s bless-
ing which includes the greater inherited wealth. 
Jacob dresses up in animal skins to appear more 
hairy. His elderly, blind father mistakes Jacob for 
Esau and gives him his blessing. The history of the 
brothers was full of strife. Esau actually cheated 
Jacob in the birth canal. Jacob was headed out of 
the womb first but Esau grabs his heal and pulls 
him back so that he can be born first. Years later 
Esau comes in hungry from working in the field and 
Jacob tells him he will give him food if he sells his 
birthright to him. To seal the deal, Jacob later gets 
the deathbed blessing from his father by deceiving 
him. 
 
Jacob gets some recompense. He flees to another 
land after cheating his brother. He falls in love with 
Rachel and asks for her hand in marriage. Rachel’s 
father, Laban, agrees to give Rachel in marriage 
even though the eldest daughter, Leah, is supposed 
to be married first. Jacob works for Laban for seven 
years to gain Rachel’s hand in marriage but then, on 
the wedding night, Laban puts  Leah into the tent 
where the marriage is to be consummated. Jacob is 
thereby tricked into having Leah as his wife instead 
of Rachel. A compromise is worked out: Jacob re-
ceives Rachel as his wife too but has to work anoth-
er seven years for Laban. 
 
Joseph is born to Jacob and Rachel and the strife 
continues. Joseph is the first son of Rachel who 
later has one more son. Joseph has ten half-brothers, 
sons of Leah and Jacob, who treat him poorly. Jo-
seph brags a lot, is clearly their father’s favorite 
child, and they resent him. So much so that they 
eventually sell him to travelers and tell Jacob he has 
been killed by wild beasts. What goes around, 
comes around, we might infer at this point in the 
story. 

 
Strife is handed down from generation to genera-
tion. Abused children often become abusive adults. 
Children of alcoholics often become alcoholics 
themselves. A parent who feels unloved typically 
raises a very insecure child. Prejudice is passed 
down from parents to their children. There are fa-
mous generations-long feuds like the Hatfields and 
the McCoys. The Middle East seems full of inbred 
hatred. Almost always there is a long and sinful past 
which has led to any current struggle. 
 
Joseph is cocky and narcissistic. He’s not always 
the best model of behavior in Egypt but he gets 
some breaks, uses his gift of dream interpretation 
and his planning skills to help build a little empire. 
He is put in charge of all the food stocks which is 
parlayed into great wealth during a time of short-
age. His life in Egypt involves struggle but it leads 
to prosperity. When his brothers come seeking 
food, they don’t recognize him but he recognizes 
them and, after jerking them around a while, his 
heart softens. He lets go of the pain they have 
caused him, counts the comforts of his life above 
the hardships, and does the healing work of for-
giveness. “You meant it for evil against me, but 
God meant it for good….” Joseph sees that God has 
turned his hardship into great blessing and he 
chooses not to hold the actions of his brothers over 
them. The family is reunited and the generations-
long strife begins to heal because Joseph chooses to 
stop the cycle. 
 
Sometimes in life we hold onto things just because 
we really don’t know anything else. We might want 
to let go of some things that hold us and the people 
we love down but we don’t really know how. We 
want to see a future full of freedom and goodness 
but all we know is a past full of hurt. We all have a 
little hole inside us and sometimes we just keep on 
living a life we really don’t want. 
 
When we are able to let go of harm that has been 
done to us, a new way of living opens up. Usually 
that work takes a long, long time. Usually we can 
let go of things only after we’ve been ruled by them 
for years. Usually we have to find a way to extricate 
ourselves from the harm we have experienced in 
order to be able to forgive those who  have hurt us. 
But when we do finally reach the point of being 
able to let go and forgive, it really does feel like, 
despite all the sinful behavior of people all around 
us, God has been working throughout to teach us 

“You meant it for evil against me, but God meant it for good….” (Genesis 50.20). 
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THE LESSONS: 
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 
Psalm 78:23-29 
Ephesians 4:1-16 
John 6:24-35 
 
THE HYMNS: 
137 O wondrous type, O vision fair 
129 Christ upon the mountain peak 
460 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  
 
THE COLLECT: 
O Lord, we beseech thee, let thy contin-
ual pity cleanse and defend thy Church, 
and, because it cannot continue in safe-
ty without thy succor, preserve it ever-
more by thy help and goodness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
  
 

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
Cecil Monroe Tucker 

Frances Stallings Little 
Elgin Little 

 
  

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: H. Ramsey, W. Hamlett, 
A. E. Clark, S. C. Hughes, B. Eskridge, 
A. Fitzpatrick, C. Peeples, L. Bradford 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, S. Spratling, K. Dailey, W. 
Gunter 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
C. Placeway 
VESTRY:  7:30 B. Young 
10:30 B. Eskridge, A. Hamlett, B. 
Young, V. Banister 
ALTAR GUILD: J. McDowell, M. 
Shaw, E. Stroh, A. King 
PASTORAL CARE:  S. Marshall, A. E. 
McGowin 
FLOWER DELIVERY:  J. Lynn, M.L. 
Owens, G. Mathews 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

Events Around the Corner 

Family Promise Week—August 12—18 

Blessing of the Backpacks—August 12 

Heavenly Hosts—August 14 in the home of Laura & Jimmy McLemore 

SpiritLit —August 15 in the home of Sandra Patrick 

ECW Luncheon—Sunday, August 19 at Noon 

Acolyte Captains Meeting—August 19 

Acolyte Training—August 26 

Remember Tuesdays—Morning Prayer at 8:10 am on Facebook Live 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Florence Jordan, Christopher Mar-
shall, Sunshine Huff, Karen Jarrell, Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Ed-
die McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill. 
  
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie 
Steindorff, Betty Harper, Jennifer Pruitt, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee Ear-
nest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Stein-
dorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Per-
son, Ame Duan, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, 
Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

  

Adult Formation Class 
Summer Sunday School Series 

June 3 - August 26 @ 9:15am 

Led by The Rev. Deonna Neal 

In the Parish Hall 

AUGUST HEAVENLY HOSTS 

Tuesday, August 14, 6:30 pm 
In the home of  

Laura & Jimmy McLemore 
2337 Rosemont Place 

 Beverages will be provided, please bring  a dish or dessert to share. 

his great love for us. Forgiveness takes a long time but when we practice it, healing begins. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, Aug 5 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
for adults in the Parish House 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir 
  
MONDAY, Aug 6 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
 
TUESDAY, Aug 7 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, Aug 8 
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
 
THURSDAY, Aug 9 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$15,334.93 

Required to Date 

$1,082,004.00 

Received to Date 

$964,685.05 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$157,559 

ATTENTION WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

  

Plans for the 2018 Bazaar,  

Wednesday, November 14th,  

are underway! 

  

Let us know in which area you would like to work: 

Pantry, Arts & Crafts, Treasure Attic, Fine Arts, Luncheon, Silent Auction 

  

Contact Virginia Banister, Volunteer Co-ordinator: 

334-354-9517 or vbear9517@charter.net 

A book series for women.    

For more information contact Candice@stjohnsmontgomery.org. 

Wednesday, August 15 
Priestdaddy by Patricia Lockwood 

At the home of Sandra Patrick 
2448 Rosemont Place 

  

 5 pm Sips and Snacks  
(bring something yummy to share; beverages will be provided) 

5:30 pm Book discussion 

Family Promise Week 

Our Family Promise week will be August 12 through August 18.  The signup sheet is on the bul-
letin board just outside the Parish House. Overnight hosts and dinner volunteers are needed, also 
needed are volunteers to help with set up and making up beds. We’re expecting a large group 
and could use extra help.  Our team is Katharine Harris (katharineharris@knology.net or 334-315-
1230), or Libby Fitzpatrick (libfitz1@gmail.com).  If you have questions, feel free to contact one 
of the team. Please consider volunteering for this very rewarding ministry.  

August Outreach In-Gathering 

Paper for Public Schools 
Please bring reams of white copy paper to the church office to donate 

to Montgomery Public Schools 

mailto:vbear9517@charter.net
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