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Christian Formation for the Family 
 

Contrary to popular misguided cultural stereotypes and frequent parental misconceptions, we be-
lieve that the evidence clearly shows that the single most important social influence on the reli-
gious and spiritual lives of adolescents is their parents (emphasis added). Grandparents and oth-
er relatives, mentors, and youth workers can be very influential as well, but normally, parents are 
most important in forming their children’s religious and spiritual lives. . .the best social predictor, 
although not a guarantee, of what the religious and spiritual lives of youth will look like is what the 
religious and spiritual lives of their parents do look like. Parents and other adults most likely “will 
get what they are.” This recognition may be empowering to parents, or alarming, or both. But it is 
a fact worth taking seriously in any case. (Smith, Christian with Melinda Lundquist Denton. Soul 
Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of Teenagers. New York: Oxford University Press, 
2005. P. 261) 

 

Through their research, Smith and Denton, the authors of the above quote, have determined that 
parents have the most impactful and important role in the religious lives of their children. The im-
plications behind this thesis are two-fold; the responsibility of the parents and the responsibility of 
the church.  

 

Reflecting upon my days as a youth minister in a large parish, I recall similar research which em-
phatically stated that a strong children’s and youth ministry program was predicated on a strong 
and meaningful adult education/formation program. In short, if formation offered to parents reso-
nates and parents participate, their children will participate in age-appropriate formation as well.  

 

I take these insights to heart as we prepare to introduce Christian formation offerings for the Fall 
beginning after Labor Day. The offerings will vary in topic and depth allowing you to choose what 
fits where you are in your spiritual journey. For families with children, I pray that you will partici-
pate not as an obligation to the church, but because you appreciate your role in teaching children 
how to be disciples of Jesus.  

 

All families face challenges in balancing priorities and schedules. I understand the complexities of 
adolescent expectations. However, I also, as your priest and rector, believe that our faith lives are 
vital to our emotional, physical and social well-being. The idea of dropping off children at Sunday 
School and abdicating your participation proves to be a less constructive way of developing reli-
gious and spiritual understandings at home, at school and among peers.  

 

I am not ready to assert the famous Prattville billboard that reads, “Come to church or the devil 
will get you.”  However, I can say with certainty, Come to church or your children will miss out on 
developing a faith that will sustain them for the rest of their lives.  

 

Peace,  

John+ 
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Acolyte Training 

 

Reminder Acolyte Training is Sunday, August 8. 

 

The Acolyte Corps has expanded to include 5th through 12th graders! If you would 
like to participate this year, please email Deonna (deonna@stjohnsmontgomery.org) 
with you name, age, grade during the 2021-2022 academic year, email address and 
phone number. 

 

Any currently serving Acolytes, please confirm that you would like to continue serving during 2021-2022 and pro-
vide Deonna with the above information. 

More Lay Ministry Opportunities 

 

• Sunday School Teachers—Please contact Sarah if interested (sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org) 

• Sunday Livestream—Please contact Anne Tippett if interested (anne@stjohnsmontgomery.org) 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

 

We invite children of all ages to bring their backpacks (for the new school year) to church on Sun-
day, August 15 (10:30 am service). Each child will receive a special blessing tag and prayer for the 
new school year!  

 

Email sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org with questions. 

Sunday School Registration 

 

Sunday School Registration for 2021-2022 is now open! Please use the applicable 
link beow to fill out a registration form. If you have any questions, contact Sarah 
(sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org). 

• Nursery Registration (Birth-PreK3)-
https://stjohnsmontgomery.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/7/responses/new 

• Rising Pre-K3 through Rising 6th—https://stjohnsmontgomery.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/8/responses/new 

COVID-19 Guidelines 

Dear Friends, 

 

As you are aware, the Covid Delta variant has presented additional concerns regarding public health and mask pro-
tocols. The Right Reverend Glenda Curry, Bishop of Alabama has communicated with the clergy regarding best prac-
tices for churches. In short, she asks that we encourage the use of masks for indoor events unless we have reasonable 
knowledge that the parish is fully vaccinated. She gives the clergy discretion to decide the best way forward for each 
parish.  
 

At St John's we can reasonably assume that the majority of those attending services and events are vaccinated. How-
ever, it would be naive to suggest that we all are vaccinated. Therefore, I have two requests. The first one is to urge 
all those who are eligible and unvaccinated to get vaccinated. The second request is to recommend but not require 
the use of masks when groups and gatherings have both vaccinated and unvaccinated people. We will not single peo-
ple out, but urge everyone to be considerate and compassionate remembering the well-being of one of us affects the 
well-being of all of us.  
 

If circumstances require, we will revisit our guidelines accordingly.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation., John 
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Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Elizabeth Via Brown, Tranum Fitz-
patrick, Karen Jarrell, Albert Killingsworth, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, Sallie 
Millsap, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson. 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Joe Carter, David, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve 
Harding, Hayden Herring, Patty Kimbel, Richard Norris, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, James 
Paine, Lavada Person, Debbie Steindorff. 
 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

 

The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify if the name listed needs to be included longer.  

THE LESSONS: 1 Kings 19: 4-8, Psalm 34: 1-8, Ephesians 4:25—52, John 6: 35, 41-51 
 

THE COLLECT: 
 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that 
we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

SUNDAY, August 8 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

12:00 pm Acolyte Training 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

MONDAY, August 9 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

TUESDAY, August 10 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

WEDNESDAY, August 11 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

6:00 pm Outreach Committee Meeting 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

THURSDAY, August 12 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

12:00 pm Children’s Committee Luncheon 

1:30 pm Archives Committee 

5:30 pm Instrumentalist Rehearsal 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

This Week At St. John’s 

Joy and Concern 

Altar Flower Memorial 
 

The Altar Flowers this week are given in memory of: Alice McKeithen Persons, S. Gordon Persons, Sr., Eliz-
abeth McKeithen Upshaw, Maida Eubanks Persons, Juliette Persons Doter, Grace Allen Britt, James Har-
grove Richardson, Capt. O. Ashley Richardson, Jr., Harry Elliott Allen, Jr., Martha Richardson Allen, Lore-
na Wolverson, Stanley Wolverson, Helen Worrilow, Lawrence Worrilow 


