ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Montgomery, Alabama

THE 16TH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II
10.30 a.m. • Sep 12th, 2021
A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church
Welcome! We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.
In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s
Table. If you have not been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact
one of the clergy. Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their
arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest. Guests are expected and welcome! For
your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is located in
the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left. Also, children’s activity bags are
available in the back of the church.

Opening Voluntaries
Welcome and Announcements
Entrance Hymn 432 O praise ye the Lord

The Word of God
The people standing, the Bishop says
People
Bishop:
People:
Bishop:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God's call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.

The Collect of the Day
Bishop
People
Bishop

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

LAUDATE DOMINUM

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The people sit.

The Lessons
The First Lesson: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens-wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please remain seated. The Psalm will be sung by soloists from the choir.

Psalm 116:1-8
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
2 The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.

3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life."
4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous; *
our God is full of compassion.
5 The Lord watches over the innocent; *
I was brought very low, and he helped me.
6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul, *
for the Lord has treated you well.
7 For you have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord *
in the land of the living.

The Epistle: James 3:1-12
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone
who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a
bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them,
yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can
tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father,
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand. During the hymn, children are invited to process to the children's chapel.
Sequence Hymn 482 Lord of all hopefulness
The Gospel Reading: Mark 8:27-38
Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

SLANE

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who
do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered
them not to tell anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda Curry

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates
Bishop:
Presenters

The Candidates will now be presented.
I present these persons for Confirmation.

Bishop:
Candidates:

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?
I do.

Bishop
Candidates:

Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying
Bishop:
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in
their life in Christ?
People:
We will.
The Bishop then says these or similar words
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal
covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant
Bishop:
People:

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Bishop
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Bishop:
People:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Bishop :

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God's help.

People:
Bishop:
People:

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God's help.

Bishop:
People:

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.

Bishop:
People:

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God's help.

Bishop

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God's help.

People:

Prayers for the Candidates
The Bishop then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ.
Leader:
People:

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader :
People:

Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
People:

Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
People:

Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
People:

Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
People:

Send them into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader :
People:

Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.

The Bishop says
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you
have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you
have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at
their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before
them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Bishop lays hands upon each person and says
Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your service; and
sustain him all the days of his life. Amen.
The Bishop concludes with this prayer
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your
Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word,
that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared.
The People stand for the Doxology and the presentation of the gifts.
Doxology

OLD 100TH

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A)
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, for by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new
people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore we praise
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The people kneel.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
All sing this fraction anthem together

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
After communion, the service may include the following lay eucharistic commission.
Clergy: We send you out to take communion to those who cannot be with us this day.
People: May you carry our prayers as you share this sacrament of Christ’s presence.
After the lay eucharistic visitors depart the Celebrant continues and the people pray together
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Please stand for the retiring procession.
Hymn 473 Lift high the cross
Dismissal
Deacon
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Lift High the Cross

CRUFICER

Criag Phillips

Today’s Servers
Acolytes: Wyatt Wells, Brett Westhauser, Holden Habermacher, James Marshall,
Robert Marshall, Ella Claire Corsino.
Lectors: Leale McCall and J.R. Marshall
Eucharistic Ministers: Keith Miller, Mary Hughes, Dudley Perry
Ushers: Radney Ramsey, J.R. Marshall, Will Gunter, Ellen Habermacher
Altar Guild: Ashley Hamlett
Flower Delivery Team: Sandy & Stanley Marks, Maria Pacheco, Nancy Buzard
Videographer: Anne Tippett
Instrumentalists: Robby Gibson, guitar; Barbara Shanks, oboe; David Simpson, bassoon.
Altar Flowers given in memory of: Charles Andrew Harris, Sr.; Lucille Jackson Harris; Julia
Marks Dozier; Jane Dozier Harris; Charles Andrew Harris, Jr.; Audrey Clingman Pinkston;
Charles Mitchell Pinkston, Sr.; Charles L. & Ilona Grey Pinkston; Fred D. & Louisa Clingman
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Elizabeth Via Brown, Mark Chappell,
Martha Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell, Albert Killingsworth, Elizabeth Killingsworth, Leslie Little,
Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Shirley Price, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson.
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Joe Carter, David, Frank, Lisa Gendron, Steve
Harding, Hayden Herring, Richard Norris, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, James Paine, Lavada
Person.
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer.

Announcements
Kick Off Celebration after 10:30am service Today: Join us after the 10:30am service today to
celebrate the confirmands, celebrate the beginning of the fall Sunday school year, eat some cake,
hot dogs and Kona Ice, and let your kids slip & slide in celebration.
Adult Christian Education Begins this Week!
Monday Bible Study at 11,00am in Small Dining Room: All are welcome.
Wednesday Nights 6.00pm to 7.30pm: “Ancient Faiths in Modern Context” led by the Rev. Dr.
Deonna Neal on Judaism, Christian Orthodoxy, and Islam. Classes on Sept 15, 22, and
29 are via Zoom. Guest speaker series will take place in Parish Hall on October, 6, 13,
and 20. Contact Deonna for the Zoom link.
Sundays at 9.15am in Parish Hall: Rector’s Forum Sept 19th: History of St. John’s Windows I
Sundays at 9.15am in Library: Young Adult Book Group Discussion on Rachel Held Evans’
Searching for Sundays: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church.
led by Nick and Alice Prillaman.
Weekday Service Schedule:
Mondays 8.10am Morning Prayer (Facebook Live)
Tuesday: 7.00am Holy Eucharist in Chapel
Tuesdays: 9.00pm Compline (Facebook Live)
Wednesdays: 8.10am Morning Prayer (Facebook Live)
Thursday: 12.05pm Healing Eucharist in Chapel
Thursdays: 9.00pm Compline (Facebook Live)
Sundays: 7.00pm Family Story Time (Facebook Live)
Today’s Offering: The loose plate offering today will go to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama
The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama
The Reverend John P. Leach, Rector
The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Associate Rector
Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster
Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation
Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries
Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator
Heather Herring, Financial Administrator
Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector
Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent
Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff
Vestry and Officers
Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden
Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden
Richard Bradford, Treasurer
Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer
Class of 2021:
John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise
Class of 2022:
Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr.
Class of 2023:
Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,
Wyatt Wells
113 Madison Ave., Montgomery, AL 36104
334-262-1937
www.stjohnsmontgomery.org
Text to Give: You now have an additional way to give at St. John’s. Whether its a pledge payment, a memorial, or
any other type of payment, you can text “stjohnsmgm” to 833-251-1449.

