
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 
Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table.  If you have not 
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive 
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests 
are expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger.  The nursery is 

located through doors on the front right of the church, and at the end of the hall on your right.  Also, children’s activity bags are 
available in the narthex and in the main hallway 

 

 

Opening Voluntaries 

My Soul Proclaims the Greatness of the Lord   Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

Fughetta on the Magnificat        Johann Pachelbel                 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Word of God 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The following is sung by vocalists, all standing 

O come, Thou key of David, come, 

And open wide our heavenly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 

Dispense the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 

hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 

ever.  Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me;  

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted,  

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners;  

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God;  

to comfort all who mourn;  

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

to give them a garland instead of ashes,  

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  



They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

the devastations of many generations.  

For I the Lord love justice, 

I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

and their offspring among the peoples;  

all who see them shall acknowledge 

that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God;  

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,  

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 15  The Song of Mary The Magnificat  
Remain seated.  The canticle will be sung by a vocalist. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 



He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

At this time children are invited to join the procession to the Children’s Chapel . 

 

The Gospel Reading: John 1: 6-8; 19-28 

All stand. 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light.  

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 

to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 

Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 

you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have 

an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet 

Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are 

you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered 

them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon: The Rev. John P. Leach 

 

The Nicene Creed  

All stand, saying together: 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 



the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People  

Kneeling as you are able. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the World: 

We pray for the universal church to be a beacon of hope in the world; give your voice to the 

church, its ministers and its people; especially to; Justin the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael 

our Presiding Bishop, Kee and Glenda our Bishops, and John and Deonna our clergy. 

Intercessor:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

People:  And Comfort us your people 

We pray for the leaders of the nation and all in authority. Shower your grace on them and inspire 

in them a message of peace and love among all people; prepare in them a dwelling to receive 

your message of truth this Advent season. We pray especially for: Donald, our President; Joseph, 

our President-elect; Kay, our Governor; and Steven, our Mayor. 

Intercessor:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

People:  And Comfort us your people 



We pray all those who have suffered death, injury and affliction from earthly trials around the 

world, especially from the global pandemic, storms, hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, drought and 

fires; help those who have survived to find your light in their times of darkness. 

Intercessor:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

People:  And Comfort us your people 

 We pray that you will teach us how to protect and enrich our natural environment. 

Intercessor:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

People:  And Comfort us your people 

We pray for awareness to respect the dignity of all members of our community that we may love 

our neighbors as ourselves; Guide us by the light of your Word so that we may walk through the 

darkness of poverty, racism, misunderstanding, and hatred, and may be reconciled to our 

neighbors. 

Intercessor:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

People:  And Comfort us your people  

We pray for the safety of our armed forces and all who serve with them, especially Jonathan 

Joyner, Jack Durkee, Ben Klein, and Curtis Buzard; Our companion parish of Espiritu Santo, in 

Tela, Honduras; and for all first responders and all healthcare personnel. 

Intercessor:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

People:  And Comfort us your people 

We pray for those who suffer or are in any trouble, may they have the faith of the shepherd and 

accept your healing power. We pray especially for __________. 

Intercessor:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

People:  And Comfort us your people 

May those who are departed rest in your peace and live in the presence of your light. 

Intercessor:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

People:  And Comfort us your people 

  

The Deacon reads this Concluding Collect: 

Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by 

faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our 

only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin  

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 



and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace  

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 

The celebrant says an offertory sentence. The people may sit while the altar is being prepared. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin 

and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 

power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 

appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 

the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



Sung by vocalists 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The People kneel. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death. 

We proclaim his resurrection. 

We await his coming in glory. 

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with [________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

  



The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The following fraction anthem will be sung by vocalists. 

 

Blessed are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.  

Praise the Lord, all you nations; laud him, all you peoples.  For his loving-kindness toward us is 

great, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.  

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  



Advent Blessing  

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 

sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded 

with unending life. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

Please stand as the clergy depart. 

Hymn Tune  

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude      Tell Out, My Soul       Paul Manz 

  



Advent and Christmas Schedule 2020 

December 20 

7:30 am  Holy Eucharist Rite I 

10:30 am  Advent Lessons & Carols 

December 24 

12:00pm Carillon Concert (Tower Bells) 

4:30pm  Carillon Concert (Tower Bells) 

5:00 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II Children’s Pageant, Brass Ensemble, Organ 

7:00 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II Instrumentalists & Organ 

10:00pm Prelude Concert Instrumentalists & Organ 

10:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite I  Instrumentalists & Organ 

December 25 

10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I Organ 

December 27 

10:30 am  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Announcements 

Theologies for the Season: Led on Wednesday evenings at 6.30pm by the Rev. John Leach. The last 

class on December 16th will focus on A Christmas Carol. 

Altar Flowers for Christmas:  Would you like to donate toward the altar flowers for the Christmas 

services?  You may also mail in a check along with the names you would like to honor/memorialize to St. 

John’s, 113 Madison Ave, Montgomery, AL  36104  

Christmas Eve Toys:  Help us make this Christmas more magical for a child in need! We invite you to 

bring an “unwrapped toy” to the 5:00 pm Christmas Eve service! All toys will be delivered to the 

Salvation Army!  

Children’s Christmas Eve Pageant:  The children of St. John’s ages newborn through 6th grade will 

perform their annual Christmas play during the 5pm Christmas Eve service.  Please contact Sarah Collier 

if you would like your child or grandchild to participate.  Costumes are provided.  

sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org 

  
Today’s Servers 

Advent Wreath Lighters:  The Holmes family 

Lector: Reg McLane  Intercessor: Catherine McLemore Children’s Chapel: Sarah Collier 

Greeters/Ushers: Radney Ramsey, Scott Mitchell, Brice Johnston, Mary-Nelms Parsons 

Musicians: David Peden, baritone; Katie Marcelino, mezzo-soprano;  Barbara Shanks,  

oboe; David Simpson, bassoon. 

The Prayers of the People were written by: Tracey Campbell, John and Melissa Carter; Kitty Coleman; 

Jon and Kat Dailey; Rosa Davis; Anne and Reggie Hamner; Mary Helen Mahan; and Will Hill 

Tankersley. 
Joy and Concern 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Bonner Engelhardt, Karen Jarrell, Sarah Leach, 

Caroline Majors, Christopher Marshall, Joe McGough, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, George Wakefield. 
 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Betsy Arnold, Margaret Carlson, Pee Wee Kohn, Diane 

Kuehndorf, Charlie Leisy, Mike Luckett, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Ernie Reddick,  Debbie Steindorf, 

Jeff Webb, Mark Wimble. 

 

We pray for those who have died, especially Dottie Campbell and Christine Dillard 
 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. The prayer list 

will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer 
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