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Years ago, a volunteer who was serving 

on our front desk, said to me: “Robert, I 

just found out that not all priests make 

the same salary. Why is that?” I replied 

teasingly, “Because priests like me de-

serve more money than lazy, good for 

nothing priests!” She laughed and said, 

“I guess that’s right.”  

 

I have been very fortunate over the years 

to have served in a parish that pays its 

rector much more than tiny rural parish-

es are able to afford. All the while, frank-

ly, I have realized that the priests who 

serve in tiny rural parishes have it much 

harder than I ever have. They might not 

put in as many hours as I do each week 

or deal with as much stress but they are 

under much more pressure than me in 

many ways. They serve virtually all alone 

while I have always had a talented staff 

to share the workload and generate ide-

as. I get to listen to wonderful clergy col-

leagues preach and teach while those 

priests serving by themselves do not 

have such inspiration. The vast majority 

of Episcopal churches have only one 

priest and often that priest can serve on-

ly part-time due to financial restrictions. 

In my career I have received financial 

benefits more than other priests and the 

many other benefits associated with re-

source size congregations. It feels like 

the difference between a two-parent 

household with ample income and family 

support as opposed to a single-parent 

family living in poverty. Neither is easy all 

the time but the latter is infinitely harder. 

 

Were I to believe that I have fully merited 

being in a place like St. John’s for so long 

and think the benefits are exclusively 

due to my hard work and ingenuity, you 

would be right to correct me and tell me 

that good fortune has played a huge part 

in my career. Sometimes we look at our 

lives only with the lens of reward and 

punishment. When we use only that lens, 

we wrongly associate all our good fortune 

with the effort we have put in. When we 

use only that lens, we conclude that 

those who have less good fortune some-

how have brought that on themselves by 

a poor work ethic or bad decisions. “If 

they had worked as hard as me, they 

would have it better,” we conclude from 

such an outlook. 

 

In that way of thinking, we totally lose 

track of the great gift that life is. We easi-

ly fall into thoughts about who deserves 

what in this world. We easily forget that 

life itself is a gift. We easily forget that 

the various worldly economic systems 

reward many of us far beyond our merit 

and hurt others who are at least as de-

serving as we are. I might think I am 

smarter and work harder than others. 

But, even if that may be true, I cannot 

take credit for either. My smarts were 

either given to me at birth or developed 

in an education system that favors peo-

ple like me. Sure I work hard but where 

does that energy come from? How do I 

account for the good health which has 

allowed me to rise early each day virtual-

ly pain free and move through the day 

effortlessly. Give me a few health prob-

lems and my world would look entirely 

different. There honestly isn’t much in 

life that I have actually earned. And cer-

tainly I don’t deserve anything better 

than anyone else.  
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THE LESSONS: 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 

THE COLLECT: 

Merciful God, who sent your 
messengers the prophets to 

preach repentance and prepare 
the way for our salvation: Give 
us grace to heed their warnings 
and forsake our sins, that we 

may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 
who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen.  

 

 

MINISTERS SERV-
ING THIS  
SUNDAY 

ORGANIST AND  

CHOIRMASTER: Joel  

Gregory 

ACOLYTES:  Emily 
Frances Marshall, William 
Lawlor, Robert Huffaker, 
Anna Perry, Anna Steven-
son, Robert Wells, Holden 
Habermacher, Alex Marks  

LAY EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS: William 
Hanyes, Keith Miller, Dud-
ley Perry  

LAY EUCHARISTIC VIS-
ITORS: Rosa Davis 

VESTRY: 7:30 Virginia 
Banister 10:30 Bill 
Eskridge, Georgia Holmes, 
Jean Smyth, Stephanie 
Norrell  

ALTAR GUILD:  

PASTORAL CARE: Betsy 
Cannon, Josie Eskridge, 
Michelle Shaw  

FLOWER  

DELIVERY: Sandy & 
Stanley Marks, Maria 
Pacheco-West, Nancy 
Buzard  

Flowers by the St. 
John's Flower Guild 

FEAST OF LIGHTS 
January 5th 

5:30 dinner 6:00 service 
Any youth that wants to have a reading part must let Joleen know before 

Christmas. 

Christmas Eve Services  

5:00 pm and 11:00 pm 

Christmas Day Service  

10:00 am 

I’ve received one comment in particular about my retirement next year that has 

caught me by surprise. “Congratulations, you’ve earned it!”, I’ve heard from a few 

different people. That doesn’t sound exactly accurate to me for a couple reasons. 

I’ve persevered over the years and have served longer than the norm but I can’t 

take all the credit for that. 

 

I will receive certain financial benefits when I retire. I will receive a pension. Many 

professionals do not receive such. The other professions offer a higher annual 

income but most require the individuals to provide for their own retirement. While 

I won’t enter retirement with a big nest egg that I have accumulated, I will have 

the assurance of an annual pension, one that I have not contributed to. My em-

ployers over the years have contributed to the Church Pension Fund. Each year 

the parishes I have worked for have paid 19% of my salary to a pooled fund man-

aged by the Episcopal Church. I will receive a monthly amount based on my years 

of service and annual earnings. Once again I will receive far more than someone 

working in a smaller place.  In retirement I will receive government benefits such 

as Social Security and Medicare. Yes, I have personally been paying 15% of my 

salary every year into that pooled resource but chances are very good that I will 

receive far more in benefits in my retirement than I ever paid in while employed. 

 

Those of us who have worked hard over a period of many years may easily think 

we deserve the benefits we will receive. We also may be tempted to think those 

who do not work as hard or even those who cannot work at all don’t deserve such 

benefits. We may even refer to their payments as entitlements and see ours as 

earned benefits. 

 

Who deserves what in this world? That’s a question I’ll leave you with. I’m not ex-

actly sure of the answer myself. But for me personally, what I have received and 

will receive in this world, financially and otherwise, seems a whole lot more than I 

could ever earn. Is my life a gift from God or is it a reward based on good perfor-

mance. That answer seems obvious and has some pretty big implications for how 

I should live each day. 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr.  

Don’t forget to pick up your Angel Tree Family from the Parish 

Hall. All gifts are due to the church by December 15th. If you 

have any questions contact Sarah Collier at  

sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. 
JOHN’S 

  

SUNDAY 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist 

8:15 am     Breakfast  
 in the Parish House 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist 

4:20 pm Children’s Choir 

9:00 pm Compline on FB 
Live 

  

MONDAY 

12 Noon   Clergy Led Bible 
 Study in the Small 
 Dining Room 

 

TUESDAY 

7:00 am Holy Eucharist 

8:10 am Morning Prayer on 
FB Live 

8:30 am Prayer Group 

  

WEDNESDAY 

11:30 am Centering Prayer 

3:30 pm    Coffice 

5:30pm Eucharist  

 

THURSDAY 

 12:05 pm      Holy Unction 
and Holy Eucha-
rist 

6:00 pm Adult Choir  

  Practice 
 

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

Received Sunday 

 

Required to Date 

Received to Date 

 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

Florence Marks Pratt 

Merrill Edward Pratt 

Sarah Tatum Smith 

Edith Smith Pratt 

James Duke Paterson 

William Benneville Rhodes Rayford 

Daniel Pratt 

Merril Edward Pratt  

The Flowers on the Altar this Sunday are to the glory of God and in 
memory of: 

St. John's Cursillo Upcoming Dates:  

ULTREYA/OPEN REUNION GROUP - THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH - 5:30-7:30  

-In the Parish Hall. Bring a dish to share with the group.  

 

FEAST OF LIGHTS SERVICE - JANUARY 5TH  

-Serve dinner to the parish. 

 

LENTEN WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERIES - MARCH 11, 2020 

Trawick-Scott Advent Recital Series 

20th Season  
December 4   Guy Harrison, Violin  Professor at Auburn University, music of Rhein-
berger, Chopin and Bach. 

  

December 11  Rebecca Taylor, Organ Advent Meditations, music of Bach, Guilain, 
Langlais, Brahms, Howells and Locklair. 

 

December 18  Mary Speaks, Women’s Ensemble    Music by women composers and po-
ets, sung by a community ensemble of women. 

 Music begins at 12:05 pm, simple lunch ($5) follows. 

Church of the Ascension  (334) 263-5529 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, Christopher 
Marshall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Shirley Price, Flor-
ence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George Wakefield, Frances Condit, Johnny 
Smith.  

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-Burns, Gloria 
Hudgeon, John Robertson, Johnny Smith, Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, 
Phil Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra 
Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hat-
field, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, 
Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Brad-
ford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barn-
hart, Lavada Spears Persons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon 
Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, William 
Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie Reddick, 
Vaughan Dozier, Kay Ivey.  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 
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