ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Montgomery, Alabama

FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II
9.00 a.m. and 11.00 a.m. • April 4th, 2021

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church
Welcome! We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.
In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table. If you have not
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy. Those who wish not to receive
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest. Guests
are expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is
located through doors on the front right of the church, and at the end of the hall on your right. Also, children’s activity bags are
available in the narthex and in the main hallway

Prelude

Grand Choeur Dialogue

Eugène Gigout

Welcome and Announcements
Entrance Hymns
207 Jesus Christ is Risen Today (9 am and 11 am)
179 Welcome, Happy Morning (verses 1, 4, 5, and 6 - 9 am only)

EASTER HYMN
FORTUNATUS

During the hymns at the 9.00am service the children will proceed to the cross with their mite
boxes.

The Word of God
The people standing, the Celebrant says
People

Alleluia! Christ has Risen!
The Lord has risen indeed! Alleluia!

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sung by all.
Opening Canticle - Gloria in excelsis (Hymnal, S 280)
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to
us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The people sit.

The Lessons
The First Lesson: Acts 10:34-43
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable
to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after
the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third
day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name."
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Remain seated. The psalm will be said responsively by whole verse.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let Israel now proclaim, *
"His mercy endures for ever."
14 The Lord is my strength and my song, *
and he has become my salvation.
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *
in the tents of the righteous:
16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *
the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!"
17 I shall not die, but live, *
and declare the works of the Lord.
18 The Lord has punished me sorely, *
but he did not hand me over to death.
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.
20 "This is the gate of the Lord; *
he who is righteous may enter."
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
and have become my salvation.
22 The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord's doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 On this day the Lord has acted; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

All stand.
Gospel Fanfare
The Gospel Reading: John 20:1-18
Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as
yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples
returned to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the
head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her,
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus
said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”;
and she told them that he had said these things to her.

People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. John P. Leach

The Nicene Creed
All stand, saying together:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The people kneel as they are able.

The Prayers of the People (Form III)
The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; We pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of
Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda, our bishop; and John and Deonna our
clergy.
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for Joseph our President; Kay, our Governor; and Steven, our Mayor. We pray for all
who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world.
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
We pray for all those serving in the Armed Forces, especially Jonathan Joyner, Jack Durkee, Ben
Klein, and Curtis Buzard. We pray for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo in Tela,
Honduras. We pray for all first responders and all healthcare personnel. Give us grace to do your
will in all that we undertake.
That our works may find favor in your sight.
We pray for, _____. Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by
faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
All stand.

The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. Please keep
appropriate social distancing.

The Holy Communion
The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared.
Voluntary

My Spirit, Be Joyful! (Easter Cantata)

Johann Sebastian Bach

All stand to sing
Doxology

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A)
The People stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. But chiefly are we bound
to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death
he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The people kneel.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
All sing the fraction anthem together

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Anthem at Communion

Lift Your Voice Rejoicing, Mary

Thomas Foster

Lift your voice rejoicing, Mary, Christ has risen from the tomb; on the cross a suffering victim, now as victor he is
come. Whom your tears in death were mourning, welcome with your smiles returning. Let your alleluias rise!
Raise your weary eyelids, Mary, see him living ever more; see his countenance, how gracious see the wounds for
you he bore. All the glory of the morning pales before those wounds redeeming. Let your alleluias rise! Life is
yours forever, Mary, for your light is come once more, and the strength of death is broken; now your songs of joy
outpour. Ended now the night of sorrow, love has brought the blessed morrow. Let your alleluias rise!

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen..
Blessing
Please stand for the retiring procession.

Hymn 180 He is risen, he is risen!
Dismissal
Deacon
People
Postlude

UNSER HERRSCHER

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Toccata (Symphony V)

Charles-Marie Widor

Announcements
Easter Offering: You may place your Easter offering in the collection plate located at each
entry door or use this QR code to give to the Easter Offering.

Office Closed: The church office will be closed for Easter Monday, April 5, 2021.

Today’s Servers
At 9.00am
Crucifer: Anne Elaine Clark
Torchbearers: Robert and James Marshall
Lector/Intercessor: Fairley McDonald and William Haynes
Ushers/Greeters: Radney Ramsey, Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., JR Marshall, Michelle Shaw
Altar Guild: Jeanne Drummond
Videographer: Sam Collier
At 11.00am
Crucifer: Stewart Miller
Torchbearers: Hunter Dailey and Bobbie Eskridge
Lector/Intercessor: Keith Miller and Tracey Campbell
Greeters/Ushers: Radney Ramsey, Brice Johnston, Betsy Cannon, Dudley Perry, Jr.
Altar Guild: Chuck Moore
Musicians: Lauren Simpson, alto; Michael Thomas & Michael Kobito, trumpets; Blake Durden, horn;
Matt Scott, trombone; Errol Rhoden, tuba.
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Karen Jarrell, Ken Mahan, Caroline Majors,
Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, Joe McGough, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Geoff Stough, Fred
Tyson, George Wakefield.
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, Joe Carter,
Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Pee Wee Kohn, Diane Kuehndorf, Shelley Garrison Lackey,
Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Debbie Steindorff.
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama
The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama
The Reverend John P. Leach, Rector
The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Associate Rector
Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster
Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation
Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries
Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator
Heather Herring, Financial Administrator
Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector
Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent
Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff
Vestry and Officers
Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden
Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden
Richard Bradford, Treasurer
Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer
Class of 2021:
John Carter, Wil Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise
Class of 2022:
Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr.
Class of 2023:
Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,
Wyatt Wells
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Montgomery, AL 36104
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www.stjohnsmontgomery.org

