
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 
Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table.  If you have not 
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive 
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests 
are expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is 

located in the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left.  Also, children’s activity bags are available in 
the back of the church.  

 

Prelude      
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Entrance Hymn  390 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty       LOBE DEN HERREN 

  

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Opening Canticle, Gloria in excelsis (said by all in unison) 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.   

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: Send your 

Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond of peace 

and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. Grant this for 

the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

 

The Old Testament:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could 

not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He said, "I 

am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry 

with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For 

the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there 

will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant 

on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but 

God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the 

land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, 

God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the 

land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's 

children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you 

there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you and your household, 

and all that you have, will not come to poverty.'" 



And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with 

him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Remain seated.  The psalm will be said responsively by whole verse. 

The Response: Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 

do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 

2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 

and like the green grass fade away. 

3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; * 

dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 

4 Take delight in the Lord, * 

and he shall give you your heart's desire. 

5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, * 

and he will bring it to pass. 

6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 

and your just dealing as the noonday. 

7 Be still before the Lord * 

and wait patiently for him. 

8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 

the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 

9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 

do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 

10 For evildoers shall be cut off, * 

but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the land. 

11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; * 

you shall search out their place, but they will not be there. 

12 But the lowly shall possess the land; * 

they will delight in abundance of peace. 

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord; * 

he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

42 The Lord will help them and rescue them; * 

he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, 

because they seek refuge in him.  

 

The New Testament:  1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50 

Someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" Fool! 

What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow 

the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God 

gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 

imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised 



in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, 

there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living 

being"; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but 

the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 

second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as 

is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of 

the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 

God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand. The children are invited to come forward and process to the children's chapel. 
 

Sequence Hymn 609 Where cross the crowded ways of life GARDINER 

 

The Gospel Reading: Luke 6:17-26 
Minister The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, "I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the 

cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold 

even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, 

do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 

love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that 

to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do 

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be 

children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just 

as your Father is merciful. 

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 

measure you give will be the measure you get back." 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal 

 

  



The Nicene Creed  
All stand, saying together: 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People (Form III)    
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 



We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; We pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda and Brian, our bishops; and Deonna our 

priest. That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for Joseph our President;  Kay, our Governor; and Steven, our Mayor.  We pray for all 

who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world.   

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

We pray for the discernment committee charged with finding our next rector.  We also pray for 

all those serving in the Armed Forces.  We pray for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo in 

Tela, Honduras.  We pray for all first responders and all healthcare personnel. Give us grace to 

do your will in all that we undertake.   That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

We pray for, _____.  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.   

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

We pray for all who have died.  Especially, _________. Give to the departed eternal rest.   

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  Silence 

 

The Celebrant says this concluding Collect. 

Almighty and Eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 

of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

The People and Celebrant say together 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

All stand. 

 

  



The Peace  

 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 

The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared. 

 

Voluntary  

  

All stand to sing. 

Doxology                       OLD 100TH  
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer B) 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because in the mystery of 

the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge 

of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Therefore we praise you, joining our 

voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this 

hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The People kneel. 



We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death. 

We proclaim his resurrection. 

We await his coming in glory. 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with [________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread and after a period of silence says 

 

    Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People     Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

After communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Please stand for the retiring procession. 
 

Hymn 610 Lord, whose love through humble service BLAENHAFREN 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
  



Today’s Servers 

Acolytes: Robert Huffaker, MaryLee Kelso, James Marshall, Robert Marshall, Samuel Collier 

Lector and Intercessor: Keith Miller, Tracey Campbell 

Eucharistic Ministers: Maria Pacheco, J.R. Marshall, Dudley Perry 

Ushers/Greeters: Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Betsy Cannon, Michelle Shaw, Wyatt Wells 

Altar Guild: Melissa Carter 

Flower Guild: Anne Elizabeth McGowan, Katherine Thames 

Flower Delivery Team: Melissa Carter, Will Gunter, Valerie Wilkerson 

Videographer: Sam Collier 

Instrumentalists:  Robby Gibson, guitar; Robert Scott, flute; Nancy Vincent, flute; David 

Simpson, bassoon. 

 

Altar Flowers given in memory of: Dr. Doy Leale McCall, Jr., Margaret Thorington Kohn, 

John Peter Kohn, Jr., Susie Rebecca Harris, Margaret Thorington Kohn McCall, Daniel Phillips 

Carr, Anne Ross Dee Carr 

 

 
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: George Benner, Elizabeth Via Brown, 

Delia Cerpa, Mark Chappell, Rosa Davis, Martha Fitzpatrick, Georgia Holmes, Karen Jarrell, 

Leslie Little, Christopher Marshall, Richard McCrory, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Shirley 

Price, Carrie Shaw, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson. 

  

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Ramsey Ashmore, Frances P. Bryan, Joe Carter, 

Arthur Femenella, Sr., Frank, Robin Fleming, Steve Harding, Valerie Kemper, Karen and 

Angelo Pacheco, James Paine, Lavada Person, Andy Pritchard, Debbie Steindorff, Greal 

Watkins, Jr. 

 

We pray for one who has died, Bartlery E. Tomlinson III. Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord. 

And may light perpetual shine upon him. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  



Announcements 
 

 

Adult Formation Lent 2022:  How to be Sinner.  Deonna will lead a book study of Peter Bouteneff’s 

book How to be a Sinner in the parish hall. The book may be purchased in the bookstore (after 2/28) or 

online for $20.  Please read the introduction and chapter 1 for the first class on March 6th. 

 

Loving Spoonfuls Soup Sales: The St.John’s cooking crew is hard at work preparing delicious soups for 

sale.  Soups will be for sale in the parish house after 10:30am service on Feb. 27.   Pints: $6  Quarts: $12.  

Proceeds will go to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. 

 

February In-Gathering:  We are gathering new and gently used purses, as well as regular size shampoo 

and conditioner to give to AIM (Aid to Inmate Mothers).  We will be collecting these items throughout 

February.  Please bring all donations to the church office. 

 

Club 56:  Club 56 (5th & 6th grade) will meet on Feb. 27th at 5:30pm at Go Karting Montgomery.  We’ll 

ride go-karts, play laser tag and mini golf; don’t miss it!!  RSVP to sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org. 

 

St. John’s Breakfast Needs Your Help:  Calling the men of the church!  Do you want to join our band 

of brothers and help cook Sunday morning breakfast?  No experience necessary, just enthusiasm.  Richard 

Bradford leads a lean and mean group of men who prepare Sunday morning breakfast, and they would 

like to expand their group.  For more info, call Richard at 334-201-4431. 

 

Lenten Reflection Group:  A Lenten reflection group will meet Sundays at 6pm from Mar. 6-Apr. 10.  

For more information please call Ashley Hamlett at 334-467-2560. 

 

Paperless Statements:  If you have an email address in the database, you will be receiving your quarterly 

statements electronically now.  You may access them from the  My STJ link on the St. John's website.  

Anyone who does not have an email address in the database will receive a paper copy.  Questions?  

Contact Heather at heather@stjohnsmontgomery.org. 

 

New St. John’s Website and App!  St. John’s website has a fresh new look.  Check it out at 

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org.  We also have an app.  You can find the app from your device’s app store, 

by searching: St. John’s Episcopal Church. 

 

Cursillo:  Cursillo weekends are resuming!  Cursillo is a 3-day weekend at wonderful, wonderful Camp 

McDowell during which lay people and clergy share their experiences and perspective on a variety of 

topics related to the love of God, the Christian life and community.  It’s an amazing weekend.  The 2022 

Cursillo weekends are:  April 21-24, June 9-12, September 8-11, October 20-23.  If you would like to 

attend please let the church office know. 

 

Lenten Speaker Series on Mental Health and Spiritual Wellness: On the Wednesday nights in Lent, 

March 9th through April 6th, starting at 6pm, St. John’s will be hosting a speaker series which focuses on 

mental health and spiritual wellness.  We have a great lineup of mental health professionals and spiritual 

leaders lined up.  Please save the dates and tell your friends!  Optional dinner is at 6pm and the speaker 

begins at 6:30pm.   

Mar. 9th-Dr. Eric Hedberg - The Neuroscience of Addiction 

Mar. 16th-Dr. Mary Bartlett - Understanding and Responding to Scuicide 

Mar. 23rd-Ch. Maj. Gen. Steve Schaick - Self Care for Mentally Healthy Leaders 

Mar. 30th-Dr. Daniel Clark - Mental Health in Children and Youth 

Apr. 6th-Dr. Linda Wilkinson - Dealing with Anger and Setting Boundaries 

   



 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Right Reverend Brian N. Prior, Assisting Bishop 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Interim Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries  

Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Senior Warden 

William Haynes, Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

   

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 

   

Class of 2023:  

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw, Wyatt Wells 
 

Class of 2024 

Christy Anderson, Jim Bennett, Josie Eskridge, Dustin Holmes, Debbie Schremser,  

Margaret Ann Selman 

 

113 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL  36104 

334-262-1937 

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org 

 
Text to Give:  You now have an additional way to give at St. John’s.  Whether its a pledge payment, a memorial, or 

any other type of payment, you can text “stjohnsmgm” to 833-251-1449. 


