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Mark 1.29-39 tells the story of Jesus 

healing Simon’s mother-in-law and then 

being overrun by people who also want to 

receive healing from him. The story says 

that by sunset that day the whole city 

was gathered around the door where Je-

sus was staying. “He cured many who 

were sick with various diseases, and cast 

out many demons,” Mark 1.33-34 re-

lates. The next morning, very early and 

before anyone else had awakened, Jesus 

got up and went to a deserted place. Si-

mon and his friends search and search 

for Jesus and finally find him in the place 

where he has gone to pray. They tell him 

rather urgently that everyone is waiting 

for him back in town and that he better 

hurry up and come heal all those who are 

in need. Jesus responds by saying that it 

is time for him to move on to the next 

town. So, on he goes, presumably leaving 

behind a number of people who are sick 

or possessed by demons.  

 

The compassion of Jesus is never ques-

tioned in the scriptural accounts but a 

closer examination reveals that, while 

Jesus does heal many people, he also 

leaves some behind as he moves on in 

his ministry. Jesus didn’t stay in one 

place the whole time. Had he stayed in 

one town and completely healed every-

one there who needed healing, then we 

might be left to speculate how many 

more he might have healed had he been 

more mobile. As it is, we can wonder how 

many people were left in line when he 

did go on to the neighboring towns. Jesus 

did a lot in his ministry but even Jesus 

left a lot undone. There were limitations 

he had to accept in his earthly work. 

 

I’ve often thought that one suggestion I 

might make to God when I get to see him 

face to face is that the days could have 

been made longer. There’s not enough 

time to do all that we are called on to do 

each day. Every day you and I must face 

that limitation. We can only do so much. 

Never is everything completely done. 

And, even on those rare days when we 

are supremely successful in scratching 

things off our to-do lists, tomorrow brings 

another list. 

 

Simon and his friends who desperately 

confront Jesus as he is praying represent 

the urgency and panic that we bring to 

many of our tasks. Pressing harder and 

harder to get things done has an empty 

feel to it. We keep bumping up against 

time limitations. There’s a certain anxiety 

in this world that we all deal with when it 

comes to our work, be it a church, a busi-

ness, or tending to a family. How easy it 

is to get lost in that anxiety, to take our 

work and ourselves way too seriously. A 

former senior warden in my last parish 

used to tease me about the hours I kept, 

reminding me that I might want to leave 

something for Jesus to do instead of try-

ing to do it all myself. Successful people 

seem to work hard but not all that much 

of hard work is actually successful when 

we get right down to it. How we work is 

more important than the amount of work 

we do. 

 

Surely Jesus worked hard. His compas-

sion led him to struggle with the pain in 

the world and I don’t recall an instance 

of Jesus ever saying he was too busy to 
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THE LESSONS: 

Isaiah 58:1-9a, [9b-12] 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12, [13-
16] 
Matthew 5:13-20 
Psalm 112:1-9, (10) 
THE COLLECT: 
Set us free, O God, from the 
bondage of our sins, and 
give us the liberty of that 
abundant life which you have 
made known to us in your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

MINISTERS  

SERVING THIS  

SUNDAY 

ORGANIST AND  

CHOIRMASTER: Joel  

Gregory 

ACOLYTES: Mary Virginia 
Huffaker, Anna Mitchell 
Clark, Walton Norrell, Ab-
bey Baird, Hunter Dailey, 
Bobby Bradford, Holden 
Habermacher, Alex Marks 

VESTRY: 7:30 Will Gunter 
10:30: Jimmy McLemore, 
Will Hill Tankersley , Katie 
Keller, Richard Bradford 

LAY EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS: Virginia 
Banister, Dudley Perry, 
Fairley McDonald 

ALTAR GUILD: 7:30 Ben-
ner 10:30 Ashley Hamlett, 
Josie Eskridge, Beth Man-
tooth 

PASTORAL CARE: Cindy 
Siebels, Florence Tyson, 
Margaret Ann Selman, 
Anne Hamner, Susan Har-
ris 

FLOWER DELIVERY: 
Sandy and Stanley Marks, 
Maria Paceho-West, Nancy 
Buzard 

Flowers by the St. 
John's Flower Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

help someone else. But he did move on in his life. He did as much as he could 

and consistently returned to those deserted places to be alone in prayer with his 

father. He seemed to have  a certain peacefulness in his work which resulted 

from his consistent prayer life. The moving on he does in his ministry is not run-

ning from undone jobs; it is moving toward the needs of others. That kind of 

peace can only come from God himself. 

 

Perhaps Jesus trusted that his earthly efforts, while important, were only part of 

the overall resolution to the world’s problems. He seemed to embrace his calling 

to teach and heal but he seemed to know that, ultimately, everything is in the Fa-

ther’s hands. While we’re told he went through all the human emotions, it doesn’t 

seem like he ever got stuck in anxiety like we do. 

 

The Gospel shows pretty clearly that Jesus was able to do things we simply can-

not do. The Gospel also promises us that the same Spirit which led and guided 

the Son is available to each of us in our pilgrimage. Wherever you are in life, there 

is always that invitation to move on. Do your best but know you can only do so 

much. Know that God is providing all that is truly needed. Until we learn to move 

on in any given situation, we really have not left any room for God to work. Until I 

can release and surrender my own need to solve and complete something I can-

not see anything more than my effort. But, as I offer my very best and then move 

on to the next challenge, I can begin to see the Spirit doing the work of resolving 

and completing.  

 

We are given limitations in this world for a purpose. As we learn to accept them, 

while we work as hard as we possibly can, we also learn the power of the Al-

mighty God who has no limitations. It’s time to move on to the next thing in life, 

whatever that may be. As you move on, Christ will be made manifest. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, Christopher Mar-
shall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Shirley Price, Florence 
Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George Wakefield, Frances Condit, Johnny Smith, 
Carol Pierce, Delia Cerpa, Marilyn Pickett, Linda Hutchinson, Sandy Marks. 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-Burns, Gloria 
Hudgeon, John Robertson, Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, Phil Dotts, Doris 
Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, 
Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gam-
ble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Pam Litel, Aaron 
Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, 
Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Per-
sons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, 
Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, William Hardwick Ray, Meredith 
McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie Reddick, Vaughan Dozier. 

We praying for the firefighters battling the Australian bush fires.  

Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. 
JOHN’S 

  

SUNDAY 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist 

8:15 am     Breakfast 
 in the Parish House 

9:15 am  Sunday School 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist 

4:20 pm Children’s Choir 

9:00 pm Compline on FB 
Live 

MONDAY 

12:00 pm Clergy Lead Bi-
ble Study 

 

TUESDAY,  

 7:00 am Holy Eucharist 

 8:10 am Morning Prayer 
on FB live 

8:30 am Prayer Group 

 

WEDNESDAY,  

 11:00 am Centering Pray-
er 

5:30 pm Eucharist  
  

THURSDAY,  

 12:05 pm Holy Unction 
and Holy Eucha-
rist  

6:00 pm Adult Choir Prac-
tice 

  

Clifford A. Lanier 

Mary Seibels Ball Lanier 

Philippa Ball Stratford 

Minnie Louise Lanier 

Clifford Lanier Sr. 

Clifford Lanier, Jr. 

Mary Seibels Lanier Branch 

The Flowers on the Altar this Sunday are to the glory of God and in 
memory of: 

St. John's Cursillo Upcoming Dates:  

DIOCESAN ULTREYA, FEBRUARY 21-23 

·     a relaxing and fun weekend at Camp McDowell with Cursillistas 
from around the Diocese. J.R. is planning this event- it will be 
FUN!!!  ask J.R. Marshall for more information 

LENTEN WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERIES - MARCH 11, 2020 

-We will be serving dinner to the parish.  

Inquirers’ Classes for Adults During Lent 

On the Sundays in Lent, March 1 – April 5, Jamie Osborne will lead an In-
quirers’ Class at 9:15 in the Library. Bishop Sloan will be here to confirm 
adults and young people on May 3 at 10:30, and all adults who wish to be 
confirmed should attend these classes. The classes are also appropriate 

for all new to the parish who have questions and as a refresher in the faith 
for those who are already confirmed members.  

HONDURAS 2020 

 Planning for Honduras 2020 is underway and we are seeking appli-
cations from those who would like to participate as team members.  
Depending on interest, we are planning a multigenerational Bible 
school & work project week from July 10th—July 17th, and the medi-
cal trip is definitely set for July 17th – 25th.  As a layperson you do not 
have to have medical skills to participate in the medical week—we 
have several important roles fulfilled by laypersons.  Please give this 
serious thought and if interested, send an email to Kat Dailey at kat-
dailey@mac.com.   Interested youth may contact Joleen.  

A Prayer for our Search Process 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and 
so guide the minds of those who shall choose a Rector for this parish, that 

we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us 
for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

Search Committee Members 

Charlie Harris and Margaret Ann Selman, Co-Chairs; Allison Prillaman; Britney 

Schremser; Caroline Lawson; Charlotte Walker; Josie Eskridge; Marney Garzon; 

Radney Ramsey; Cole Wise; Fred Tyson; Jim Marshall III; William Haynes; Law-

rence Hughes; William Haynes 

mailto:katdailey@mac.com
mailto:katdailey@mac.com
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Lenten Preaching/Teaching Series 

 

Again this year we have some gifted and talented people coming to 

us on Wednesdays during Lent to Preach and Teach. At 12:05 pm on 

Wednesdays we have a liturgy for noonday and a sermon by our 

guest, followed by a luncheon. At 5:30 pm we have Eucharist, fol-

lowed by supper at 6:00, and a Teaching in the Parish Hall at 6:30. 

There will be programs in the evening for children as well. Our lineup 

for 2020 is: 

 

March 4 – The Rev. Dr. Victor Austin, Theologian in Residence of the 

Diocese of Dallas 

March 11 – The Very Rev. Timothy Kimbrough, Dean of Christ Church 

Cathedral in Nashville 

March 18 – The Rev. Daniel Strandlund, Vicar of St. Elizabeth’s in 

Buda, Texas 

March 25 – The Very Rev. Richard Lawson, Dean of St. John’s Cathe-

dral in Denver 

April 1 – The Rev. Allison Liles, Priest-in-Charge of St. Stephen’s in 

Hurst, Texas 

Luncheon Waitresses 

Needed 

Have you been won-

dering what you can 

do to help during the 

Wednesday Lenten 

Series? We need 

waitresses for the 

luncheon after the 

service.  Please 

email Jean 

Smyth je@smyth3.co

m  to volunteer or call 

at 832-4916 and 

324-6777(cell). 


