
Friday, April 8th  
John 10: 31-42 

 
In this chapter of John the Jews confront Jesus in the temple with the intention of 

stoning Him for the crime of blasphemy. When Jesus asks them about all the good works 
He has done in the name of the Father, the Jews tell Him that it is not for a good work that 
they are going to stone Him, but because he claims to be the Son of God. By accusing 
Jesus of blasphemy they can justify their intention to stone and kill Him. So it is Jesus’ 
words, not his works (or actions), that are His crime.  

After reading this passage, I realized the reasoning of the Jews contradicts the 
popular saying “actions speak louder than words.” This widely held belief teaches us that it 
is what we do, not what we say, that really matters. I began to think about which is more 
important as a Christian in today’s world, our words or our works?  

Certainly words are important. We study and recite the words of the Bible and The 
Book of Common Prayer. We sing words of worship from The Hymnal. But we know 
actions, or works, are important too. Our works include attending church, going to Sunday 
school, baptism and confirmation, receiving Holy Communion. Both of these, words and 
actions, make up our belief system and explain our Episcopal faith.  

When we go to church we do and say the same things. We listen to the words of the 
Bible and recite the words in The Book of Common Prayer. We sit in the pew, kneel on the 
kneeler, stand and sing. Sometimes these words and works connect us to God and to the 
church in powerful ways and we are spiritually fed. At other times we may struggle to find 
that connection and we may feel disillusioned as we read the words and go through the 
motions. But whether we are experiencing a spiritual peak or a spiritual valley at that 
moment, what remains the same are the words and the work.  

Our spiritual faith may ebb and flow throughout our lives as Christians, but the action 
of going to church and the words we pray there do not change. Sometimes our works and 
our words match, sometimes they do not. But we need both. Both are essential. As 
Episcopalians we get to experience the joy of both; the words of The Book of Common 
Prayer, and the action of Holy Communion. Both words and works are important and both 
are constant, just as God’s love for us is constant. 
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