
Friday, March 18th  
Matthew 21: 33-43 

 
This parable is explained in several different texts in this way.  The landowner is 

God, the vineyard is our world, the tenants the religious leaders, the slaves the prophets 
and the son is Jesus.  The tenants were to give the landowner a portion of the crop, and 
could keep the remaining portion for themselves; but they decided they wanted to keep all 
of it.  They killed and beat the slaves sent by the landowner, and lastly when he sent his son 
they killed him.   Because of their rejection of the son the vineyard was taken away from 
them, and given to those who would produce and share its fruits.  

We haven't changed very much as we are still greedy, and not willing to share.  We 
still persecute our modern day prophets, the people who try to lead us in the way we should 
live as God's children.  They challenge us to do God's will in feeding and clothing the poor, 
visiting the sick and those in prison, and taking care of the least among us.  We still don't 
want to hear their message as it requires us to change our hearts.  We still reject the gift of 
God's son, Jesus, and his world for the world of self-centeredness and being in control. 

Why do we do this?  Is our own self-love so all-encompassing that there is no room 
left in our hearts for anyone else?  Do our egos keep us from changing our willful nature 
because we can't relinquish control?  Are we afraid to share what we have because we are 
afraid there won't be enough for us?  I think God is saddened by our selfishness and 
scarcity mentality.  How many times has he told us there is more than enough for 
everyone?  This world with all its riches that he has blessed us with is another reminder of 
his love. 

We still reject God's offer of eternal life with him as it requires us to share and give 
up control; but because we want it all and on our terms we lose this precious gift.  We want 
to be in charge of our lives instead of letting God have control.  What do we have to fear in 
turning our lives over to a God who loves us unconditionally?  He wants what's best for his 
children, and since he is love he cannot change his nature in loving and caring for us.  Even 
if we reject him and his offer of forgiveness and life, he is always forgiving and welcoming 
us.  He should take his gift back and give it to others who will appreciate it, but he doesn't 
because of his unconditional love and abundant grace. 

This Lent let's try to open our hearts to the precious gift God has offered us, and 
embrace it without fear.  Our lives will be filled with an abundance we can only imagine, and 
in turn our hearts will be open to bear the fruit he knows we are capable of bearing. 
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