
Good Friday 
John 18: 1- 19: 42 

 
The passage starts with Jesus and His disciples entering a garden, and it ends with 

His body being taken to a grave that tradition holds is also in a garden. In reading these 
verses several times, it struck me that throughout the passage, John was present. He was 
present in the garden when Judas and the soldiers came for Jesus. He was present when 
Jesus was being questioned by High Priest, and he was the only disciple present when 
Jesus was crucified.  

The passage tells us that when the soldiers started to take Jesus that Peter drew his 
sword. It says nothing about what John did which suggests that he did nothing when the 
soldiers led Jesus away. We know that he was present when Jesus was being accused by 
the High Priest, but again we can infer from the passage that John did naught but watch 
and listen.  

So, we come to the Place of the Skull with John. John who stood silently by as his 
Lord was taken, accused, and sentenced to die now stands at the foot of the Cross. John 
must have been confused and frightened and most likely feeling guilty that he had not stood 
by Jesus’ side but hidden in the shadows. All he thought he understood was turned upside 
down. The man he thought was the Messiah was being crucified. Yet, John was present. He 
was doing what he could though it didn’t make sense.  

None of the other disciples were present at the Crucifixion. A few verses after this 
passage, John tells us that after the Crucifixion the disciples were in hiding from the Jews 
and locked in a room. The other ten disciples were most likely hiding as Jesus hung on the 
cross, but not John. He was present. 

In his final moments, Jesus saw John and his mother and entrusted them to each 
other’s care. I read Jesus’ entrusting Mary to John’s care as implicitly saying to John that 
between them all was well, that he need not feel guilty, and he should know that Jesus still 
loved him.  

So, I am reminded that during this season of Lent, I need to be present. Whether it is 
a time of sadness, of confusion, of uncertainty, of darkness, of fear, I am called be present 
and wait. Be present and wait and know that the Lord will reveal Himself to me and lead me 
in His time. 
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