
Holy Saturday 
Matthew 27: 57-66 

 
After reading and reflecting on Matthew 27: 57-66, I realized that I personally have 

never really slowed down and given a lot of thought to the events that transpired from 
Jesus’ death on the cross up to his resurrection. It has been easy and convenient for me to 
just take the words of the Nicene Creed, “he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures. 
That quick summation basically jumps straight from death to resurrection without giving very 
much attention to those three days in between. I think that in our hectic daily lives, it can be 
difficult to find time to really delve into scripture and give it purposeful thought, and that is 
one of the great things about the Lent season and these Lenten Meditations.  

In this reading, we have Joseph of Arimathea who is a wealthy individual and is 
fortunately able to persuade Pilate to turn over Jesus’ body for an appropriate burial. 
Apparently that was not common practice for crucifixions and most bodies were buried in 
mass graves. We also have Mary Magdalene and the other Mary who sit opposite of the 
tomb for the entirety of his burial in waiting. Those three days had to seem like an eternity 
for them and all of Jesus’ followers and disciples as they waited on his resurrection. I am 
sure that they all were dealing with great grief, guilt, and even uncertainty of what was to 
come. Most all of us can relate to the loss of loved ones and the hollow empty feelings of 
grief that can overtake us. My mind took me to Judas and Peter who had just recently 
betrayed Jesus and the emotional turmoil that they must have undergone in those three 
days.  

Lastly we have Jesus’ persecutors and Pontius Pilate who are obviously threatened 
by the possibility of Jesus’ resurrection. Pilate orders them to send guards to secure and 
protect the tomb. As we know from Matthew 28, the guards’ watch was futile in preventing 
the resurrection and Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were the first to know when the 
angel appeared and rolled back the stone. Their persistent waiting was rewarded with the 
word that He is risen, and they are instructed to inform the disciples and go to Galilee. 

Holy Saturday is a day for grief, reflection, and waiting. While it is easy for us to jump 
straight from Jesus’ death to the glory of the resurrection, I think we would be better served 
to slow down and endure these three days. We all could learn from the patience and 
dedication of Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. Take these three days and really reflect 
on your relationship with the Lord as you wait, with the comfort of knowing that we will 
celebrate his resurrection on Sunday. 
 
Cole Wise 


