
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 

Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s 

Table.  If you have not been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact 

one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their 

arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests are expected and welcome! For 

your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger.  The nursery is located in 

the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left.  Also, children’s activity bags are 

available in the back of the church. 
 

 

Opening Voluntaries            Noël Suisse  Louis-Claude D’Aquin 

                                               Go, Tell It on the Mountain Paul Manz 

      

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Opening Hymn 99 Go, tell it on the mountain  GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

 

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sung by all. 

Opening Canticle - Gloria in excelsis (Hymnal, S 280) 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human 

nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 

humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

The people sit. 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7-14  

Thus says the Lord: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;  

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

"Save, O Lord, your people,  

the remnant of Israel."  

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,  

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 

those in labor, together;  

a great company, they shall return here.  

With weeping they shall come, 

and with consolations I will lead them back,  

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;  

for I have become a father to Israel, 

and Ephraim is my firstborn. 



Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

and declare it in the coastlands far away;  

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."  

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,  

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

and over the young of the flock and the herd;  

their life shall become like a watered garden, 

and they shall never languish again.  

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

and the young men and the old shall be merry.  

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.  

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,  

says the Lord. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 84:1-8 

Remain seated.  The Psalm will be read responsively by whole verse. 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 

and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 

and look upon the face of your Anointed. 



The Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 

adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 

the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 

who believe. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Children are invited to come forward, follow the cross, and process to the children's chapel. 
 

Sequence Hymn 98 Unto us a boy is born   PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

 

All stand. 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When 

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 

its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 

his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 



offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

 Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal 

 

The Nicene Creed  All stand, saying together: 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



The Prayers of the People  

Kneeling as you are able. 

 I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop(s)                              ; 

for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church.  Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace.  Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.  

Especially, ______________. Pray for those in any need or trouble.  Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find 

and be found by him.  Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for                             .  Silence 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.  Silence 

 

The Celebrant reads this Concluding Collect: 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth; Mercifully accept the prayers 

of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin  
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 



Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace  
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  The celebrant 

will say an offertory sentence. The people may sit while the altar is being prepared. 

 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Voluntary   

 

Presentation Hymn (Hymn 112, Stanza 4) all sing CRANHAM 

What can I give him, poor as I am; If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb 

If I were a wise man, I would do my part; Yet what I can I give him - give my heart.  
 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer B) 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born 

for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the 

Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive 

power to become your children.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name: 



 
The People kneel. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death. 

We proclaim his resurrection. 

We await his coming in glory. 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with [________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 



By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Fraction Anthem (Hymn 324, stanza 2) All sing.     PICARDY 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood 

He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.   

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Christmas Blessing  
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season,  

scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.  

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy,  



and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his  

peace and favor. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and  

remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

Please stand for the closing hymn. 

 

Closing Hymn 100 Joy to the world ANTIOCH 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude       

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Servers 
 

Acolytes: Bobby Bradford, Nancy Bradford, Jeb Clark, Jack Selman, Wyatt Wells 

Lectors: Reg McLane, William Haynes 

Eucharistic Ministers: Tracey Campbell, Fairley McDonald, Maria Pacheco 

Greeters/Ushers: Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons 

Altar Guild: Chuck Moore 

Videographer: Sam Collier 

Instrumentalists:  Robert Scott, flute; David Simpson, basson.   

 

Joy and Concern:  

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: George Benner, Elizabeth Via Brown, 

Delia Cerpa, Mark Chappell, Martha Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell, Leslie Little, Christopher 

Marshall, Richard McCrory, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Carrie Shaw, Sarah Stone, Fred 

Tyson, Barbara Wallace. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Gail Alsobrook, Larry Alsobrook, Ramsey Ashmore, 

Joe Carter, Arthur Femenella, Sr., Frank, Robin Fleming, Steve Harding, Richard Norris, Karen 

and Angelo Pacheco, James Paine, Lavada Person, Andy Pritchard, Debbie Steindorff. 

 

We pray for one who has died, Ronald Park Hamner, Sr., brother of Reggie Hamner. Rest 

Eternal, Grant unto him, O Lord.  And may Light perpetual shine upon him. 

 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer. 



Announcements 

 

Adult Formation Spring 2022:  On Grief and Grieving:  Finding the Meaning of Grief 

through the Five Stages of Loss.  From Jan 9th through Feb 27th Deonna will lead a class on 

grief and the grieving process at 9.15 am in the Parish Hall.  The class will look at grief 

holistically, to include grief not only associated with the loss of a loved one, but also grief that 

goes along with the loss of a job, divorce, an empty nest, unemployment, onset of a mental 

illness, serious physical illness or health diagnosis, etc.  Whether you have experienced these 

things directly or are the close friend or caregiver of someone who has, this class is for you.  The 

August 2014 edition of the book by Elizabeth Kubler-Ross and David Kessler will be available 

for purchase in the bookstore. 

 

Annual Meeting:  The Annual parish meeting will be held on Sunday, January 16th, at 9am in 

the parish house. 

 

2022 Acolyte Festival: Saturday, Jan. 22 from 10am-3:30 pm at the Cathedral Church of the 

Advent.  All acolytes are invited to attend this free event.  Please contact Joleen at 

joleen@stjohnsmontgomery.org for registration information. 

 

Chiming Guild:  St. John’s is creating a chiming guild.  The guild is open to all, regardless of 

age, and will be responsible for ringing the bells both before and after the 10:30am Sunday 

service.  No experience, or musical training is necessary, and all guild members will be trained 

by Joel Gregory.  If you are interested, please contact Anne Tippett at 

anne@stjohnsmontgomery.org 

 

Organ Offline:  The organ will begin its much-needed repairs beginning January 3rd, 2022, and 

will be offline for about six weeks. Get your loud singing voices ready!! 

 

  



 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Interim Rector 
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Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  
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Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Class of 2021:  

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 
   

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 
   

Class of 2023:  

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,  

Wyatt Wells 
 

113 Madison Ave. 

Montgomery, AL  36104 

334-262-1937 

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org 
 

Text to Give:  You now have an additional way to give at St. John’s.  Whether its a pledge payment, a memorial, or 

any other type of payment, you can text “stjohnsmgm” to 833-251-1449. 


