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Occasionally someone will come out of 

Sunday morning worship and let me 

know there was something about the lit-

urgy they didn’t like. Maybe we sang a 

hymn new to that person. Maybe we 

sang a hymn we’ve sung too often for 

that person. Maybe we did Rite I or Rite II 

and that person prefers the other. One 

Easter someone told me the trumpeter 

was too loud. I teased back that I thought 

the trumpets were probably going to be 

pretty loud in heaven too. 

 

Recently someone expressed displeas-

ure about something in the liturgy and I 

playfully told her: “That’s kind of like tell-

ing your mother you don’t like what she’s 

cooked for supper.” She picked up the 

playful tone and responded: “But I don’t 

like broccoli.” I reassured her that what 

she hadn’t liked wouldn’t be a regular 

occurrence but that, when it did occur, it 

was good for her. It was a pleasant ex-

change. 

 

Not everything that happens in every wor-

ship experience is just what we would 

have chosen. The choir might sing an an-

them in Latin and that might confuse 

you. They might sing something newer 

that rattles you a little. The lessons and 

sermon might seem to threaten your 

comfortable lifestyle or infer that mercy 

extends to people you don’t believe 

should receive it. We might experiment 

with something that you’re not used to. 

Or you might get a little irritated with the 

predictability of the liturgy. We like what 

we like and we resist that which we don’t 

like.  

 

Parents have the tough job of preparing 

meals for their children. Most children 

are pretty picky eaters and they complain 

about trying something new. Good par-

ents patiently absorb those complaints 

and continue to offer their children a bal-

anced and healthy diet so that they may 

grow and so that they may learn to enjoy 

a wider variety of foods. Our son, who 

now has a rather sophisticated palate, 

regularly pitched a fit when we served 

him anything other than potatoes or rice. 

Had he not faced dinners which 

stretched him a little, I’m not sure his 

tastes would ever have blossomed. Good 

parents know what children need and 

they seek to provide it. 

 

The Church is our good parent in spiritual 

matters. Liturgical experts over hundreds 

of years have combined their wisdom 

and put together the rich worship expres-

sion we find in the Episcopal Church. 

While there may be things that will occur 

liturgically which we like less than other 

things, the worship we participate in is 

very intentional and well thought out. 

Every little thing is for a purpose. When 

something occurs that isn’t quite to your 

liking, instead of sulking about how much 

you hate that, consider pondering just 

what it is that Mom and Dad are trying to 

teach you by including that. Trust that 

the liturgy is there for your own good and 

that it is designed to lead you to another 

step in spiritual maturity. Trust that it is 

good for you. Trust that the Church is not 

trying to make us miserable but is show-

ing us the kingdom. 

 

The same could be said about the vari-

ous events we face in a given day. We 

can set our jaw against the whole world 
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THE LESSONS: 

Isaiah 9:1-4 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 

Psalm 27:1, 5-13 

THE COLLECT: 

 Give us grace, O Lord, to 
answer readily the call of 
our Savior Jesus Christ 

and proclaim to all people 
the Good News of his sal-
vation, that we and the 

whole world may perceive 
the glory of his marvelous 

works; who lives and 
reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

MINISTERS  
SERVING THIS  

SUNDAY 
ORGANIST AND  

CHOIRMASTER: Joel  

Gregory 

ACOLYTES: Stewart Mil-
ler, John Register, Mary 
Lee Kelso, Brystol Haber-
macher, Jack Pritchett, 
James Marshall, Holt 
Speir, Ware McCollum 

VESTRY: 7:30 Bob Young 
10:30 Austin Huffaker, Vir-
ginia Banister, Emily Wise, 
Jimmy McLemore 

LAY EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS: Brooke 
Lawson, Morgan Chappell, 
Mark Chappell 

ALTAR GUILD: 7:30 Ka-
ren Funk 10:30 Chuck 
Moore 

PASTORAL CARE: Suzi 
Huffaker, Virginia Banister 

FLOWER DELIVERY: 
Jeanne Drummond, Bette 
Smith, Debbie Schremser 

Flowers by the St. 
John's Flower Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

and grow pretty bitter in our approach. Everything can be seen as some plot to 

ruin the world as we want it to be. But the events in my day can also be ap-

proached as things which are building me up spiritually, places where I may see 

God revealed. We tend to think of blessings as things which make us immediately 

happy. Some of the more important blessings in our lives were born in discomfort 

or strife. There’s not a day when we’re going to get our way each and every mo-

ment. So how will we approach those moments? With a bitter and closed heart or 

with an inviting and open heart? 

 

Trust that God is leading creation to redemption. Trust that, while there is evil 

aplenty in this world, God is about the business of making all things good. Consid-

er that some of the things you believe with all your heart just shouldn’t be going 

on might just be teaching you something you need to learn. God is the master lit-

urgist. He puts all things together for our good, for our growth, for our healing and 

wholeness.  

 

Trust God. Trust your Church. It is built on the wisdom of people far smarter than 

just you or me. It is built on the very Spirit of God and it is leading us into the king-

dom of Jesus Christ. Be open to what the Church offers. It’s all designed for your 

good. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, 
Christopher Marshall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie 
McDowell, Shirley Price, Florence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, 
George Wakefield, Frances Condit, Johnny Smith, Carol Pierce, Delia Cerpa, 
Marilyn Pickett, Linda Hutchinson, Sandy Marks. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-
Burns, Gloria Hudgeon, John Robertson, Mary Linger, George West, Randy 
Rushton, Phil Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, Karen & 
Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed 
Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, 
Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Daph-
ne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, 
Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lava-
da Spears Persons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon 
Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, 
William Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, 
Ernie Reddick, Vaughan Dozier. 

Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that 

we might provide pastoral care. 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. 
JOHN’S 

  

SUNDAY 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist 

8:15 am     Breakfast 
 in the Parish House 

9:15 am  Sunday School 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist 

4:20 pm Children’s Choir 

9:00 pm Compline on FB 
Live 

MONDAY 

12:00 pm Clergy Lead Bi-
ble Study 

 

TUESDAY,  

 7:00 am Holy Eucharist 

 8:10 am Morning Prayer 
on FB live 

8:30 am Prayer Group 

 

WEDNESDAY,  

 11:00 am Centering Pray-
er 

5:30 pm Eucharist  
  

THURSDAY,  

 12:05 pm Holy Unction 
and Holy Eucha-
rist  

6:00 pm Adult Choir Prac-
tice 

  

Essie Whitfield Reese 

Warren S. Reese, Sr. 

Gen Warren S. Reese 

Warren S. Reese, Jr.  

Margaret Billinsley Reese 

The Flowers on the Altar this Sunday are to the glory of God and in 
memory of: 

St. John's Cursillo Upcoming Dates:  

DIOCESAN ULTREYA, FEBRUARY 21-23 

·     a relaxing and fun weekend at Camp McDowell with Cursillistas 
from around the Diocese. J.R. is planning this event- it will be 
FUN!!!  ask J.R. Marshall for more information 

LENTEN WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERIES - MARCH 11, 2020 

-We will be serving dinner to the parish.  

Avis & All Angels  

Bleak Midwinter Wine Tasting 

Please join us for an Epiphany wine tasting with Ted the Wine 

Guy, Thursday, January 30 @ 6 pm at the home of Christy  

Anderson, 10 South Capitol Parkway.  

We'll also have heavy hors d'oeuvres  

As we've gone to a per event fee in lieu of dues, this event will be 

$10 per person. Please RSVP by January 23rd so we can give Ted a 

head count for the event. RSVP to Christy 

at ckdexterhaven72@yahoo.com or 669-0980 

Spiritual Direction  
St John's offers Spiritual Direction to anyone who wishes to deep-
en their experience and understanding of God, themselves, and 

others. The directee works with a trained Spiritual Director to deep-
en their spirituality and to open their hearts and ears to guidance 
form the Holy Spirit. If you are interested in entering into Spiritual 

Direction contact Betty Beale, a certified Spiritual Director, 
at ebeale@aum.edu or call 334-328-0748 

Inquirers’ Classes for Adults During Lent 

 

On the Sundays in Lent, March 1 – April 5, Jamie Osborne will lead 
an Inquirers’ Class at 9:15 in the Library. Bishop Sloan will be here 

to confirm adults and young people on May 3 at 10:30, and all 
adults who wish to be confirmed should attend these classes. The 

classes are also appropriate for all new to the parish who have ques-
tions and as a refresher in the faith for those who are already con-

firmed members.  

mailto:ebeale@aum.edu
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