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A few times in my years as a priest I have been 
passed over in a search process. A few times I have 
been the one selected and others have been passed 
over. When Episcopal churches call priests, they 
start with a long list and whittle the list down to a 
few folks and then get more serious. From those few, 
one is selected to serve. Probably any one of the 
final few would do a good job but the search com-
mittee is looking for the one person they think will 
serve best. It’s humbling to be passed over. Why not 
me? I am well qualified. I could do the job. It’s even 
more humbling to be selected. Why me? I’m really 
no better than those other folks. What is it about me 
that you think makes me the one? 
 

The first chapter of Acts tells the story of the apos-
tles selecting someone to take Judas’ place among 
them as witness to the resurrection of Jesus. Peter 
seems to be chairing the meeting that is taking place 
and two men are put forward: Barsabbas and Matthi-
as. The apostles pray and then they cast lots which 
seems akin both to a secret ballot and drawing 
straws. Matthias is selected and he becomes one of 
the twelve. Barsabbas, who is passed over, is never 
mentioned again, leaving us to wonder just what 
became of him. 
 

Did Barsabbas pitch a fit? Did he start accusing Mat-
thias of vote tampering? Was he a sore loser? Or did 
he continue to offer himself in service of the spread-
ing Gospel of Christ? Was he relieved to not have 
the added burden of responsibility? Or was he hurt 
that he was not selected over his colleague? Experi-
ence suggests that he may have felt both relief and 
jealousy. And my hunch is that, no matter what 
Barsabbas was feeling, he went on serving the risen 
Christ. I just figure that anyone who was compas-
sionate and generous enough to be considered in 
such a selection process was someone who would 
keep on serving selflessly even though he was the 
second choice. We might not remember who won 
the silver medal at the Olympics but we know they 
are tremendous athletes. The difference between 
gold and silver is usually negligible. Barsabbas got 
the silver medal and I’m guessing he kept on running 
the race as he had before. 
 

Over the years I have watched people serve the 
Church and offer gifts in many different ways. Some 
are the kind who want to be more anonymous and 
don’t particularly want any special recognition. Oth-
ers seem to wave a flag and blow a trumpet every 
time they do something just to make sure everyone 
knows how generous they are. All gifts are helpful 
but some givers can be pretty hard to take. 
 

Jesus offers some teaching on giving. At one point, 
Jesus says, “When you give to the needy, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is do-
ing….” (Mark 6.3-5)  He wants to encourage people 
giving to others, not to gain accolades but because it 
is good to give. Matthew 6:21  and Luke 12:33 both 
quote Jesus as saying, “where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.” While Jesus tells us that 
giving and serving is not meant to draw attention, he 
also suggests that giving and serving affect our 
hearts and change us. 
 

Maybe we all start out giving and serving in order to 
get a little appreciation. We all like to hear someone 
thank us for what we have done for them and it irks 
us when our gifts seemingly go unnoticed. But giv-
ing and serving, over time, have a way of transform-
ing us. Those who faithfully give and serve turn into 
less self-centered people. 
 

Sometimes in life we are recognized for what we 
have done or are capable of doing. That always feels 
good to get that kind of affirmation.  But it’s proba-
bly good for us to get passed over every once in a 
while, to not be thanked or appreciated, and to feel 
what is like to serve without reward. Parents of 
young children get weary of the various demands 
placed upon them and no little child ever says, “Hey, 
thanks Mom for changing my diaper and spooning 
food into my mouth. You’re the best.” But parents of 
young children know a value beyond recognition. So 
it is with serving Christ and our neighbor.  Those 
times when the world treats us like Barsabbas may 
be special gifts to us. Being passed over may just 
help us see the true value of service. 
 

Are you giving and serving and helping others just to 
get noticed and fill a hole inside yourself? The an-
swer to that for all of us is “yes” at least some of the 
time. That’s okay. Keep serving and your heart will 
grow more generous. Be like Barsabbas. The faith-
fulness that grows in our heart from running the 
good race is so much better than any glory that may 
come our way. Thereby we grow more like Christ. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THE LESSONS: 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
Psalm 19 
1 Cor. 12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21  
  
THE COLLECT: 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer 
readily the call of our Savior Jesus 
Christ and proclaim to all people 
the Good News of his salvation, 
that we and all the whole world 
may perceive the glory of his mar-
velous works; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
   
 
 

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
Essie Whitfield Reese 
Warren S. Reese, Sr. 

General Warren S. Reese 
Warren S. Reese, Jr. 

Margaret Billinsley Reese 
  
  

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: J. Stough A. M. Clark, C. 
Peeples, W. Lawlor, B. Westhauser, 
L. S. Strickler, S. Miller, M. Selman 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, M.N. Parsons, C. Walker 
VESTRY:  7:30 J. McLemore 
10:30 J. Marshall, D. Perry, A. 
Huffaker, G. Holmes 
ALTAR GUILD: C. Moore 
PASTORAL CARE:  S. Huffaker, S. 
Speir    
FLOWER DELIVERY:  J. Drum-
mond, V. Lee, V. Wilkerson 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

A D U L T  C H R I S T I A N  F O R M A T I O N  
E P I P H A N Y  2 0 1 9  

M E E T I N G  J A N  1 3  —  F E B  2 4  

The Reformation and its Legacy for us Today 

Meeting January 13 – February 24 in the Parish Hall 

Led by the Rev. Dr. Deonna Neal 

As Episcopalians we claim to be both “Protestant” and “Catholic.”  This means we both accept and 
reject certain features of the Reformation and its legacy.  In this class we will explore some of the 
antecedents which led to the Protestant Reformation and some of the key themes of the Reformation 
and how that informs our self-understanding as Episcopalians.  We will also examine some of the 
broader religious and cultural effects inaugurated by the Reformation which still circulate and inform 
American religious and political culture today. 

Finding God Where We Are: Poetry 

Meeting January 13 – February 24 in the library (Will not meet on Feb 3) 

Led by Karen Funk 

In difficult times we all need the light of God’s love keeping our hearts open. This class will start 
with a very quick introduction to the theology of John Duns Scotus (c.1266-1308), who saw God’s 
love embodied in everything and everyone God created. We’ll use that concrete and specific theolog-
ical philosophy to help us read and discuss poems by two seemingly very different poets: Gerard 
Manley Hopkins, British Jesuit priest of the 19th century, and contemporary poet Christian Wiman, 
Texas native who now teaches Literature and Religion at Yale University.   No literary expertise re-
quired, just an open and curious mind.   For more information, contact Karen Funk 
at klw.funk@gmail.com, 834-6721, or 202-7442. 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Kathleen Bradford, Sarah Stone, 
Charles Brannon, Florence Jordan, Christopher Marshall, Sunshine Huff, Karen Jarrell, Francis 
Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Eddie McDowell, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill. 
  

Prayers are also requested for these friends:   Johnny Smith, Mary Linger, George West, Sandra 
Cauthon, Randy Rushton, Phil Dotts, Paul Hackett, Andrew Warnberg, Doris Thornton, Tommy 
Oliver, Ruth Jones, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, 
Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al 
Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Betty Harper, Jennifer Pruitt, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Catherine Riddell, 
Hugh Lee Earnest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, 
Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada 
Spears Person, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, 
Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

Confirmation – Wednesday, April 10, 5:30 pm 

 

Bishop Sloan will be with Wednesday night, April 10, to confirm and receive those who wish offi-
cially to become Episcopalians. The Youth Confirmation class is spending the entire year preparing 
and interested adults are invited to participate in a Sunday morning class during Lent. If you wish to 
be Confirmed or Received, please contact Robert Wisnewski to discuss details 
(robert@stjohnsmontgomery.org or 334-312-0347). 

Special Events Around the Corner 

  

Annual Meeting—January 27 
EYC Souper Bowl Party— January 27 

February 1, 2, 3—Vestry Retreat 
February 3-9—Family Promise Week 

Diocesan Convention @ Camp McDowell—Feb. 8-9 
Heavenly Hosts—Feb. 12 @ 6:30pm  
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, Jan 27 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
4:20 pm Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Jr. & Sr. EYC 
  
MONDAY, Jan 28 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
6:00 pm      Men’s Group in  
 the Library 
 
TUESDAY, Jan 29 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, Jan 30 
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, Jan 31 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

Family Promise Week 

Our Family Promise week will be February 3 through 9.  The signup sheet is on the bulletin board 
just outside the Parish House. Overnight hosts and dinner volunteers are needed, also needed are 
volunteers to help with set up and making up beds. We can always use extra help.  Our team is 
Katharine Harris (katharineharris@knology.net or 334-315-1230), or Libby Fitzpatrick 
(libfitz1@gmail.com).  If you have questions, feel free to contact one of the team. Please consider 
volunteering for this very rewarding ministry.  

Loving Spoonfuls 
 Soup Drive 2019 

  

It’s time for our annual soup drive to benefit Holy Cross Episcopal School.   
  

Calling all cooks to put on your aprons and come down to St. John’s kitchen every 
Tuesday and Thursday beginning January 8 at 10:00 am to prepare our soups!   

   

All soup orders will be taken at the church and by mail January 20-27;  orders will 
be ready for pickup in February. 

  

We appreciate the enthusiasm our congregations have shown by their participation 
in this fund raiser for Holy Cross.  
  

Mark your calendars, whet your appetites, be generous, and be nourished!! 

Holy Cross Episcopal School Open House 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 

1:00 - 3:00 pm 

4400 Bell Road, Montgomery 

Vestry Elections 

  

Vestry Elections will be held at the Annual Meeting on January 27.  
Nominees are:  

Betty Beale 
Tracey Campbell  

John Carter 
Rosa Davis 
Will Gunter 

Brice Johnston 
Katie Keller 
Keith Miller 

Scott Mitchell 
Mary Nelms Parsons 

Nick Prillaman 
Radney Ramsey 

Emily Wise 
 
If you are unable to attend the Annual Meeting you may cast your ballot ahead of time. 
Please contact the church office (334-262-1937) or fay@stjohnsmontgomery.org before 
Friday, January 25 for any absentee ballot. 

Did you know we have services on Facebook Live? 
St. John's offers two weekly services on FB Live 

Every Tuesday morning at 8:10am, the Rev. Jamie Osborne reads the service of Morning Prayer.  
Every Sunday evening at 9pm, Jamie and lay volunteers read the office of Compline. Just log onto 
the St. John's Facebook page, and you can watch live streaming of those prayer services. 



St .  John’s  Episcopal  Church  
1 13 Madison Avenue  
Montgomery,  AL 36104  
Phone:  334-262-1937  
Fax:  334-262-1931  
Emai l :  
churchoff ice@st johnsmontgomery.org  

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit #376 

Montgomery, Alabama 

36104 

The Eagle is available on the 
internet at 

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

CANNED SOUP DRIVE 

We are collecting canned soups the month of January to fight  
hunger and poverty here in the Montgomery community! Please 
bring canned soup to St. John’s by February 3rd so that we can  
donate them to Holy Comforter’s food pantry. 
  
“If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your 

light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday.” Isaiah 58:10 
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