St. John’s Episcopal Church
Montgomery, Alabama
The Second Sunday after Christmas

HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO
10.30am • January 3rd, 2021

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church
Welcome! We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.
In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table. If you have not
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy. Those who wish not to receive
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest. Guests
are expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is
located through doors on the front right of the church, and at the end of the hall on your right. Also, children’s activity bags are
available in the narthex and in the main hallway

Opening Voluntary

How Brightly Shines the Morning Star

Dietrich Buxtehude

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
The people standing, the Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The following is sung by the vocalist, all standing
Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,
Evermore, and evermore!
Let the heights of heaven adore him; Angel hosts, his praises sing;
Powers, dominions, bow before him, and extol our heavenly King;
Let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert ring,
Evermore, and evermore!

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The people sit.
The First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 84
Remain seated. The Psalm will be said responsively by whole verse..
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.

8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.
9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;
11 No good thing will the LORD withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.
12 O LORD of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!
The Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
All stand.
Deacon
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother
by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son."
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and
said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were
seeking the child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to
the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district
of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken
through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean."

People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal
The Nicene Creed
All stand, saying together:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Kneeling as you are able.
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world;
for our Bishop(s)
; for this gathering; and for all
ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.
Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations;
and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the
oppressed, and those in prison. Especially, ______________.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.
Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper
knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the departed.
Pray for those who have died.
Silence
I ask your prayers for
Silence

.

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Silence
The Deacon reads this Concluding Collect:
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth; Mercifully accept the prayers
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Confession of Sin
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
The Peace
All stand.

Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. Please keep
appropriate social distancing.

The Holy Communion
The celebrant will say an offertory sentence.
The people may sit while the altar is being prepared.
Carol at the Preparation of the Altar

The Coventry Carol

English Traditional

Lully, lullay thou little tiny child. Bye, bye lully, lullay. O sisters too, how may we do for to preserve this day this
poor youngling for whom we do sing, ‘bye, bye lully, lullay?’ Herod, the king, in his raging, charged he has this day
his men of might in his own sight all young children to slay. That woe is me, poor child, for thee, and ever mourn
and may for thy parting neither say nor sing, ‘bye, bye lully, lullay.’

The Great Thanksgiving
The People stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born
for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the
Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive
power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
Sung by vocalists
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The People kneel.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death.
We proclaim his resurrection.
We await his coming in glory.
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with [________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The following fraction anthem will be sung by vocalists.
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood
He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.
The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Anthem at Communion

The Three Kings

Peter Cornelius

Three Kings from Persian lands afar to Jordan follow the pointing star: and this the quest of the travellers three,
where the new-born king of the Jews may be. Full royal gifts they bear for the king; gold, incense, myrrh are their
offering.
The star shines out with a steadfast ray; the kings to Bethlehem make their way, and there in worship they bend the
knee, as Mary’s child in her lap they see; their royal gifts they show to the king; gold, incense, myrrh are their
offering.
Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem the kings are travelling, travel with them! The star of mercy, the star of grace,
shall lead thy heart to its resting place. Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; offer thy heart to the infant king.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Please stand as the clergy depart.
Hymn Tune
Dismissal

Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

How Brightly Shines the Morning Star

Johann Pachelbel

Announcements
Facebook Live Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer via Facebook Live will not be held this week. It will resume on Jan 4th.
Compline will continue on FB Monday-Friday & Sunday nights at 9pm

Adult Formation Zoom Classes
Adult Christian Formation Zoom classes will resume on Wednesdays at 6.30pm beginning on
Jan 6th. In anticipation of the annual meeting and vestry elections, this first class will be led by
John and Deonna and will focus on the role and responsibilities of the vestry. Following that
class, Deonna will resume the Liturgy class she began before Advent.

St. John’s Annual Meeting
The St. John’s annual meeting will be held virtually on Sunday, January 24th. Details to follow
soon.

Today’s Servers
Lector: Rich Anderson Intercessor: Tracey Campbell
Greeters/Ushers: Jimmy McLemore, Cissy Johnson, JR Marshall, Betsy Cannon
Musicians: David Peden, baritone; Robert Scott, flute; Barbara Shanks, oboe; David Simpson,
bassoon.
Joy and Concern: Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Jim Barganier,
Bonner Engelhardt, Karen Jarrell, Sarah Leach, Caroline Majors, Christopher Marshall, Joe
McGough, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson, George Wakefield.
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Betsy Arnold, Margaret Carlson, Pee Wee Kohn,
Diane Kuehndorf, Charlie Leisy, Mike Luckett, Julia Markham, Karen and Angelo Pacheco,
Ernie Reddick, Debbie Steindorf, Garrett Saucer, Jeff Webb, Mark Wimble.
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer.
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Jimmy McLemore, Senior Warden
Radney Ramsey, Junior Warden
Richard Bradford, Treasurer
Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer
Todd Westhauser, Stephanie Norrell, Mike Jenkins,
Kat Dailey, Virginia Banister, Richard Bradford,
Emily Wise, Nick Prillaman, Mary Nelms Parsons,
Katie Keller, Will Gunter, John Carter,
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