
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 
Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table.  If you have not 
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive 
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests 
are expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is 

located in the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left.  Also, children’s activity bags are available in 
the back of the church. 

  

 

Opening Voluntary    Christ, Our Lord, To Jordan Came               Dietrich Buxtehude 

    
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Entrance Hymn 473  Lift High the Cross  CRUCIFER 

  

Holy Baptism 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant then continues 

There is one Body and one Spirit; 

 

People  There is one hope in God's call to us; 

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People  One God and Father of all. 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
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The Collect of the Day 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan didst proclaim him thy beloved 

Son and anoint him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep 

the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with thee and the 

same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 
 

The Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 43:1-7 
Thus says the Lord, 

he who created you, O Jacob,  

he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine.  

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you.  

For I am the Lord your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  

I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.  

Because you are precious in my sight, 

and honored, and I love you,  

I give people in return for you, 

nations in exchange for your life.  

Do not fear, for I am with you; 

I will bring your offspring from the east,  

and from the west I will gather you;  

I will say to the north, "Give them up," 

and to the south, "Do not withhold;  

bring my sons from far away 

and my daughters from the end of the earth-- 

everyone who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory,  

whom I formed and made." 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Remain seated.  The psalm will be said responsively by whole verse. 

Psalm 29 

 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders; * 

the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 

and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the Lord * 

all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 

the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 

the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

The Epistle: Acts 8:14-17 
 

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 

Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the 

Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 

they received the Holy Spirit. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

All stand. 

 

The children are invited to come forward and process to the children's chapel. 

 

Sequence Hymn 121 Christ, when for us you were baptized CAITHNESS 

 

  



The Gospel Reading: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Minister The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I 

baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 

untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 

was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 

form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 

am well pleased." 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal 

 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
The Celebrant says: The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

 

Parents and Godparents: I present John Tyler to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 

When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents who speak 

on behalf of the infants and younger children the following questions:  

 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith 

and life? 

 

Parents and Godparents:  I will, with God's help. 

 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 

I will, with God's help. 

 

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against  God? 

I renounce them. 

  

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 

I renounce them. 

  

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? I renounce them. 

  

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? I do. 

  

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? I do. 



 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in 

Christ? 

People: We will. 

 

The Celebrant then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 

covenant. 

 

The Baptismal Covenant  

All stand, saying together: 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

             and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

             was crucified, died, and was buried. 

              He descended to the dead. 

                On the third day he rose again. 

               He ascended into heaven, 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

              He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy catholic Church, 

      the communion of saints, 

        the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life everlasting. 

  

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the  

bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

  

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and  

return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

  



Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

  

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  

every human being? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

 

 

Prayers for the Candidates 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader: Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Open his hearts to your grace and truth. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader  Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader  Send him into the world in witness to your love. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the 

power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving over the Water 

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 



Celebrant 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 

beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into 

the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the 

Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the 

bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it 

we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful 

obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 

them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 

cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our 

Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Baptism 

Celebrant:  

John Tyler, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray: 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this 

your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of grace. Sustain him, O 

Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 

persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. 

Amen. 

 

The priest marks the forehead with the sign of the cross saying  

John Tyler, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Celebrant 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

Celebrant and People 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim 

his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

 

The Peace  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 



The Holy Communion 

The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared. 

  

Voluntary         

 

All stand to sing. 

Doxology                              OLD 100TH  
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer B) 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because in the mystery of 

the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge 

of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Therefore we praise you, joining our 

voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this 

hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
The People kneel. 



We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death. 

We proclaim his resurrection. 

We await his coming in glory. 

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with [________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
All sing the fraction anthem together 

 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

After communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Please stand for the retiring procession. 
 

Hymn 296  We know that Christ is raised and dies no more   ENGELBERG 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude                                      Lift High the Cross                                           Craig Phillips  



Today’s Servers 

Acolytes: Brett Westhauser, Holden Habermacher, James Marshall, Robert Marshall, Ella Claire 

Corsino, Walton Norrell 

Lector and Intercessor: Virginia Banister, Keith Miller 

Eucharistic Ministers: Dudley Perry, J.R. Marshall, Leale McCall 

Ushers/Greeters: Radney Ramsey, John Carter, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

Altar Guild: Josie Eskridge  

Flower Delivery Team: Sandy and Stanley Marks, Maria Pacheco-West, Nancy Buzard 

Videographer: Scott Mitchell 

Instrumentalists: Robert Scott, flute; David Simpson, bassoon.  

 

Altar Flowers given in memory of: Jonathan Mills Thornton, Katie Hails Thornton, Jonathan 

Mills Thornton, Jr., Priscilla Marks Thornton, Charles Marks Thornton, Ruth Roper Hutchinson, 

Laura Thornton Hutchinson, H. Hamilton Hutchinson, M.D., Katherine Thornton Seawell, Henry 

Ravesies Seawell, Leonard Henderson Seawell IV, Ruth Hutchinson Thomas, Albert Hudson 

Thompson 
 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: George Benner, Elizabeth Via Brown, 

Delia Cerpa, Mark Chappell, Martha Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell, Leslie Little, Christopher 

Marshall, Richard McCrory, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Carrie Shaw, Sarah Stone, Fred 

Tyson, Barbara Wallace. 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Gail Alsobrook, Larry Alsobrook, Ramsey Ashmore, 

Joe Carter, Arthur Femenella, Sr., Frank, Robin Fleming, Steve Harding, Valerie Kemper, 

Richard Norris, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, James Paine, Lavada Person, Andy Pritchard, 

Debbie Steindorff. 
 

Announcements 

Adult Formation Spring 2022:  On Grief and Grieving:  Finding the Meaning of Grief 

through the Five Stages of Loss.  From Jan 9th through Feb 27th Deonna will lead a class on 

grief and the grieving process at 9.15 am in the Parish Hall.  The August 2014 edition of the 

book by Elizabeth Kubler-Ross and David Kessler will be available for purchase in the 

bookstore. 
 

Annual Meeting/Vestry Elections:  The Annual parish meeting will be held on Sunday January 

16th at 9am in the parish house.   Vestry elections will be held at that time.  The congregation 

will vote on the approval of the slate of six parishioners: Christy Anderson, Jim Bennett, Josie 

Eskridge, Dustin Holmes, Debbie Schremser, Margaret Ann Selman. 
 

2022 Acolyte Festival: Saturday, Jan. 22 from 10am-3:30 pm at the Cathedral Church of the 

Advent.  All acolytes are invited to attend this free event.  Please contact Joleen at 

joleen@stjohnsmontgomery.org for registration information. 
 

Chiming Guild:  St. John’s is creating a chiming guild.  The guild is open to all, regardless of 

age, and will be responsible for ringing the bells both before and after the 10:30am Sunday 

service.  No experience, or musical training is necessary, and all guild members will be trained 

by Joel Gregory.  If you are interested, please contact Anne Tippett at 

anne@stjohnsmontgomery.org 



 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Interim Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries  

Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Class of 2021:  

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

   

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 

   

Class of 2023:  

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,  

Wyatt Wells 
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