
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Celebration of a New Ministry for 

 

The Reverend John Philip Leach 
 

As Sixteenth Rector of 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Montgomery, Alabama 

 

Wednesday, February 3rd, 2021 

Five O’clock in the afternoon 

 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Montgomery, Alabama 



Opening Voluntary     Partita on ‘Deck Thyself, My Soul, With Gladness   

  Johann Gottfried Walther 

The Institution 
 

The Wardens, standing before the bishop with the new minister, say these words 

Bishop Curry, we have come together today to welcome John Leach, who has been chosen to 

serve as Rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church. We believe that he is well qualified, and that he 

has been prayerfully and lawfully selected. 

The Bishop may read the Letter of Institution, or else may state the purpose of the new ministry.  

The Bishop then says 

John, do you, in the presence of this congregation, commit yourself to this new trust and 

responsibility? 

New Minister I do 

 

The Bishop then addresses the congregation 

Will you who witness this new beginning support and uphold John in this ministry? 

People We will. 

 

The Bishop, standing, says 

Let us then offer our prayers to God for all his people, for this congregation, and for John their 

Rector. 

 

The Litany is led by a person appointed, all kneeling. 

God the Father,  

Have mercy on us. 

God the Son,  

Have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit,  

Have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, one God,  

Have mercy on us. 

We pray to you, Lord Christ.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault 

at the Day of your Coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that they may serve you in a true 

and godly life, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 



For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Glenda, our bishop, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons, 

that they may be filled with your love, may hunger for truth, and may thirst after righteousness, 

we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For John, chosen priest in your Church, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That he may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your Church, and glorify your 

Name, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he may be sustained and encouraged to persevere to the 

end, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For his family that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease and that all 

may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the 

earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive 

the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 

peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For those in positions of public trust especially, Joseph, our President; Kay, our governor; and 

Steven our mayor, that they may serve justice and promote the dignity and freedom of every 

person, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world 

may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

  



 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are 

in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our 

lives, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 

alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 

life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all 

our life to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Bishop   The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Bishop   Let us pray. 

Everliving God, strengthen and sustain John, that with patience and understanding he may love 

and care for your people; and grant that together they may follow Jesus Christ, offering to you 

their gifts and talents; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 

The First Lesson 
A reading from Numbers 11:16-17, 24-25a 

 

So the Lord said to Moses, ‘Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be 

the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them 

take their place there with you.  I will come down and talk with you there; and I will take some 

of the spirit that is on you and put it on them; and they shall bear the burden of the people along 

with you so that you will not bear it all by yourself. 

 



So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of 

the people and placed them all around the tent.  Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke 

to him and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the 

spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Remain seated.  The Psalms will be read responsively by whole verse. 

Psalm 133 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is * 

when brethren live together in unity. 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head* 

that runs down upon the beard. 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron* 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon, * 

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing * 

life forever more. 

 

Psalm 134 

1 Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord * 

you that stand by night in the house of the Lord. 

2 Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the lord* 

The Lord who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion. 

 

The Second Lesson 
A reading from Romans 12:1-18 

 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 

discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 

than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith 

that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have 

the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 

members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 

in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  

 



Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 

them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one 

another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is 

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

 

Reader :  The word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand. 

 

The Gospel 
A reading from John 15:9-16 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love.  I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be complete. 

 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that 

I have heard from my Father.  You did not choose me but I chose you.  And I appointed you to 

go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name. 

 

 Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon: The Rt. Rev. Dr.  Glenda S. Curry 

 

The congregation remains seated for the following Induction.  



The Induction 
Representatives of the congregation and of the clergy of the diocese will present the following 

gifts and symbols of office to the new rector. 

 

A representative of the congregation presents a Bible, saying 

John, accept this Bible, and be among us as one who proclaims the Word. 

People Amen. 

 

The Bishop presents a vessel of water, saying 

John, take this water, and help me baptize in obedience to our Lord. 

People Amen. 

 

A representative of the congregation presents a stole, saying 

John, receive this stole, and be among us as a pastor and priest.  

People Amen. 

 

A representative of the congregation presents a book of prayers, saying 

John, receive this book, and be among us as a man of prayer. 

People Amen. 

 

A representative of the congregation presents healing oil, saying 

John, use this oil, and be among us as a healer and reconciler. 

People Amen. 

 

The Wardens  present the keys of the church, saying 

John, receive these keys, and let the doors of this place be open to all people. 

People Amen. 

 

A diocesean clergy representative presents the Constitution and Canons of the Church, saying 

John, obey these Canons, and be among us to share in the councils of this diocese. 

People Amen. 

 

Representatives of the children and youth ministries present bread and wine, saying 

John, take this bread and wine, and be among us to break the Bread and bless the Cup. 

People Amen. 

 

The Bishop then says 

John, let all these be signs of the ministry which is mine and yours in this place. 

People Amen. 

 

  



The new rector will kneel in the midst of the church, and say 

O Lord my God, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; yet you have called your 

servant to stand in your house, and to serve at your altar. To you and to your service I devote 

myself, body, soul, and spirit. Fill my memory with the record of your mighty works; enlighten 

my understanding with the light of your Holy Spirit; and may all the desires of my heart and will 

center in what you would have me do. Make me an instrument of your salvation for the people 

entrusted to my care, and grant that I may faithfully administer your holy Sacraments, and by my 

life and teaching set forth your true and living Word. Be always with me in carrying out the 

duties of my ministry. In prayer, quicken my devotion; in praises, heighten my love and 

gratitude; in preaching, give me readiness of thought and expression; and grant that, by the 

clearness and brightness of your holy Word, all the world may be drawn into your blessed 

kingdom. All this I ask for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
The Bishop then presents the new rector to the congregation, saying 

Greet your new Rector. 

 

When appropriate, the family of the new rector may also be presented at this time. 

 

The Congregation expresses its approval. Applause is appropriate. 

 

The Bishop greets the new rector.  The new rector then says to the people 

 

              The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

The new rector then greets other members of the clergy, family members, and the congregation. 

The people stand to greet one another in accordance with current health and safety protocols.. 

The Holy Communion 

 

The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. 

 

The people may sit while the altar is being prepared. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our 

Lord; who after his resurrection sent forth his apostles to preach the Gospel and to teach all 

nations; and promised to be them always, even to the end of the ages. Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sung by vocalists 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The People kneel as they are able 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

  



The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

The following fraction anthem will be sung by vocalists. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

Ushers will direct members of the congregation to the altar. 

The bread will be given to the communicants with these words: 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able 

Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us with the holy food of the Body and Blood of 

your Son, and for uniting us through him in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit.  We thank 

you for raising up among us faithful servants for the ministry of your Word and 

Sacraments.  We pray that John may be to us an effective example in word and action, love 

and patience, and in holiness of life.  Grant that we, with him, may serve you now, and 

always rejoice in your glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



Blessing  

 

Please stand as the clergy depart. 

 

Hymn Tune  

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude           Allegro Maestoso (Sonata II)      Felix Mendelssohn   

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Servers 

Crucifer: Jeb Clark 

 

Lectors: 

 Old Testament: Myron Smoke 

 Psalms: Anne Tippett 

 New Testament:  Joleen George 

 

Greeters/Ushers:  Katie Keller, Emily Wise, Will Gunter, Nick Prillaman 

 

Musicians:  Lauren Simpson, alto; Robert Scott, flute; Yu Wang, violin.  

 

Presenters at the Induction (in order of presentation) 

 

Mr. Charlie Harris (Bible) 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry (Water) 

Mrs. Margaret Ann Selman (Stole) 

Mrs. Debbie Schremser (Book of Prayers) 

Mr. Jimmy McLemore (Healing Oil)  

Mr. Radney Ramsey (Keys of the Church) 

The Rev. Candice Frazer (Constitutions and Canons) 

Sean Woessner and Eloise Carlisle  (Bread) 

Mary Virginia Huffaker and Anne Elaine Clark (Wine) 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend John P. Leach, Rector 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Associate Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries and Parish Communications 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr, Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 
Class of 2021: 

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

 

Class of 2022: 

Betsy Cannon, Brice Johnston, Cissy Johnson, JR Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry 

 

Class of 2023: 

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Melissa Shaw, Wyatt Wells 

 

 
  

 


