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Sometimes it feels easier just to do something 
by myself rather than doing it with someone 
else. Other people are complicated. I am com-
plicated with other people. Working together 
can be challenging. I’ve always found singles 
much easier than doubles, for instance, when I 
play tennis. Doubles is lots of fun but there’s 
that other person to deal with.  When my part-
ner makes a mistake, I automatically feel re-
sponsible somehow. I feel like I should be able 
to do something to help the other person play 
better. Singles is harder on the body, but it’s 
way simpler. It’s just me and the ball. I don’t 
have to worry about encouraging anyone else 
besides myself. With many things, doing it by 
oneself is simpler. 
 
The sixth chapter of Mark recounts Jesus send-
ing out the 12 Apostles. The tenth chapter of 
Luke tells the story of Jesus sending out 70 
disciples. In both narratives, Jesus ordains 
them to do significant work in his name and, in 
both narratives, Jesus sends them out two by 
two, not individually. Those stories have al-
ways been challenging for me in that I recog-
nize Jesus would take issue with my bias to-
ward individual work. The secret to kingdom 
work, I think Jesus is saying, has more to do 
with being together than it does accomplishing 
things in an efficient manner. 
 
The Enneagram, a spiritual growth tool that is 
really helpful, suggests that people of my per-
sonality type who are somewhat obsessed with 
performance would do well to work as part of a 
team rather than doing things individually all 
the time. Those of us who just want to get a 
task done and don’t really want to have to be 
bothered with other people’s idiosyncrasies are 
often pleasantly surprised when we actually do 
work as part of a group. Other people bring 
other perspectives. Other people do certain 
things better than me. Other people bring out 
things in me that I didn’t know were there. 
And when I work as part of a team I bring out 
things in others they probably wouldn’t realize 
on their own. When I do embrace working with 
others, I usually find that one plus one equals a 
lot more than two. Always, when I work with 

others, I learn some valuable lessons. Usually 
those lessons have to do with developing hu-
mility and respect for others. When I work as 
an individual I develop a hard edge. I focus on 
pushing my plan into place. Working with oth-
ers forces me to be attentive to the feelings and 
outlooks of others and we all grow. 
 
A good friend of mine who is no longer alive 
used to say that there weren’t any monuments 
erected to honor any committees. Like me he 
could have a hard-edge approach to life. He 
was someone who got a lot done and wasn’t 
known for his patience. But he often had to 
work with others and when he and I did pro-
jects together, we both learned things we 
would not have learned had we just taken on 
the task by ourselves. Individuals get things 
done more easily perhaps but it takes groups to 
do kingdom of God work. 
 
Life is not an individual competition to see 
who can get the most done or pile up the most 
successes. Life is more about being in relation-
ship, learning to curb my ego and pride and 
look for the good in others. The people who 
can work and play well with others are invaria-
bly the wiser and more peaceful people. Those 
who have to do it all themselves are such 
bores; they shut out the work of the Holy Spir-
it. 
 
If, like me, you are more comfortable working 
alone than with others, think about how you 
behave when you are on a team. Do you throw 
your weight around? Do you try to impress 
everyone? Do you do all the talking? Do you 
get impatient with other people’s comments or 
approaches? The valuable thing about working 
on a team is that we don’t get our way all the 
time. Working with others forces humility up-
on us. But some of what we learn is the de-
lightful realization that a common approach 
brings a particular joy that an individual ap-
proach simply cannot bring. 
 
Receiving Holy Communion is something that 
has to be done as a group. The Book of Com-
mon Prayer specifically requires that. If no one 
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THE LESSONS: 
Wisdom of Solomon 1:13-15; 2:23-
24 
Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 
 
THE HYMNS: 
518 Christ is made the sure foundation 
609 Where cross the crowded ways of 
life 
296 We know that Christ is raised 
 
THE COLLECT: 
O Almighty God, who hast built thy 
Church upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief cornerstone: 
Grant us so to be joined together in 
unity of spirit by their doctrine, that 
we may be made an   holy temple 
acceptable unto thee; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
  
  

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
All service members who have given 
their lives establishing, preserving, 
and defending the United States of 

America 
  
  

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: M. Tippett, A. T. Fitzpat-
rick, S. Miller, S. Behr, L. S. Strickler, 
M. Lee, J. Selman, A. Baird 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, M.N. Parsons, W. Gunter 
VESTRY:  7:30 T. Westhauser 
10:30 J. Marshall, V. Banister, A. 
Huffaker, R. Bradford 
ALTAR GUILD: J. McDowell, E. 
Stroh, A. King 
PASTORAL CARE:  L. Hutchinson, J. 
Smyth, E. Galt, C. Penton 
FLOWER DELIVERY:  J. Lynn, M. L. 
Owens, G. Mathews 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sunshine Huff, Karen Jarrell, Fran-
cis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe 
McGough, Cynthia Hill. 
 
We pray for one who has died: Joe Piazza, uncle of Toni Stough. Rest eternal grant to him, O 
Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. 
 
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Debbie Steindorff, Betty Harper, Jennifer Pruitt, 
Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee Earnest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Ernie 
Reddick, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula 
Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame Duan, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, 
Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Sil-
verman. 
  
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

Events Around the Corner 

Thinking as a Christian about Bioethics — Sundays 9:15 in the Parish House 

Heavenly Hosts—Tuesday, July 10, 6:30 pm, 3120 Thomas Avenue 

SpiritLit—July 18 @ 7518 Wynford Circle 

Honduras Medical Mission Trip – July 21-28 

Children’s Art Camp—July 30—Aug 1, 9:00am to Noon 

Remember Tuesdays—Morning Prayer at 8:10 am on Facebook Live 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes will be 
distributed during the month of JULY! Shoe-

boxes will be located in the Parish Hall! Please 
take as many as you need, and return them to 
St. John’s by or before July 31. Packing direc-

tions are located inside each box! 

 

Email sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org with questions. 

shows up for the Eucharist, the priest cannot go on alone. Worship is not an individual 
thing; it is communal. The Eucharistic Liturgy, like the Gospel, is meant to inspire and 
equip us in our daily living. 
 
Christ did not come here to work alone. He had disciples and apostles. He moved among 
the people, and sent them into the world to do the work of community. He abides with the 
community even now. Love one another, he repeatedly coached. As Christ gets into our 
hearts, we take on less of a conquering mindset, more of a communal lifestyle. Jesus sends 
us out two by two so look for the Christ in each person you meet. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, July 1 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Adult Sunday School  
       in the Parish House 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
  
MONDAY, July 2 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
 
TUESDAY, July 3 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, July 4 

Offices closed 
 
THURSDAY, July 5 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$28,088.43 

Required to Date 

$901,670.00 

Received to Date 

$842,719.86 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$164,998 

Tee shirts are in!  
 

If you preordered your tee shirts please come by the 
church to pick them up, you can pay Libby when you 
pick them up. They are located in the educational build-
ing on Fay’s desk. If you are interested in buying a shirt 
that was not preordered there are extras in the book 
store for $15 per shirt. If you have any questions please 
contact Joleen at joleen@stjohnsmontgomery.org  

A book series for women.    

For more information contact Candice@stjohnsmontgomery.org. 

Wednesday, July 18 
Born A Crime by Trevor Noah 

 At the home of Anne Hamner 
7518 Wynford Circle 

  

Wednesday, August 15 
Priestdaddy by Patricia Lockwood 

At the home of Sandra Patrick 
2448 Rosemont Place 

  
 5 pm Sips and Snacks  

(bring something yummy to share; beverages will be provided) 
5:30 pm Book discussion 

OUTREACH GRANT REQUESTS 
We’re now accepting applications for outreach requests. Because of your support, St. 
John’s has had a tremendous impact in the Montgomery area and beyond for many years. 
Once again, our budget is $110,000. If you know of a deserving organization, please call 
or email Fay at fay@stjohnsmontgomery.org for an application. Requests need to be re-
turned no later than Friday, 7/27/18. 

July HEAVENLY HOSTS 

TUESDAY, July 10, 6:30 pm 

In the home of Fairlie & Bruce Rinehart 

3120 Thomas Avenue 

Beverages provided, please bring a dish to share. 
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Mark your Calendars for  
Children’s Art Camp 

  
Children in rising K-6th grades are invited to  

participate in "Art Camp."  
July 30-August 1  

9 am-noon 
  

All crafts will be for sale at 
 St. John's annual Bazaar.  

 Please email  
sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org  

for more information.  
The deadline for registration is July 10. 
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