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T h e  E a g l e  

A Message from Ch., Capt. Jamie Osborne, USAF 

Associate Rector, St. John’s 2017-2020 

 

Greetings people of St John’s, 

 

I was speaking with Deonna recently and she mentioned the possibility of me sending an 
update in the Eagle and I thought that was a great idea.  

 

First of all, thank you all for your encouragement and understanding as I discerned a call to 
Air Force chaplaincy, and for sending our whole family off with your support.  

 

We are doing well here in Nebraska. Lauren and the kids really enjoy it here, and I have a 
unique and incredibly interesting position as a military officer and a chaplain. The base that I 
am assigned to does a lot of intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance and they have 
been especially busy lately because of recent world events. 

 

My vocation as a chaplain is incredibly rewarding but it can be difficult. Almost everyone else in the Air Force is a manda-
tory reporter, which means that they are obligated to report crimes, thoughts of suicide, assault, and abuse, to their chain of 
command. Chaplains are not mandatory reporters. In fact, I cannot share what an individual discloses to me in a one-to-one 
conversation. That information is legally protected—no matter what I am told, I cannot share that information with anyone 
else.  

 

This absolute confidentiality means that I am trusted with some of the darkest experiences people can have. It is an honor 
and sacred trust to be there for people in this capacity, but it can be extremely difficult as well. I really try to take care of 
myself so that I am not adversely affected by the amount of trauma I encounter. There is such a thing as secondary trauma, 
and I have heard of chaplains who have suffered from secondary PTSD from the accumulation of trauma from the members 
they serve. I have delivered death notifications to squadrons and family members. I have led military funerals and ceremo-
nies. I’ve done a lot of invocations at changes of command and promotion/graduation ceremonies, as well as pastoral coun-
seling. Suicide has been a big part of my work. There are unique stressors that contribute to the military suicide rate being 
almost double the civilian rate. I have been involved with suicide prevention, intervention, and postvention. There was a 
two week span last year in which I encountered more trauma and crisis than my three years at St John’s.  

 

I am not sure how long this season as chaplain will last, but I do know I am where I am supposed to be for this season of 
life. I am learning so much about myself and the journey of faith. It has been a wild ride for me the last couple of years. But 
in all the changes, I have just sought to trust that God is with me and that I am being lead through it all. That I am not alone 
and that I am loved and carried by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 

At the end of the day, that’s all I think we can do.  

 

I miss getting to bless you after the Eucharist: 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 
and remain with you always.  Amen 
 
- Jamie 



Page 2  

Weekly Offerings 

 

Tuesdays 

• Holy Eucharist 7:30 am in the Chapel 

 

Wednesdays 

• Centering Prayer Group 11:30 am in the Library 

 

Thursdays 

• Healing Eucharist 12:05 pm in Chapel 
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Christmas in July In-Gathering 

 

For our July In-Gathering we will be celebrating Christmas in July and collecting gifts for Common 
Ground Montgomery’s Christmas Store! Please keep in mind the following requirements: 

• Purchase any new toy(s) for children up to age 14 

• Leave the price tag intact or leave the receipt in the bag 

• Do NOT wrap items 

• In an attempt to reflect the students in the program, if you are purchasing baby or Barbie dolls, CGM asks that 
you purchase brown baby and Barbie dolls.  

 

Toys may be dropped off in the church office library anytime during the month of July!  

Warden’s Report 
 

Here are some highlights of the Vestry's actions on behalf of the church.  
 

1.) Membership: Our membership committee is led by Margaret Ann Selman.  She recently 
met  with the City of Montgomery Traffic Engineering Director about way-finding signage to lead new 
members and guests to St. John's. Her committee is coming up with where exactly we want such signage 
so that we can include this in our written request to the city.  
 

2.) Events: Our events committee is led by Josie Haas Eskridge. The Memorial Day bell ringing re-
membrance went well (thanks to the help from Vestry members Debbie Schremser, Ellen Haber-
macher and Cissy Johnston). There is a wish by several parishioners to repeat this event in 2023. Josi-
e's  committee is preparing invitations for the "Kick Off Sunday" the first Sunday after Labor Day 
(September 11, 2022). She is also making plans for our long-awaited stained glass window re-
dedication and reception on Sunday, October 23, 2022.  She anticipates asking parishioners to bring 
food made in their own kitchens for this event. If any of you have a close personal relationship with a local 
dignitary, Please let Josie know. We may need your assistance in making personal invitations for the re-
dedication of the windows.  
 

3.) Finance and Administration: Our finance and administration committee is led by William 
Haynes. He has been working with a roofing consultant and contractor to finally fix the long-standing 
problem with drainage for the flat roof over our sacristy. The Finance and Administration Committee is 
also working on the "lower seal detail" so that the newly installed windows in the chancel are able to repel 
water. He has likewise gotten a quote to fix the breezeway ceiling stucco. The recent storm blew off a piece 
of stucco from the church tower, so that is also on the Finance and Administration to-do list. We anticipate 
the repairs to the hardwood floors in the Sellers library to be completed in July. Recall that a malfunction-
ing ice maker on the third floor caused extensive water damage on the first floor. These repairs have been 
much aided by our insurance broker and fellow parishioner, Charlie Harris at the Starke Agency. 
 

Other items include the following: 
• With the next payment authorization request ("PA") from our stained glass renovation company 

(Femenella & Associates), we will be financing the future PA's from our line of credit that we negotiated 
with River Bank at the beginning of this project over a year ago. 

• The Vestry approved additional funds for the Discernment Committee based on unexpectedly high 
travel costs. 

• We have written a letter of support to the Senior Warden of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in the af-
termath of the tragedy of June 16, 2022. 

 
If you have any questions about these items, please feel free to ask one of us or another member of the 
Vestry. 
 
Will Hill Tankersley and William Haynes 
Wardens 


