
Gethsemane 

July 26 , 2020 

The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost  

Eagle 
St. John’s 

St. John’s Episcopal Church  

“Have you not known, have you not heard 
those who wait for the Lord shall mount 

up with wings like eagles.” 

 Isaiah 40:28,31 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
113 Madison Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
334-262-1937 
Fax: 334-262-1931 
  
Rector:  
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
  

Associate Rector: 
Jamie Osborne 
 

Priest Associate: 
Deonna D. Neal 
  

Staff: 
Libby Poole 
     Financial Administrator 
 
Anne Tippett 
     Assistant to the Rector 
  

Christian Formation: 
Sarah Collier 
     Director of Children’s  
 Christian Formation 
 
Joleen George 
     Director of Youth Ministries 
 and Parish  
 Communications 
  

Music: 
Joel Gregory 
     Organist and Choirmaster 
  

Maintenance: 
Mike Jarrell, Superintendent 
Myron Smoke, Judson George 
   

Vestry of St. John’s: 
Jimmy McLemore Sr. Warden   
Radney Ramsey Jr. Warden 

 
 

Class of 2021 
Virginia Banister 
Richard Bradford 
Kathryn Dailey 
Mike Jenkins 
Stephanie Norrell 
Todd Westhauser  
 
Class of 2022 
John Carter 
Will Gunter 
Katie Keller 
Mary-Nelms Parsons 
Nick Prillaman 
Emily Wise 
 
Class of 2023 
Betsy Cannon 
Cissy Johnson 
Brice Johnston 
J.R. Marshall 
Scott Mitchell 
Dudley Perry 
Will Hill Tankersley, JR. 
 

Treasurer 
Helen Wells 
 
Clerk of the Vestry 
Anne Tippett 

Just after his final meal with his closest followers - including Judas who would 

betray him and Peter who vows never to deny him - Jesus goes to the Garden of 

Gethsemane to pray. It’s one of his holy places and he needs to connect with his 

Father whose nature he bears while, at the same time, he bears the  nature of 

those who follow, betray, and deny him. The fact that he goes apart to pray, at 

this pivotal time, stands out for me. I can see myself pacing around anxiously. I 

can see myself desperately trying to find a way to escape the struggle. I can see 

myself focusing in on the problem and what I needed to do about it. But would I 

go apart to pray?  Jesus seems to get to that place of letting go much faster than 

we do. So he goes to his holy place to pray. 

 

I’ve always been surprised that Jesus takes the disciples with him. Going apart 

to sort things out, ponder, and eventually let go in prayer is intensely private 

work. Why take the group along? Wouldn’t they just get in the way? Jesus seems 

to lead a life of going back and forth between prayer and action, between soli-

tude and community. Here, on the night before he will die, he combines solitude 

and community. He prays privately but he asks for company. Is this so that they 

can learn something? Does he need their help in some way? It’s never really 

made a lot of sense to me, yet here they all are together in some ways but very 

different too. 

 

In Matthew’s account (26:36-46), Jesus is “deeply grieved” and goes further into 

the garden while asking the disciples to “remain here, and stay awake with me.” 

Then, in a prayer that for me crystalizes Jesus’ nature, he asks for the pain and 

suffering he is facing to be taken away if at all possible, “yet not what I want but 

what you want.” That prayer, including the asking for it all to be taken away if at 

all possible, has sustained and encouraged me all these years. Jesus feels what 

he is feeling, bears it honestly and openly. He doesn’t rush ahead to God’s will; 

he takes a while to deal with his own human will. 

 

The path to God’s will begins with our will. We either admit what we are feeling - 

what we want and need - or we suppress that. While we may think that our wills - 

what we are feeling and needing and wanting - are things we shouldn’t have, the 

fact remains that our wills and feelings and needs are here. Never to admit them 

is to be ruled by them. Before we can move forward into embracing God’s will for 

us, we have to admit our own feelings and fears. This moment in Jesus’ life is 

very much like the cross: instead of going around the pain, he goes right through 

it. He admits his own fears first. 

 

As we admit our fears and face them, as we name what it is we would like to 

have happen in a given situation, then our hearts can open and we can trust that 
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THE LESSONS: 
1 Kings 3:5-12 
Psalm 119:129-136 
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33,44-
52  

THE COLLECT: 

O God, the protector 
of all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing 
is strong, nothing is 
holy: Increase and 
multiply upon us your 
mercy; that, with you 
as our ruler and guide, 
we may so pass 
through things tem-
poral, that we lose not 
the things eternal; 
through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

God’s will for us is a more solid place. Like the shadows that Carl Jung 

teaches about, our feelings and our wills are things that will rule us until we 

name them honestly. After naming them, they lose their power and then we 

are free to move forward into that which must be. 

 

“Not what I want but what you want.” This is the yielding point, the place of 

trust, the moment of turning it all over, the place where true strength and 

peace can be received. Instead of trying to become the strength which will 

defeat the struggle, Jesus yields to the struggle and to God’s ability to save 

in whatever way God chooses. There’s a big difference between self-

confidence and true confidence. True confidence is not in our ability to 

solve things. True confidence is in the power and peace that comes from 

somewhere else. After we give up and let go, then that peace and power 

can come to us. Then the will of God can truly lead us. 

 

While Jesus is being so honest with his Father, admitting his own desires, 

and yielding to the will of God, he asks for his disciples to stay awake with 

him. They fail, of course, three times. Their inability to remain awake is con-

trasted with the remarkable wakefulness of Jesus. He is totally aware, fully 

present, honest and purely focused on who he is and who God is. 

 

That wakefulness stands as an invitation to us. It is our potential. The more 

fully we are awake and aware, the more Christ-like we become, the more 

able we are to know and accept God’s will. The wakefulness is also that 

which lies beyond our abilities. Only God is fully awake and aware at all 

times. We catch glimpses of that nature in our own journeys. And then we 

fall back asleep. The invitation to wakefulness is not a secret formula for 

gaining individual power. The invitation to wakefulness is a process where 

we can learn to trust and know God’s will more fully. The invitation to wake-

fulness reveals our own nature – the vast potential and severe limitations 

alike. The invitation also reveals the unlimited nature of that which holds all 

of life together, the great Triune God. 

 

Enter into wakefulness more fully this day. There we find the presence of 

God who holds all of life together. Accept that you cannot be awake and 

aware perfectly. Ours is the smaller part. The grace of God is the larger part 

and God’s grace will guide us into the kingdom. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

Monday Noon Bible 

Study via Zoom 

The Monday 12pm Bible 

study will be offered via 

the streaming service 

Zoom. It is a free service 

and easy to use. 

An email will be sent out 

each week to all that 

would like to join, with a 

link to the Zoom meet-

ing. Here's a quick tuto-

rial on how to join a 

Zoom meeting. If you 

would like to participate 

in the Bible Study, 

please let Robert know, 

and he will add you to 

the weekly email 

Christmas in July 

Please take a shoebox, and fill it 
with a variety of gifts for a young 

boy/girl this holiday season! Pick up 
your box in the lobby of the educa-

tional building! They are due back at 
St. John’s by September 

**Directions included inside box** 
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 THIS WEEK AT  

ST. JOHN’S  

SUNDAY 

10:30 am Morning 
Prayer with Sermon 

MONDAY thru  

FRIDAY 

8:10 am  Facebook 
Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook 
Live Compline  

 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

 St. John’s Faithfulness 

Required Weekly 

$35,556.41 

Received Sunday 

$17,404.50 

Required to Date 

$1,031,135.89 

Received to Date 

$983,848.96 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Christopher Marshall, Sarah 
Stone, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Shirley Price, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George 
Wakefield, Frances Condit,  Johnny Smith, Marilyn Pickett 
 Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Gloria Hudgeon, Mary Lin-

ger, George West, Randy Rushton, Tommy Oliver, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra 
Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hat-
field, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Pam Litel, Aaron 
Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Stein-
dorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada 

Spears Persons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck 
Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, William Hardwick Ray, 

Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie Reddick, Vaughan Dozier, Jen-
nifer Passineau, Raye Gregory, Richard Burk, Bob Capra, Gillian Flory, Randall Williams, 

Savannah Wright, John Stallings, Linda Robbins, Mark Wimble. 

Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

Keeping Pledges  

Current 

 

During the time in 

which St. John’s is 

closed to group gather-

ings and public wor-

ship, our expenses con-

tinue. You can mail your 

offerings in using your 

pledge envelopes and 

adding a stamp. You al-

so can use Bill Pay 

through your bank or 

instruct your bank to do 

an automatic draft. 

Thank you for your con-

tinued faithfulness in 

your stewardship. 

Outreach Grants 

During these unprecedented and turbulent times, St Johns continues to provide 
financial assistance to our neighbors in need. The St. Johns Outreach Committee 
will be meeting in the coming months to review applications and make recom-

mendations to the vestry for their approval.  The needs in our community have not 
been put on hold by this pandemic. St. John’s continues to play a vital role in our 
community and, speaking for the committee, we are extremely grateful for your 

support. 

 Applications are in the process of being sent to former recipients. If you know of 
any group or organization, please let us know and we’ll get them and application 
promptly. All applications need to be returned to the church by Wednesday, July 

29th. If you are interested in serving on the committee, please let me know. 

Peace, Charlie 

EYC SKI TRIP 
Please let Joleen know if your teenager is interested in go-
ing skiing January 15th-18th. It is $400 a person and there 

is only 10 spots open so sign up soon! 
Applications can be found on St. John’s Website, 

https://stjohnsmontgomery.org/ministries/youth/episcop
al-youth-community/  

ANNUAL ECW BAZAAR CANCELED 
 

After much thought and prayerful consideration, the ECW annual 
bazaar has been canceled due to limitations of onsite activities 

related to the COVID-19 virus.  Plans do call for the reinstatement 
of the bazaar in 2021. 

PLEASE DO NOT bring donations for the Treasure Attic to the 
church this year. There is not enough storage space at the church 

to house items until the next event can be scheduled. 
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Welcoming the New Rector – A Zoom 

Class led by Robert 

Moved to Wednesday,  

August 5, 6:30 pm 

 

In order to coordinate with the an-

nouncement of the next rector of St. 

John’s, the Zoom class on Welcoming 

the New Rector has been moved to 

Wednesday, August 5, at 6:30.  


