
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 

Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s 

Table.  If you have not been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact 

one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their 

arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests are expected and welcome! For 

your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is located in 

the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left.  Also, children’s activity bags are 

available in the back of the church. 
  

 

Voluntary     Concerto after Signori Gregorio      Johann Gottfried Walther     

    
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Entrance Hymn  598 Lord Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth      MIT FREUDEN ZART 

 

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sung by all.  

Opening Canticle - Canticle 13, A Song of Praise (Hymnal, S 236) 

 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 

you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; 

in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your 

grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with 

compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

 

The First Lesson: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Thus says the Lord God: 

I myself will take a sprig 

from the lofty top of a cedar; 

I will set it out. 

I will break off a tender one 

from the topmost of its young twigs; 

I myself will plant it 

on a high and lofty mountain. 

On the mountain height of Israel 

I will plant it, 

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 



and become a noble cedar. 

Under it every kind of bird will live; 

in the shade of its branches will nest 

winged creatures of every kind. 

All the trees of the field shall know 

that I am the Lord. 

I bring low the high tree, 

I make high the low tree; 

I dry up the green tree 

and make the dry tree flourish. 

I the Lord have spoken; 

I will accomplish it. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Please remain seated.  The Psalm will be said responsively by whole verse. 

Psalm 92:1-4,11-14 

 

1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, * 

and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 

2 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 

and of your faithfulness in the night season; 

3 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 

and to the melody of the harp. 

4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; * 

and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 

11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 

and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

12 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord * 

shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

13 They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 

they shall be green and succulent; 

14 That they may show how upright the Lord is, * 

my Rock, in whom there is no fault. 

 
During the singing of the sequence hymn, the children are invited to come forward and 

process to the children's chapel. 

 

Sequence Hymn  302 Father, we thank thee who has planted              RENDEZ A DIEU 

 

The Gospel Reading: Mark 4:26-34 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 



Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 

how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 

head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 

for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 

puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 

speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon:  The Rev. John P. Leach 

 
The Nicene Creed  

All stand, saying together: 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The people kneel as they are able.  The Leader and People pray responsively 

The Prayers of the People (Form VI)    
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

 

For Joseph our President, Kay our Governor, and Steven our Mayor, for this community, the 

nation, and the world; For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For Justin the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Glenda our Bishop, 

and for John and Deonna our clergy, and for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  We pray especially for all those serving 

in the armed forces, especially Jonathan Joyner, Jack Durkee, Ben Klein, and Curtis Buzard.  We 

pray for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo in Tela, Honduras.  We pray for all first 

responders and all healthcare personnel. 

 

Hear us, Lord; For your mercy is great. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

 

Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings. 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 



We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 

 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you. 

 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 

Silence may be kept.  Then the Leader and People say together 

 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, 

things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

All stand. 

 

The Peace  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Holy Communion 

The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared.      

 

All stand to sing. 

Doxology                              OLD 100TH  
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A) 



 

The People stand. 

 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

 People And also with you. 

 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

 People We lift them to the Lord. 

 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the  

week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
The people kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
All sing the fraction anthem together 



The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

After communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Please stand for the retiring procession. 
 

Hymn 483 The head that once was crowned with thorns                                               ST MAGNUS 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude  Allegro Maestoso (Sonata II)               Felix Mendelssohn 

  



Today’s Servers 

 

Acolytes: Susannah Miller, Walton Norrell, Guy Hughes 

Lector and Intercessor: William Haynes, Morgan Chappell 

Eucharistic Ministers: Mark Chappell, Kat Dailey 

Ushers/Greeters: Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., William Haynes, Katie Keller, Michelle Shaw 

Altar Guild: Jeanne Drummond 

Flower Delivery Team: Sandy Marks, Maria Pacheco West, Nancy Buzzard 

Videographer: Anne Tippett 

Instrumentalists: Robert Scott, flute; David Simpson, bassoon.  

 

Altar Flowers given in memory of: Ruth Hill Cook, Clarence H. Cook, Sr., Clarence H. Cook, 

Jr., Ruth McLemore, and William H. McLemore 

 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners:  Elizabeth Crump, Tranum 

Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell, Caroline Majors, Sandy Marks, Christopher Marshall, Eddie 

McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson, George Wakefield. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, Joe 

Carter, David, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Patty Kimbel, Pee Wee Kohn, Shelley 

Garrison Lackey, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Lavada Person, Tim Sykes, Jaquon Smoke,  

Debbie Steindorff. 

 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 

 

Direction for Communion and Intinction:  We are glad now to be able to offer both bread and wine 

for communion.  You have two options. 1) Bread only:  Once you receive the wafer, please consume it 

immediately and then return to your seat.  2) Bread/Wine Intinction:  If you would like to partake of 

communion wine, you may do so through intinction only.  After you receive the host, keep it in your palm 

until a chalice bearer approaches you.  The chalice bearer will lower the cup so that you can see the small 

amount of wine in the chalice.  Dip the wafer into the wine and then consume the wafer and return to your 

seat.  Please be mindful not to dip your fingers in the wine.  
 

Push Pay Update:  We  wanted to clarify that our new online giving platform, PushPay, is just a new 

option for how to give to St. John's. We will still accept giving via cash or check. 

For those interested in online giving through PushPay, you can give from anywhere and also “text-to-

give”! Please try this new feature by texting “stjohnsmgm” to (833) 251-1449. You will receive a link that 

connects you directly to our Pushpay site and with a just a few more clicks, you can give directly to the 

church.  This easy giving platform is also available on the St. John’s website.  Just look for the “Giving” 

tab in the upper righthand corner of the site. 
 

Cool Down with the Clergy:  Join John and Deonna for ice cream and conversation!  The event will 

be an opportunity to visit and get to know one another in a casual setting.  We hope everyone will join us 

for one of these evenings.  All ages are welcome.  
 

St. John’s Biscuit Night, Tuesday June 29 @6:35pm:  Join fellow St. John’s parishioners for a 

Biscuits baseball game.  If you would like to attend, please email Victoria at 

victoria@stjohnsmontgomery.org by June 23rd.  Tickets are $11 apiece. 
  

Water and Arts Camp:  Our children’s Water and Art Camp will take place July 26-July 28 from 

9:00-11:30 am! We will create fun crafts, and we will participate in outdoor water fun (weather 

permitting). All crafts will be for sale during our Annual Bazaar!  Children in Rising Pre-K4 through 

Rising 6th grade are invited to participate! Please use the QR code below to sign up! 

 
 

 

EYC Lock-In: St. John’s will have an  EYC Lock In beginning at 6:30 pm June 25 through 9:00 am 

June 26th! Save the date and look for more details coming soon! 
 

Bazaar Treasure Attic News:  We will begin to accept items for the treasure attic beginning in June.  

Please bring your items to the church office and place them in the stairwell.  The Treasure Attic 

committee will review the items donated and decide what to keep for the sale. See below the list of items 

we will and will NOT accept for the Treasure Attic: 

● WILL ACCEPT: silver and silverplate – polished preferred; china; tableware, such as glasses 

sets, dishes, serving platters and bowls; decorative, items like pretty vases, figurines, lamps 

with shades; small boxes; table linens and placemats; framed prints and paintings; vintage 

holiday decorations and nice costume jewelry. 

● WILL NOT ACCEPT: books, furniture, electronics of any type; clothes including scarves and 

purses; old kitchen appliances; personal items; bed linens and window coverings; empty 

frames; old children’s toys. 

PLEASE NOTE: anything deemed not sellable will be discarded. 
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