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Dear St John’s, 

 

You as a parish have seen many associate rectors arrive and then leave 

equipped with new skills and experiences to begin the next season of their 

ministry. I’m writing to inform you that I, too, will soon begin the next sea-

son of a new ministry. Like those who have gone before me, I am sad to 

say goodbye, but also excited about the future.  

I am excited to announce I have discerned a call to Air Force Chaplaincy. I 

have been appointed a first lieutenant in the United States Air Force and 

will most likely begin Officer Training School in mid-October. After I com-

plete that, the family and I will move to our duty station where I will serve 

as an Air Force chaplain. Lauren and the kids are excited, and we are look-

ing forward to this next step for us as a family.  

A couple of years ago, I attended a lecture given to Air Force chaplains 

about the Air Force’s effort to recruit more chaplains. The speaker said 

something along these lines: “If we can get an imam, a rabbi, or an Episco-

pal priest—it’s like finding a unicorn.” Those words struck me deeply and 

began a process of discernment. I began to wonder if God was calling me 

to this ministry.  

I was initially surprised to find myself thinking of Air Force chaplaincy, but 

this call has arisen as a result of relationships I have here at St John’s and 

in Montgomery as a whole. St John’s is located a couple of miles from Max-

well Air Force Base and it was on that base I had my first lunch with a St 

John’s parishioner. One of my first special events here at the church was 

an Eagle Scout celebration for an Air Force family’s son. Deonna and St 

John’s parishioners have served in or currently work with the Air Force. In 

addition to my life at St John’s, most of my relationships outside the parish 

here in Montgomery have been with members of the Air Force. It is through 

these relationships that I developed a deep appreciation for Airmen (the 

term used for male and female members of the Air Force) and their fami-

lies. This deep appreciation, the skills and experience I have as an Episco-

pal priest, the needs of the Air Force, and Lauren’s encouragement and 

support as well as Robert and Deonna’s, have all helped me discern this 

call to Air Force chaplaincy. 

Lauren, Rowan, Phoebe, and I came to Montgomery straight out of semi-

nary three years ago. You welcomed us here and supported us as we be-

gan a family life of ordained ministry. I will always be grateful for being able 

to partner with you, and for all the ways we’ve grown during this season of 
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THE LESSONS: 
Jeremiah 28:5-9 
Psalm 89:1-4,15-18 
Romans 6:12-23 
Matthew 10:40-42  

THE COLLECT: 

Almighty God, you 
have built your Church 
upon the foundation of 
the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief 
cornerstone: Grant us 
so to be joined togeth-
er in unity of spirit by 
their teaching, that we 
may be made a holy 
temple acceptable to 
you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  

ministry as a parish, staff, and clergy team.  

My last Sunday here as your associate rector will most likely be Octo-

ber 11th. We will have time to say our goodbyes, and in the meantime 

the transition to the new rector will continue. I continue to hear good 

reports from the Discernment Committee and I’m excited about the 

future of St John’s.  

 

Thank you, 

Jamie Osborne 

St. John’s Websites 

Services Available on Fa-
cebook Live and 

YouTube  
(Recordings on 

www.stjohnsmontgomery
.org) 

FB page: 
https://www.facebook.c
om/stjohnsmontgomery

/  
Youtube page: 

https://www.youtube.co
m/channel/UCS2K0pVi

Hs7eS7-lhghifHQ  
Recordings of  those 

Sunday services will be 
posted on our website.  

Friends, With everything we are experiencing now, one thing the pandemic 

has not slowed down to date is our discernment process. We have conducted 

numerous Zoom interviews and meetings and are now down to a small group 

of finalists. The committee and finalists are excited and ready to meet in per-

son but recognize the safety issues and concerns. We are continuing to moni-

tor not only Montgomery but also the cities our candidates are from. There 

has been much creative discussion about ways to meet and remain as safe as 

possible. 

Daily, we are reminded that we are not in control. Last fall when we started, no 

one could foresee the world we now find ourselves in. We were told that if we 

trust the Holy Spirit, we will be guided and led and we believe that is happen-

ing. This last part of our process will be difficult as we all believe we have ex-

cellent finalists and having to select one will not be an easy choice. It is a 

good position to be in and, with the Holy spirit’s guidance, we will have clari-

ty. 

We remain extremely grateful for your continued prayers for our Committee 

and for St . Johns. 

Peace, Margaret Ann and Charlie 

ECW BAZAAR CANCELED 
 

If this was a “normal” year, plans and activities for the annual bazaar would 
be well underway but with face-to-face activities still on hold, the ECW Board, 

through consultation with the Rector, has voted to cancel the bazaar. 

Plans call for the continuation of the bazaar in 2021 and Debbie Schremser, 
ECW president, said the time off will allow the various committees to design 

an even bigger and better bazaar.  

While isolated at home for the last several months, many families have 
cleaned out closets and cabinets with the idea of donating to the Bazaar’s 

Treasure Attic. Unfortunately, there is no storage space at the church to store 
items until the next bazaar so PLEASE DO NOT bring items for the Treasure 

Attic to the church this summer. 
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 THIS WEEK AT  

ST. JOHN’S  

SUNDAY 

10:30 am Morning 
Prayer with Sermon 

MONDAY thru  

FRIDAY 

8:10 am  Facebook 
Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook 
Live Compline  

 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

 St. John’s Faithfulness 

Required Weekly 

$35,556.41 

Received Sunday 

$19,915.85 

Required to Date 

$888,910.25 

Received to Date 

$878,655.65 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Christopher Mar-
shall, Sarah Stone, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Shirley Price, Florence 
Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George Wakefield, Frances Condit,  
Johnny Smith, Marilyn Pickett. 
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Gloria Hudg-
eon, Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, Tommy Oliver, Karen & 
Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed 
Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Pow-
ell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn 
Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, 
Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Per-
sons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, 
Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, Wil-
liam Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie 
Reddick, Vaughan Dozier, Jennifer Passineau, Raye Gregory, Richard Burk, 
Bob Capra, Gillian Flory, Eleanor Jones, Randall Williams, Savannah Wright, 
John Stallings, Tomy Gamble, Linda Robbins, Mark Wimble. 
Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

Keeping Pledges  

Current 

 

During the time in 

which St. John’s is 

closed to group gather-

ings and public wor-

ship, our expenses con-

tinue. You can mail your 

offerings in using your 

pledge envelopes and 

adding a stamp. You al-

so can use Bill Pay 

through your bank or 

instruct your bank to do 

an automatic draft. 

Thank you for your con-

tinued faithfulness in 

your stewardship. 

Outreach Grants 

During these unprecedented and turbulent times, St Johns continues to 

provide financial assistance to our neighbors in need. The St. Johns Out-

reach Committee will be meeting in the coming months to review applica-

tions and make recommendations to the vestry for their approval.  The 

needs in our community have not been put on hold by this pandemic. St. 

John’s continues to play a vital role in our community and, speaking for the 

committee, we are extremely grateful for your support. 

 Applications are in the process of being sent to former recipients. If you 

know of any group or organization, please let us know and we’ll get them 

and application promptly. All applications need to be returned to the 

church by Wednesday, July 29th. If you are interested in serving on the 

committee, please let me know. 

Peace, Charlie 

National ECW Website 

The National Episcopal Church Women recently launched its updated web page 
that allows the organization to share the accomplishments of members, as well as 
news about women in the church from all over the US. In addition it has created 
a weekly “ Women in Action-News Blast" that includes articles and stories about 

women in the church.  

St. John’s has cancelled all services and face to face interactions for the 
next few weeks. Our main priority is keeping everyone well. Please look 

for daily posts on our  St. John’s Children’s Christian Formation 

Facebook page!  
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Streaming Services 

St. John's will offer Morning Prayer Monday-Friday at 8:10am and 
Compline Monday-Friday at 9:00pm. All of  these services will be 

offering on the St. John's Facebook page via Facebook Live 

Sunday Morning Prayer & Evening Compline 

Morning Prayer performed in the chancel with a sermon will be 
offered by both Facebook Live and YouTube, every Sunday at 

10:30am. 

Compline will be offered at 9pm on Facebook Live 

If  you would like to watch any of  the services via Facebook, if  
easier to access if  you have a Facebook account. 

The Sunday morning service of  Morning Prayer is also live 
streamed via YouTube. You do NOT have to create a YouTube ac-

count to view the service. 

The link to the St. John's Facebook page is: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsmontgomery/ 

The link to the St. John's YouTube page is: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS2K0pViHs7eS7-
lhghifHQ 

Monday Noon Bible 

Study via Zoom 

The Monday 12pm Bible 

study will be offered via 

the streaming service 

Zoom. It is a free service 

and easy to use. 

An email will be sent out 

each week to all that 

would like to join, with a 

link to the Zoom meet-

ing. Here's a quick tutori-

al on how to join a Zoom 

meeting. If you would like 

to participate in the Bible 

Study, please let Robert 

know, and he will add 

you to the weekly email 


