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In an undergraduate Religion class in the mid-1970’s, I was introduced to a 

book entitled God of the Opressed by James Cone. The basic point of the 

book was not all that new to me: the oppressed have a special place in 

God’s heart. It went with the message I had begun to learn from my mentor 

in high school, Mr. Broome, who was an English teacher and our Key Club 

Advisor. He encouraged us to think more deeply about those who were 

marginalized and not to confuse material wealth, power, or status with 

God’s favor. It was a message I’m happy to say I also heard from the clergy 

in the parish I grew up in. 

 

The book reached a conclusion, however, that I had never really thought 

about. If God were to be incarnate in modern American society, Cone spec-

ulated, God would come as a black person because Jesus was part of an 

oppressed group. The 60s and the Civil Rights Movement had certainly be-

gun to help me see that those who are black in America, and certainly in 

the South, are forced to lead a life decidedly unequal to whites. The book 

helped me begin to grapple with a truth that continues in our society: not 

only are African-Americans  oppressed but it is, indeed, very dangerous to 

be black in American society. 

 

Recently the news has highlighted several more cases which invite us to 

increased empathy and new action. An unarmed black man was shot to 

death in Georgia while on a run. A white woman in Central Park threatened 

to call the police on a black man who had asked her to leash her dog, say-

ing specifically that she was going to tell them an African-American man 

was intimidating her. A black woman in Kentucky was shot to death in her 

apartment by police officers. A policeman in Minnesota held his knee on 

the neck of a hand-cuffed black man until that man suffocated. All these 

incidents reveal the sickening consistency: it is dangerous just to be black 

in our country. The things I am free to do day in and day out may cost a 

black person their life. Far too many of our citizens and police officers are 

permitted to treat people shamefully simply because they are black. 

 

There are many other forms of oppression. It’s not all about race. Women 

are oppressed. Homosexuals and transgendered people are oppressed. 

Poor people are oppressed. Immigrants are oppressed. Muslims are op-

pressed. The list goes on and on. You and I, though we are ashamed of this 

truth and wish it were different, are somehow complicit. We may feel pow-
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THE LESSONS: 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 
Psalm 8 
 
THE COLLECT: 

Almighty and everlast-
ing God, you have giv-
en to us your servants 
grace, by the confes-
sion of a true faith, to 
acknowledge the glory 
of the eternal Trinity, 
and in the power of 
your divine Majesty to 
worship the Unity: 
Keep us steadfast in 
this faith and worship, 
and bring us at last to 
see you in your one 
and eternal glory, O 
Father; who with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit 
live and reign, one 
God, for ever and ev-
er. Amen.  

erless to stop it but we go along with it and are part of a society that 

keeps encouraging this. When we react to “Black Lives Matter” slo-

gans defensively by saying, “All Lives Matter”, we encourage oppres-

sion. When we view the angry reactions of protestors and call them 

thugs or say things like “When the looting starts, the shooting starts”, 

we encourage oppression. When we blame black people for this un-

fair treatment and ask, “What did they do to bring that on them-

selves?”, we encourage oppression. Not only do we encourage op-

pression, we actively oppress with such statements and attitudes. 

 

It’s gone on far too long. It’s got to stop. We cannot treat our fellow hu-

man beings this way. These more vivid pictures of oppression should 

invite us to consider oppression in all forms. Not only does God not 

wish oppression on anyone, God abhors oppression and dearly loves 

the oppressed. “Blessed are the poor,” is the first line in Jesus’ first 

sermon. He is killed for yoking his life with the oppressed. I think 

James Cone was right. If God were to come to earth today, it would be 

in the form of a black person. 

 

What can we do about these continued atrocities? We can begin by 

asking God to help us develop empathy. If all this humbles and sad-

dens you, your empathy is developing. If you just find yourself growing 

defensive, your empathy needs some work. And let’s admit it, we all 

have a lot of work to do. “Individually we are members of one anoth-

er” (Romans 12.5). If one of us cannot breathe, none of us can 

breathe. 

 

God cares especially for the oppressed. So must we. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

Monday Noon Bible Study via Zoom 

The Monday 12pm Bible study will be offered via the streaming service 

Zoom. It is a free service and easy to use. 

An email will be sent out each week to all that would like to join, with a 

link to the Zoom meeting. Here's a quick tutorial on how to join a Zoom 

meeting. If you would like to participate in the Bible Study, please let 

Robert know, and he will add you to the weekly email 

St. John’s Websites 

Services Available on Facebook Live and YouTube  
(Recordings on www.stjohnsmontgomery.org) 

FB page: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsmontgomery/  
Youtube page: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS2K0pViHs7eS7-

lhghifHQ  
Recordings of  those Sunday services will be posted on our website.  
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 THIS WEEK AT  

ST. JOHN’S  

SUNDAY 

10:30 am Morning 
Prayer with Sermon 

MONDAY thru  

FRIDAY 

8:10 am  Facebook 
Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook 
Live Compline  

 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

 St. John’s Faithfulness 

Required Weekly 

$35,556.41 

Received Sunday 

$12,103.93 

Required to Date 

$782,241.02 

Received to Date 

$799,421.84 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Christopher Mar-
shall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Shirley 
Price, Florence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George Wakefield, 
Frances Condit,  Johnny Smith, Marilyn Pickett. 
 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Gloria Hudg-
eon, Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, Phil Dotts, Doris 
Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samu-
els, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, 
Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Pam Litel, 
Aaron Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Brad-
ford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Rob-
erts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Persons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, 
Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha 
Kloberg, Andy Silverman, William Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, 
Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie Reddick, Vaughan Dozier, Jennifer Passi-
neau, Raye Gregory, Richard Burk, Bob Capra, Gillian Flory, Eleanor Jones, 
Randall Williams, Savannah Wright, John Stallings, Tomy Gamble, Linda 
Robbins 
Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

Keeping Pledges  

Current 

 

During the time in 

which St. John’s is 

closed to group gather-

ings and public wor-

ship, our expenses con-

tinue. You can mail your 

offerings in using your 

pledge envelopes and 

adding a stamp. You al-

so can use Bill Pay 

through your bank or 

instruct your bank to do 

an automatic draft. 

Thank you for your con-

tinued faithfulness in 

your stewardship. 

Staying Spiritually Grounded During COVID-19 
 

Wednesday Evenings 6.30pm   

April 22 through June 24  

Via Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube 

This 10-week course will be team taught by the St. John’s Cler-

gy. The goal of the course is to introduce participants to a vari-

ety of Christian spiritual practices so that they might incorpo-

rate them into a Rule of Life. 

 

June 10 Spiritual Practices 4: Praying with Images and Icons 

June 17 Personality Types and Spiritual Practices: MBTI and 

Enneagram 

Jun 24 Creating a Rule of Life (and sticking with it!) 

If you would like to join the class on Zoom at 6.30pm on 

Wednesdays, please email Deonna 

at deonna@stjohnsmontgomery.org and she’ll send you a Zoom 

invite. 

If you cannot attend the class at 6.30pm, the recordings will be 

offered for future viewing on the St. John’s sites 
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Streaming Services 

St. John's will offer Morning Prayer Monday-Friday at 8:10am and 
Compline Monday-Friday at 9:00pm. All of  these services will be 

offering on the St. John's Facebook page via Facebook Live 

Sunday Morning Prayer & Evening Compline 

Morning Prayer performed in the chancel with a sermon will be 
offered by both Facebook Live and YouTube, every Sunday at 

10:30am. 

Compline will be offered at 9pm on Facebook Live 

If  you would like to watch any of  the services via Facebook, if  
easier to access if  you have a Facebook account. 

The Sunday morning service of  Morning Prayer is also live 
streamed via YouTube. You do NOT have to create a YouTube ac-

count to view the service. 

The link to the St. John's Facebook page is: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsmontgomery/ 

The link to the St. John's YouTube page is: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS2K0pViHs7eS7-
lhghifHQ 


