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“Give us this day our daily bread.” We ask for that daily bread every time 

we pray the Lord’s Prayer. We say it so often we may not even hear what 

we’re asking for. Daily bread. Not bread for a lifetime, or a year, not even a 

week. Daily bread. We ask God to give us what we need today. And we 

know that tomorrow we’re going to need it again. 

Recently Mary Ward and I were reflecting on the matter of crises in the par-

ishes we’ve been associated with. We came up with a long list of minor cri-

ses that we have survived. We also came up with a shorter list of major cri-

ses that we’ve gotten through. By major, I mean crises that we considered 

to be career-threatening. We came up with 13. 13 times we have been in-

volved with events or situations that we knew at the time could well have 

led to our being asked to leave the parish we were serving. Some of those 

crises were due to decisions I had made as the rector. Some of them were 

situations evolving from major issues the Episcopal Church was dealing 

with at the time. Some were crises developing from the manner in which 

parishioners had conducted themselves. All, as we looked back on them, 

were situations thrust upon us and bigger than our ability to handle on our 

own.  

There’s a cumulative effect of crises in our lives. The stress of those crises 

builds up, true enough. But a sense of perspective also builds. If you’re 

dealing with one big crisis, there’s a lot of anxiety that springs up. But, if 

you’re dealing with several at one time, that somehow makes it easier. 

Maybe there’s only so much anxiety we can experience and if we have to 

spread it around over several situations, no one of them can seem life-

threatening. Or maybe, when we have that many crises at one time, we 

know we need some help and we ask for it. Just having one crisis may lead 

me to think I can just work real hard and fix the problem. But several at 

one time humbles me enough that I have to resort to faith. 

We may think that having faith is knowing that all with be well and having a 

sense of peace within. But faith, in my experience, is not always peaceful. 

Oftentimes faithfulness is accompanied by anxiety. We don’t really know 

how things are going to end up. We let go of final outcomes of scary situa-

tions. And we just focus on the next step we need to take. The situation we 

are facing is far too big for us so all we can do is take things one little step 

at a time. Faithfulness is more a matter of putting one foot in front of the 

other without knowing where we will end up than it is knowing where our 

steps are going to take us. And, yes, that results in a sense of peace, but 
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THE LESSONS: 

Genesis 12:1-4a 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

John 3:1-17 

Psalm 121 

THE COLLECT: 

O God, whose glory it is 
always to have mercy: Be 
gracious to all who have 
gone astray from your 
ways, and bring them 

again with penitent hearts 
and steadfast faith to em-
brace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of 

your Word, Jesus Christ 
your Son; who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives 
and reigns, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

MINISTERS  

SERVING THIS  

SUNDAY 

ORGANIST AND  

CHOIRMASTER: Joel  

Gregory 

ACOLYTES: Emma 
Screws, Millie Stevenson, 
Anne Layton Lee, Adam 
Winter, Hunter Dailey, 
Bobby Bradford, Ware 
McCollum 

VESTRY: 7:30 Richard 
Bradford 10:30 Jimmy 
McLemore, Kat Dailey, Vir-
ginia Banister, Will Gunter  

LAY EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS: Scott Mitch-
ell, Tracey Campbell, Ma-
ria Pacheco-West 

LAY EUCHARISTIC VIS-
ITORS: Arthur Mazyck, 
Will Hill Tankersley, Mary 
Lil Owens, Bill Owens 

PASTORAL 
CARE: Florence Young, 
Jeanne Drummond, Marla 
Foster 

FLOWER DELIVERY: 
 Melissa Carter, Valerie 
Wilkerson, Will Gunter 

Flowers by the St. 
John's Flower Guild 

  

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

peace built from struggle rather than the absence of struggle. 

Most every day in our lives contains minor or major crises. There we 

get to practice faithfulness. There we are invited to be faithful, to fo-

cus on the one next step required from us and to let go of the overall 

outcome. No matter our faithfulness or lack thereof, another crisis will 

come along. It’s not a barrage to separate the wheat from the chaff. 

It’s a constant flow of life’s events. How we responded to the last cri-

sis doesn’t determine how we will respond to the next. We may have 

done very well or very poorly in the last challenge but here comes an-

other all the same. We can approach those crises as enemies to de-

feat all alone or places where we will need to ask for daily bread. The 

promise of Christ, and our experience as people of faith, is that the 

daily bread is given. 

Life is designed to help us come to know our need for God’s help and 

to receive that help. Talk of sin and redemption isn’t meant to imply 

that we can defeat struggle on our own. It is the truth of our existence 

as children of God. We need help and help is daily given. When we 

ask God to give us this day our daily bread, we put ourselves in the 

healthy and humble place of receiving all that God has to offer. Crises 

aren’t tests for us to pass. They are place where God’s abundant 

grace will be revealed. 
 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, 
Christopher Marshall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie 
McDowell, Shirley Price, Florence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, 
George Wakefield, Frances Condit, Johnny Smith,  Delia Cerpa, Marilyn 
Pickett, Linda Hutchinson, Sandy Marks, Palmer Smith, Katie Keller, Mary 
Nelms Parsons. 
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-
Burns, Gloria Hudgeon, Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, Phil 
Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, Karen & Angelo 
Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom 
Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase 
Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Daphne Oli-
ver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack 
Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada 
Spears Persons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon 
Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, 
William Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, 
Ernie Reddick, Vaughan Dozier, Jennifer Passineau, Raye Gregory, Richard 
Burk, Bob Capra,. Sug Keene. 
Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. 
JOHN’S  

SUNDAY 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist 

8:15 am     Breakfast 
 in the Parish House 

9:15 am  Sunday School 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist 

4:20 pm Children’s Choir 

5:00 pm   EYC 

9:00 pm Compline on FB 
Live 

MONDAY 

12:00 pm Clergy Led Bible 
Study 

6:00 pm Men’s Group 

TUESDAY,  

6:30 am  Al-Anon 

 7:00 am Holy Eucharist 

 8:10 am Morning Prayer 
on FB live 

8:30 am Prayer Group 

5:00 pm  Over Eaters 
Anonymous  

WEDNESDAY,  

 12:00 pm Lunch Lenten 
Series  

5:30 pm Eucharist 

6:00 pm Dinner 

6:30 pm Guest Speaker
   

THURSDAY,  

 12:05 pm Holy Unction 
and Holy Eucha-
rist  

6:00 pm Adult Choir Prac-
tice 

 

Sarah Smith Martin 

Sarah Martin Zeanah 

Thomas Martin 

Margaret Winkler 

Alice and Robert Smith 

Alice and Ted Lingham 

Grover Cleveland Hall 

Peter C. Robinson 

William J. Frazer 

Bill Frazer 

Norma Grove Reese 

Sharron Lingham Power 

The Flowers on the Altar this Sunday are to the glory of God and in 
memory of: 

 St. John’s Faithfulness 

Required Weekly 

$35,556.41 

Received Sunday 

$22,731.98 

Required to Date 

$355,564.10 

Received to Date 

$439,196.35 

Inquirers’ Class – Sundays in Lent 

All those who wish to learn more about the Episcopal Church are invited to attend 

the Inquirers’ Classes held on the Sundays in Lent, March 1 – April 5, at 9:15 in the 

Library. The class is open to newer parishioners and those who have been here for a 

long time too. Subjects will include: Distinguishing Features of the Episcopal 

Church; Church History; Holy Scriptures; the Book of Common Prayer; the Sacra-

ments, and plenty of opportunity for questions. You need not register for the clas-

ses but if you wish to be confirmed by the Bishop on May 3, please contact Jamie 

Osborne (jamie@stjohnsmontgomery.org)  

St. John's Cursillo Upcoming Dates:  
 

ULTREYA/OPEN REUNION GROUP - APRIL 26, 2020  

Mary and Martha Guild 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25TH - 10:30-1:30 @ ST. JOHN'S 

On March 25th, we help with the Lenten Lunch at St. John's. Our Guild will 
help by preparing part of the meal, setting up and plating the food, and serving 

our guests. I will send more information and specific times soon.  

Brass Polisher Wanted! 
 

Please volunteer to help polish the church for Easter. We will meet 
March 19th at 1:00. Please let Linda Hutchinson or Chuck Moore 

know if you can come. 

Health Precautions 
We are all concerned about taking precautions while the Coronavirus is spread-

ing worldwide. At St. John’s you will notice numerous containers of hand-
sanitizers around our facility and we encourage you to use them and to practice 

vigorous hand-washing. While passing the Peace or on the way out of church, 
you may wish to avoid shaking hands with others. We are assured that the safest 
way to receive the wine during Communion is to drink from the chalice and our 
chalice bearers will be especially careful in wiping the chalice after each person. 

Intincting – dipping your wafer in the chalice – is said to be the least sanitary 
way of receiving the wine. Receiving only the bread is perfectly permissible and 
you may choose not to receive the wine at all. If you are sick, we encourage you 

to stay home instead of attending church. We also hope that, knowing we are tak-
ing all possible precautions, you will be encouraged to attend worship. 
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Lenten Preaching/Teaching Series 

 

Again this year we have some gifted and talented people coming to 

us on Wednesdays during Lent to Preach and Teach. At 12:05 pm on 

Wednesdays we have a liturgy for noonday and a sermon by our 

guest, followed by a luncheon. At 5:30 pm we have Eucharist, fol-

lowed by supper at 6:00, and Teaching in the Parish Hall at 6:30. 

There will be programs in the evening for children as well. Our lineup 

for 2020 is: 

 

March 18 – The Rev. Daniel Strandlund, Vicar of St. Elizabeth’s in 

Buda, Texas 

March 25 – The Very Rev. Richard Lawson, Dean of St. John’s Cathe-

dral in Denver 

April 1 – The Rev. Allison Liles, Priest-in-Charge of St. Stephen’s in 

Hurst, Texas 

Lenten Small Group -

 March 1 - April 5  

Sundays at 5:00 pm in 

St John's library 

This is a 6 week Lenten 

small group. The theme is 

"Practicing Courage with 

All Your Heart, Soul, 

Strength, and Mind". You 

can learn more here. The 

small group will be using a 

devotional that you can 

download, or if you prefer 

a paper copy, you can ask 

Jamie for one.  


