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EASTER FLOWERS 

If you would like to make a donation to the flowers decorating the church for Easter, 
please complete this form and send a check to St. John’s earmarked for Easter Flowers. 
  
Your name:  _________________________________________________ 
  
In memory of  ________  and/or In honor of ___________: 

«LA_LABEL_NAME» 

«AD_ADDRESS_1» 

«AD_ADDRESS_2» 

«AD_CITY», «AD_STATE» «AD_ZIP_CODE» 

St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Fi fth  Sunday in Lent  

Follow the Leader 

March 18 , 2018 

Eagle 
St. John’s 

“Have you not known, have you not heard 
those who wait for the Lord shall mount 

up with wings like eagles.” 

 Isaiah 40:28,31 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
113 Madison Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
334-262-1937 
Fax: 334-262-1931 
  
Rector:  
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
  

Associate Rector: 
Candice B. Frazer 
Jamie Osborne 
 

Priest Associate 
Deonna D. Neal 
  

Staff: 
Libby Poole 
     Financial Administrator 
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     Parish Secretary 
Anne Tippett 
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Sarah Collier 
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Joel Gregory 
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Mike Jarrell, Superintendent 
Myron Smoke 
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Ashley Hamlett 
Betty Mathews 
Dee Moody 
Chuck Moore 
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Geoff Stough 
 

Class of 2020 
Dick Arrington 
Georgia Holmes 
Austin Huffaker 
Alice Longshore 
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Anne Tippett 

Every Celebrant of the Eucharist has just a little 
different way of leading the liturgy and our job, as 
participants, is to follow their lead. Some churches 
have only one priest and worshipers get really used 
to that person’s cadence and pace. With several 
priests on our staff, worshipers at St. John’s are 
more accustomed to things being a little different 
each week. During Lent, on Wednesday nights, our 
guest preachers preside at the altar and each of them 
leads in a different way. Occasionally I’ll get a little 
irritated at the way another priest presides, thinking 
they’re going too fast or too slow, and the differ-
ence distracts me. Sometimes, because of those 
differences, I’ll hear something in the liturgy I’ve 
never really heard before. 
 

Some Celebrants read the Lord’s Prayer faster than 
others. Some make use of the potential times for 
silence during the liturgy while others just pass over 
that potential pause. Some use the silence longer 
than others. Some celebrants genuflect while some 
don’t. Some elevate the elements at certain times 
allowing us to see the bread and the chalice. Others 
just touch the vessels and leave them on the altar. 
Each person administering communion does it a 
little differently. The Eucharistic Liturgy is remark-
ably consistent yet it changes with each Celebrant. 
They set the tone and we follow. 
 

Priests are notorious critics of other priests. We 
have our way of doing things and tend to think that 
anyone who leads the liturgy otherwise is doing it 
wrong. Having someone different lead the liturgy 
on a regular basis, however, helps dissolve those 
critical thoughts. What has developed in me, over 
the years, is a sense of patient curiosity. I know 
everyone leads in a different way so now it’s easier 
for me just to relax and let them set the tone howev-
er they choose. It’s made me realize that, while I 
have my own tendencies, I lead a little differently 
each time I celebrate. One of the values of going 
back and forth between Rite I and Rite II is that 
they inform each other. The different wording is 
complementary and helps me hear things more 
deeply. The same is true with Celebrants. 
 

One of the wonders of the Liturgy is that we show 
up as a congregation and are called on to participate 
throughout. We respond, we stand or sit or kneel, 
we sing and pray, we reach out our hands and re-
ceive the Eucharist, we process into the world with 
the call to serve. We work, as a congregation, as 
hard as the Celebrant does. Another wonder of the 
Liturgy is that it is chosen for us. We are asked to 
participate but are not in charge ourselves. The con-

gregation doesn’t pick out the hymns or the Eucha-
ristic Prayers or the particular form of the Prayers 
of the People. We show up and go with what is as-
signed to us. 
 

Every time we go through the Liturgy, we get re-
peated little choices. Will we gratefully receive the 
choices made for us? Will we follow the lead of the 
Celebrant and appreciate the little differences each 
one brings? Will we assume that the choices made 
are intentional and purposeful? Or will we just get 
stuck in our preferences and remain at a distance in 
a critical spirit? 
 

As someone who likes to be in charge, I now find 
myself more often as a participant in the Liturgy 
than its leader. That’s been very good for me. It 
gives me a chance, on a regular basis, to follow 
instead of lead. Following the liturgy for me is a bit 
like riding in the passenger seat of a car. It’s easy to 
think the driver is not doing the job correctly. But 
following also allows me to see some things that I 
can’t really notice when I’m driving. As a partici-
pant in the liturgy, if I can get past the critical 
thoughts, I can arrive at a place of awe and wonder. 
When Candice or Jamie or Deonna celebrate the 
Eucharist, I am struck with how careful and inten-
tional each one of them is. They’re easy to trust 
because they’re all so competent and the Eucharist 
means a great deal to each of them. As I trust them 
to lead, something in my heart opens. 
 

Every day we participate in an unfolding Eucharis-
tic Liturgy. We awaken and the day is assigned to 
us. There are things we look forward to. There are 
things we might choose to be a little different if we 
were calling the shots. We are not in charge of our 
days. But we are asked to participate, to fulfill our 
roles, to pay attention to the pace and cadence of 
the various events we go through. When I follow 
faithfully and trust the Celebrant of life with my 
heart, a sense of awe and wonder emerges. When I 
look for all the things in the day that I think should 
be different, I distance myself from goodness. So 
how will I enter this day? 

 

Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THE LESSONS: 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51:1-13 
Hebrews 5:5-10 
John 12:20-33  
  
THE COLLECT: 
 O Almighty God, who alone canst 
order the unruly wills and affections 
of sinful men: Grant unto thy people 
that they may love the thing which 
thou commandest, and desire that 
which thou dost promise; that so, 
among the sundry and manifold 
changes of the world, our hearts may 
surely there be fixed where true joys 
are to be found; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
  

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
Sarah Smith Martin 

Sarah Martin Zeanah 
Thomas Martin 

Margaret Winkler 
Alice and Robert Smith 
Alice and Ted Lingham 
Grover Cleveland Hall 

Peter C. Robinson 
William J. Frazer 

Bill Frazer 
Sarah Lingham Robinson 
Sharon Lingham Power 

 John Branch, Jr. 
  

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: M. Tippett, A. M. Clark, 
A. Winter, C. Spier, G. Hughes, R. 
Huffaker, L. S. Strickler, M. Lee 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, Kathryn Dailey, W. Gunter, S. 
Spratling 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
K. Daily, R. McCory 
VESTRY:  7:30 Mike Jenkins 
10:30 J. Marshall, B. Mathews, G. 
Holmes, V. Banister 
ALTAR GUILD: D. Schremser, J. 
Drummond 
PASTORAL CARE:  F. Young, J. 
Drummond, M. Foster   
FLOWER DELIVERY:  M. Carter, R. 
McCrory 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sunshine and John Huff, Karen Jarrell, 
Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe 
McGough, Cynthia Hill. 
 
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie 
Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorf, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  
Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame Duan, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, 
Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

Lenten In-Gathering 

Adults, Youth, and Children 
In-Gathering Collection on Easter Day 

Boxes are available in the Narthex 

 and Parish House 

Events Around the Corner 

Youth Groups make Palm Crosses – March 18, 5:00 pm 
Vestry – March 19 

Wednesdays in Lent – March 21 – The Rev. Donald Fishburne 
Palm Sunday – Procession of Palms and Passion Narrative -  March 25 

Holy Week Eucharists – Daily at 12:05 pm 
Good Friday Liturgy – 12:05 pm 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross – 6:00 pm 
Easter Vigil – March 31 at 7:05 pm 

Easter Day Eucharists – 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 
Awaken – Community wide Easter Day Celebration at Biscuits Stadium at 5:00 pm 

Awaken – A Community Wide Easter Day Celebration 

April 1 at 5:00 pm 

The Rector is helping lead a community wide Easter Day Communion Service at the Biscuits Stadium 
at 5:00 pm and all parishioners are invited to attend. Our hope is to gather Christians from various 
denominations and ethnic backgrounds to celebrate our commonality of faith in the midst of all the 
differences our society emphasizes. The liturgy will consist of prayers, scripture reading, hymns, and 
receiving Communion. Join us as we seek to break down barriers and build relationships of hope. 

Honduras Mission 2018 

We are actively recruiting for the Honduras mission team for 2018.  The dates are July 20th—29th.  
Even though this is a medical mission we are recruiting both medical and non-medical team members.  
We have numerous roles to be filled by non-medical personnel: pharmacy assistants, non-technical 
nursing assistants, patient check-in and flow, entertaining children during the wait, etc.  Spanish lan-
guage is not required.  Join us as we likewise join hands with our sister parish of Espiritu Santu in Tela, 
Honduras and you will experience a blessing beyond measure. To learn more about the trip and to ex-
press an interest you may email Kat or Jon Dailey: katdailey@mac.com  or jon-dailey@charter.net.  
But, we would love to sit down and talk to you individually about the mission trip.  
 Peace, 
 Kat and Jon Dailey 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, Mar 18 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Junior EYC 
6:00 pm  EYC Eats 
6:30 pm Senior EYC 
  
MONDAY, Mar 19 
8:30 am        Women’s Bible Study     
        at the home of Candice Frazer 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
5:30 pm       Women’s Bible Study 
 at the home of Nancy 
 Bradford, 1735 Hillwood   
6:00 pm      Men’s Group in  
 the Library 
 
TUESDAY, Mar 20 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, Mar 21 
11:00 am Centering Prayer 
12:05 pm Lenten Noonday  
 Service & Lunch 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
6:00 pm Supper & Teaching 
 
THURSDAY, Mar 22 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 
 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$23,576.00 

Required to Date 

$360,668.00 

Received to Date 

$371,413.41 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$173,563 

Lent 2018 

Wednesdays in Lent:  February 21 – March 21 
Preaching Series at 12:05 with Luncheon to follow 

Holy Eucharist at 5:30 with Supper to follow 
Teaching Series at 6:30  by the noonday preacher (special series for children and for youth) 

  

March 21 – The Rev. Donald Fishburne 
Retired Rector of St. Paul’s, Chattanooga 

Luncheon Servers Needed 
Have you been wondering what you can do to help during the Wednesday Lenten Series?  
Luncheon servers aren’t limited to women. If you’d like to serve, men are welcome, too! 

We need waitresses/waiters for the luncheon after the service.  Please email Jane Barganier    
perdidojjb@charter.net  to volunteer. 

Children’s Lenten Series 
Begins February 21 

Children ages PreK4-6th grade  
*Modified version offered to toddlers-3 year olds in Nursery. 

Save the Date! 

Holy Cross Low Country Broil 
(No, that wasn’t a typo! Stay tuned to find out more.) 

Sunday, April 22 

Want to rappel off a 110-Foot Building for a good cause? 

OVER THE EDGE For Hope Inspired Ministries (HIM) 

Friday, April 6 or Saturday, April 7, 2018 Cost: $1,000 per person 

Over the Edge is a fundraiser for HIM where individuals and businesses will raise money for HIM in 
exchange for an opportunity to rappel off the 40 Four Building in downtown Montgomery.  So what if 
you don’t have $1000 to rappel?  That’s okay! That’s why they’ve set up a peer-to-peer fundraising 
page for individuals and teams!  Each person can create their own page to raise money to rappel, 
which will go directly to Hope Inspired Ministries.  To learn more, visit 
www.hopinspiredministries.org/over-the-edge 

Let’s send Jamie Osborne OVER THE EDGE! 

Not interested in going OVER THE EDGE yourself? That’s okay! Jamie is going to represent St. 
John’s but needs your help raising the money for HIM. Donations can be made at St. John’s or on this 

fundraiser sight. https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/1290882  

All donations are greatly appreciated. 


