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One day, when our son was a Junior or Senior in high school, I decided on 

the spur of the moment to pick him up after school and drive to Atlanta for 

a Braves game. They were facing the Houston Astros in the deciding game 

of the National League Division Series (back when the Astros were in the 

National League). The only tickets available were ‘Standing Room Only” but 

I bought some on-line and off we went. Spoiler alert: the Braves lost but 

that’s not why I’m writing this. 

 

Most everyone by then had a cell phone, if not an iPhone which had just 

come out. Rob and I gathered up on the terrace level, along with a few hun-

dred other folks who similarly had last minute ideas, most of whom were in 

their early 20s, all of us standing very close to each other for the entire 

game. Most everyone was talking on their cell phones off and on. At first I 

had judgmental thoughts about how the younger generation was more in-

terested in their phones than they were the baseball game. But then I no-

ticed a trend in what I was overhearing from their phone conversations. At 

least a dozen times I heard someone say, into their telephones, “I love 

you.” Not only was the younger generation more tied to their telephones, 

but they were also much more affectionate than my generation, and ex-

tremely well connected to each other. 

 

This past Sunday, I had the strange experience of leading a worship service 

without a single person sitting in the pews of St. John’s. There were a few 

people up in the loft helping with the cameras and the audio but no one 

was sitting in the pews. We used the service of Morning Prayer and I deliv-

ered a sermon. Occasionally, over the years, I’ve gone into the empty 

church and practiced a sermon but I’ve never actually delivered a sermon 

to an empty church. Instead of looking at people, I focused on a tiny little 

camera way up in the loft. That was the congregation for me. 

 

I imagined that the experience would feel cold and lonely and sad. Instead, 

much to my surprise, I felt warmly connected to people I knew who would 

be watching and even touched by the knowledge that some perfect 

strangers would be tuning in. As I finished the sermon I got a little chill up 

my spine thinking about how important St. John’s is to people and how 

much worship means to all of us. Right after the service, I started getting 

text messages and emails from folks who had watched. Several of them 
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THE LESSONS: 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 
Psalm 23 
 
THE COLLECT: 
 Gracious Father, 
whose blessed Son Je-
sus Christ came down 
from heaven to be the 
true bread which gives 
life to the world: Ever-
more give us this 
bread, that he may 
live in us, and we in 
him; who lives and 
reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ev-
er. Amen.  

commented that they had been moved to tears. “Me too”, I thought! 

How very strange. 

 

My father was a technology guy. He gave me my first computer in 

1983, even while I insisted that my Smith-Corona typewriter was just 

fine with me. A few years ago, when our daughter sent us a photo-

graph of an ultrasound of her first child in utero, my father looked at 

that with great interest. After a few minutes, he said, “You know the 

technology that makes this ultrasound possible is really remarkable!” 

I teased, “Not to mention the baby growing inside your granddaugh-

ter!”  

 

Technology really is amazing. And it seems we will be relying on it for a 

great deal more than we usually do for a while. Most all of our contact 

for now with each other as members of St. John’s will be by way of 

electronic communication. Thankfully we have the latest gadgets and 

equipment to be able to do that. These phones and computers that 

we sometimes curse for all the communications they deliver will now 

be our primary tie with each other. 

 

But, of course, the technology is simply conveying the connection and 

affection that we already share. As I got a chill up my spine Sunday, it 

wasn’t due to technology; it was due to the great love we share for 

each other, for our church, and for the Lord Jesus Christ. We are 

forced for a period of time to be separate from one another. But we 

are one in so many ways. 

 

For those who are not computer users, we will resort to older forms of 

technology. We will make phone calls and write letters. We will visit 

individuals when possible and with extra-caution. We will stay in touch 

with each other and celebrate the community we form together even 

when we are not physically together. 

 

We are connected in so many ways, in our love for each other and in 

our love of the Lord. As we avoid crowds, are homebound, or even 

quarantined, we are one. That’s not because of technology but be-

cause of the love which God has woven into the fabric of creation. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

St. John's Cursillo Upcoming Dates:  
 
 

ULTREYA/OPEN REUNION GROUP - APRIL 26, 2020  

EYC will resume when 
normal hours return for 
St. John’s. If you have 
any questions or con-
cerns let Joleen know. 

 

Please encourage your 
teenagers to complete 
the Enneagram test 
online during this break. 
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 THIS WEEK AT  

ST. JOHN’S  
SUNDAY 
10:30 am Morning 
Prayer with Sermon 
MONDAY thru FRI-
DAY 
8:10 am  Facebook 
Live Morning Prayer 
9:00 pm Facebook 
Live Compline  

 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, 
Christopher Marshall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie 
McDowell, Shirley Price, Florence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, 
George Wakefield, Frances Condit, Johnny Smith,  Delia Cerpa, Marilyn 
Pickett, Linda Hutchinson, Sandy Marks, Palmer Smith, Katie Keller, Mary 
Nelms Parsons. 
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-
Burns, Gloria Hudgeon, Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, Phil 
Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, Karen & Angelo 
Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom 
Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase 
Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Daphne Oli-
ver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack 
Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada 
Spears Persons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon 
Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, 
William Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, 
Ernie Reddick, Vaughan Dozier, Jennifer Passineau, Raye Gregory, Richard 
Burk, Bob Capra,. Sug Keene. 
Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

 St. John’s Faithfulness 

Required Weekly 

$35,556.41 

Received Sunday 

$21,096.75 

Required to Date 

$391,120.51 

Received to Date 

$455,755.78 

Upcoming Events: 

 

April 5 Palm Sunday 

  Donkey & Palm Children’s  

  Procession (10:30 service) 
 

April 12 Easter Sunday  

  NO Sunday school 

  *9 am Mite Box Procession 

  *Easter egg hunt directly 

  Following 9 am service 
 

April 19 Children & Youth Sunday 

  10:30 am 

  *Picnic lunch and  

  inflatables following the  

  service. 
 

May 3  Confirmation Sunday 
 

June 1-4 Wilderness Escape VBS 

  **Registration forms online- 

Visit www.stjohnsmontgomery.org and click on 

VBS.  

St. John’s has cancelled 
all services and face to 
face interactions for 
the next few weeks. 
Our main priority is 

keeping everyone well. 
Please look for daily 

posts on our  
St. John’s Children’s 
Christian Formation 

Facebook page!  

Keeping Pledges  

Current 

 

During the time in 

which St. John’s is 

closed to group gather-

ings and public wor-

ship, our expenses con-

tinue. You can mail your 

offerings in using your 

pledge envelopes and 

adding a stamp. You al-

so can use Bill Pay 

through your bank or 

instruct your bank to do 

an automatic draft. 

Thank you for your con-

tinued faithfulness in 

your stewardship. 
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SAWYERVILLE DONATIONS: 

Please donate books for Sawyerville, our diocesan 
summer camp for children.  The children will take 
the books home to keep.  Donated books that are not 
for children will be taken to a used bookstore and ex-
changed for children’s books.     

Place your books under the stairs in the Education 
Building. For more information about the program 
or if you need your books picked up, contact Debo-
rah Cheatum at drcheatum@yahoo.com  or 
334.201.6091 

St. John’s will be 
providing lunch for 
Sawyerville on June 
14th. Anyone who 
would like to help 
please contact 
Joleen. 
Joleen@stjohnsmon
tgomery.org 


