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A Magical Place 

 

As I sit down to write this reflection, I have just returned from one of the happiest places I’ve been to in Mont-
gomery. By happiness, I mean there was a sense of levity and joy, almost as if the air was lighter in the building.  

 

The people gathered appeared to be a fair socioeconomic representation of Montgomery, and of various ages. 
Some folks walked with assistance and some folks walked with wide shoulders. People spoke softly and kindly 
to one another. No one seemed in a hurry and all seemed glad to be there. What was this magical place? The 
vaccination clinic at Baptist South.  

 

I’ve seen people use social media platforms to post photos of their vaccination card, and I find doing so a little 
odd. However, no one has described the temporary community of God’s people gathered to receive the vaccine. 
I think we’ve missed out not understanding the impact of brilliant science and the perseverance of health care 
workers.  

 

People wanted to be together in this building sharing the common joy of expectation that the vaccine being ad-
ministered would restore us to being able to:  

 

 Return to community 

 Reconnect with church 

 Reunite with family  

 Restore social routines 

 Rest without fear of illness 

 Resume work  

 

For a year, we have been limited not in our capacity for joy, but in our ability to express joy. We have learned 
caution and concern, compassion and sacrifice, and in many cases we have grieved our sorrows at the death of a 
friend or family member. Routines have been disrupted and lives have been altered, for many, irreversibly so. 
Frankly, the last year has been challenging, frustrating, disappointing and devastating for the vast majority of 
us.  

 

Yet, as we Christians want to remind ourselves and the world, there is hope. In the midst of Lent, we anticipate 
Easter – new and abundant life. The tomb does not stay closed. The darkness does not prevail.  I can, and may-
be this is true for you, bear the thought of hardship, inconvenience, masks, physical distancing, no singing and 
no wine for a bit longer knowing that hope will carry us to a new day.  

 

Perhaps what I appreciated about my experience today was that I could feel hope. Not to be corny, but that wait-
ing room was church, and as our names were called to receive the shot, we stood in line for the procession to a 
new way of life, not only for ourselves but for each other. After the shot, we just sat for our 15 minutes, breath-
ing again. That is joy. 

 

Peace, John+ 
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Monday Bible Study 
 

Every Monday from 12:00-1:00 there is a Zoom Bible study that is open to all parishioners. If you have any 
questions reach out to Deonna or John at deonna@stjohnsmontgomery.org or 
john@stjohnsmontgomery.org 

Palm Sunday 
  

Palm Sunday is March 28! All parishioners are encouraged to 
participate in our procession (with our live donkey)! Please 
arrive in the back parking lot by 10:10 am to line up with  the 
palms. All children birth through Kindergarten MUST have a 
parent during the procession.  

 

Email sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org with questions. 

2021 Lenten Meditation Booklets are Here 

Printed copies of this year's Lenten Meditation Booklets are here and available at church.  The 
meditations may also be found on the  St. John’s website. Additionally, a daily email with the 
meditation for the day will be sent out.  If you would like a meditation booklet sent to you, 
please call or email the church.   

Wednesday Night Lenten Speaker Series:  
The Role of a Downtown Parish 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm - Feb. 24th-Mar. 24th 
 
Join us at 6.30pm on Wednesday via Zoom for a live discussion about the themes and 
topics covered in the pre-recorded interview with our Lenten Speaker.  The March 10th 
interview is with the Rev. Scott Walters, Rector of Calvary Episcopal Church 
in Memphis, TN. We will watch the video together during the first part of class with 
the discussion following afterward.  

Welcome 

St. John’s is pleased to announce that Victoria Krupa joined the St. John's staff on March 1st, 
as the Parish Administrator.  Victoria comes to us from Hyundai where she has worked for the 
last three years. A native of Florida, she is a 2017 graduate of Huntingdon College with a Busi-
ness Administration degree.   

Lenten Offerings 
 

This Lent St. John’s is collecting money for Common Ground Montgomery 
(CGM). CGM works with children (Pre-K through senior year) in the west side 
of Montgomery. It provides developmental programs and camps and connects 
the children with resources and community mentors. By collecting donations 

throughout Lent, our children (and church family) can help with this wonderful local outreach and make 
a difference in children’s lives! Mite Boxes were mailed to the children. You may also stop by the Parish 
hall to collect a box. 
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Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Bob Bradford, Georgia Holmes, Karen Jarrell, 
Ken Mahan, Caroline Majors, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell,  Joe McGough, Marilyn Pickett,  
Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson, George Wakefield. 
 
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, Margaret Carl-
son, Joe Carter, Matthew Childress, Vaughan Dozier, Pee Wee Kohn, Diane Kuehndorf, Shelley Garrison 
Lackey, Mike Luckett, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Ernie Reddick, Debbie Steindorff.  
 
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

SUNDAY, Mar 7 
7:30am Holy Eucharist Rite One 
9:00am Children's Sunday School 
10:30am Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

12:00pm  Adult Confirmation Class 

9:00pm Facebook Live Compline 
 

MONDAY, Mar 8 

8:10am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

12:00pm  Zoom Bible Study 
9:00pm Facebook Live Compline 
 

TUESDAY, Mar 9 

8:10am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
9:00pm Facebook Live Compline 

WEDNESDAY, Mar 10 

8:10am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
5:00pm  EYC Dinner 
6:30pm  Zoom Lenten Speaker Series 
9:00pm Facebook Live Compline 
 

THURSDAY, Mar 11 

8:10am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
1:30pm  Archives committee 
9:00pm Facebook Live Compline 
 

FRIDAY, Mar 12 
9:00pm Facebook Live Compline 

THE LESSONS: Exodus 20: 1-7, John 2: 13-22, Psalm 19 
 

THE COLLECT: 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in 
our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

This Week At St. John’s 

Joy and Concern 

A reminder when at St. John's to please do the following: 
1. Wear a mask. 
2. Keep a distance of 6' between you and other parishioners. 
3. Wash hand with soap and/or use hand sanitizer. 

ECW Scholarships Available  

 

The ECW of the Diocese of Alabama offers scholarships to the youth of the diocese. 
Additionally, Women at the Well scholarships are available to those engaged in con-
tinuing education.  You may pick up a scholarship form from the church office or 
from the diocesan ECW website, www.alabamaecw.org.  All scholarship applications 
MUST be postmarked or received electronically by March 31, 2021. 


