
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 
Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table.  If you have not 
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive 
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests 
are expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger.  The nursery is 

located through doors on the front right of the church, and at the end of the hall on your right.  Also, children’s activity bags are 
available in the narthex and in the main hallway 

 

 

Prelude   

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God, who forgives all our sins. 

People His mercy endures forever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his 

Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

 

The First Lesson: Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14  

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole 

congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 

family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join 

its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number 

of people who eat of it. [Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take 

it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; 

then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall 

take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which 

they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire 

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but 

roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain 

until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.] This is how you 

shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and 

you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of 

Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 

beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The 

blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass 

over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the 

Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 



Remain seated.  The Psalm will be said responsively by whole verse. 

Psalm 116:1, 10-17 

 

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

10 How shall I repay the Lord * 

for all the good things he has done for me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  

in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *  

is the death of his servants. 

14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  

you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  

and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  

in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the Lord’s house, *  

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
 

All stand. 

 

The Gospel Reading: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 

to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to 

betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 

hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took 

off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and 

began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus 

answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter 

said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have 

no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and 

my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the 

feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was 

to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 



After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are 

right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as 

I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if 

you do them. 

“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has 

been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 

Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the 

Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 

one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal 

 

The Nicene Creed  
All stand, saying together: 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 



and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The people kneel as they are able. 

The Prayers of the People  
 

A lay intercessor begins, Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 

in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda, our bishop; and John and Deonna, our 

clergy.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 

may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray especially for Joseph our 

President; Kay, our Governor; and Steven, our Mayor.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 

in the service of others and to your honor and glory.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 

and love one another as he loves us.  We pray especially for all those serving in the armed forces, 

especially Jack Durkee, Johnathan Joyner, Ben Klein, and Curtis Buzard.  We pray for our 

companion parish of Espiritu Santo in Tela, Honduras.  We pray for all first responders and all 

healthcare personnel.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 

their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray especially for, ___________. 



 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, (especially, _______), that your will for them 

may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask.  Help us to ask only what accords 

with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us 

for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin  
The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

All stand. 

  



The Peace  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. Please keep 

appropriate social distancing. 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared. 
 

Anthem  Love One Another    Samuel Sebastian Wesley 
 

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation. Pass the time of your 

sojourning here in fear.  Love one another with a pure heart fervently.  See that ye love one another.   

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted 

high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and 

death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sung by a vocalist 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The people kneel. 



We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death. 

We proclaim his resurrection. 

We await his coming in glory. 

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with [________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 



but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

At the Fraction, the ‘Agnus Dei’ below will be sung by a vocalist.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to kneel during the stripping of the altar. 

 

The Stripping of the Altar  

 

Please stand as the clergy depart. 

 

There is no dismissal or blessing.  Please leave the church in silence. 

  



Announcements 

  

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE 

 

Good Friday, April 2nd 

12.05 pm:  Good Friday Liturgy 

  6:00 pm:  Stations of the Cross in the church 

 Easter Sunday, April 4th 

  7.00 am:  HE Rite I 

  9.00 am:  HE Rite II with Children’s Flowering of the Cross 

10.15 am:  Easter Egg Hunt 

11.00 am:  HE Rite II 

Easter Flowers 

If you would like to send a donation for flowers to decorate the church for Easter, you may do so 

by scanning the QR code with your phone.  There are also forms available at the back of the 

church and the church office.  You many donate both in honor and in memory of people. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tonight’s servers 
 

Lector:  Richard Anderson  Intercessor: Kat Dailey 

Greeters/Ushers: Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Mary-Nelms Parsons, Brice Johnston, Michelle Shaw 

Altar Guild:  Chuck Moore, Melissa Carter, Debbie Schremser 

Live Stream Videographer: Anne Tippett 

Musicians: Lauren Simpson, alto; Alexei Romanenko, cello.  

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners:   Karen  Jarrell, Ken Mahan, Caroline Majors, 

Christopher Marshall,  Eddie McDowell, Joe Mcgough, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Geoff Stough, Fred 

Tyson, George Wakefield. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Larry, Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, Joe Carter, 

Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Pee Wee Kohn, Diane Kuehndorf, Shelley Garrison Lackey, 

Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Debbie Steindorff. 

 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer. 
  



 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend John P. Leach, Rector 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Associate Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries  

Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Class of 2021:  

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

   

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 

   

Class of 2023:  

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,  

Wyatt Wells 
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