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This chapter of John’s Gospel, set before Jesus’s betrayal and arrest, is especially 

striking when considering the ominous future Christ is about to suffer. In the face of so 
much despair, Jesus, incongruously, opts to focus on love and service rather than dwelling 
on the pain He is about to endure on the cross. Jesus washes the feet of his Disciples at the 
Last Supper and tells them “So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet.” Christ’s words at the Last 
Supper is a call to love and service; not just a request, a call. 

We, as Christians, like to talk about loving and serving one another, but oftentimes 
we don’t know what that service looks like. Does it require us to undertake parish wide 
service days? Does it mean we devote our professional lives to service? To be honest, I 
can’t say for certain what this call for service looks like. Service, for me, has always been a 
difficult concept to flesh out. However, after going to college and becoming involved with 
civic engagement through the Bonner Program at Sewanee, what true service looks like has 
become a lot clearer. This isn’t to say that I have all the answers, but I certainly have a 
much better understanding about what service looks like in action. For those of you who 
have never heard of the Bonner Program, it is a work study program at Sewanee that 
focuses on civic service and engagement with local communities and non-profits on the 
Mountain and its surrounding communities. Being a part of the Bonner Program has 
completely changed my personal perception of service. Prior to Sewanee, I had always 
thought the only way to serve others and bring about social change was through massive 
service projects and efforts. However, my experiences working in local communities around 
Sewanee and the words Jesus says in this section of John have completely changed this 
notion of service. Christ does not engage in a massive service effort at the Last Supper, He 
does a small act of service for his disciples. After working in the Bonner Program, I have 
realized that the best way to serve others is through small acts of service— similar to the 
one Jesus does by washing the feet of his Disciples. 

This is not to say that big service projects do not adequately serve others, but, 
speaking from experience, listening and working for those we serve is the best way to 
adequately serve others. Service represents an opportunity to not just love one another, but 
to proclaim and expand this love into the communities we belong to. Jesus commands us to 
“love one another. Just as I have loved you.” Our call to service as 
Christians represents an opportunity to proclaim and spread this love to those around us. 
 
Stewart Miller 

 


