
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 
Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table.  If you have not 
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive 
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests 
are expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger.  The nursery is 

located through doors on the front right of the church, and at the end of the hall on your right.  Also, children’s activity bags are 
available in the narthex and in the main hallway 

 

 

Opening Voluntary    Voluntary in a minor                                John Stanley 

      

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Entrance Hymn   376 Joyful, joyful we adore thee                                                HYMN TO JOY 

  
 

 

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Alleluia!  Christ has Risen! 

People The Lord has risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sung by all. 

Opening Canticle - Gloria in excelsis  (Hymnal, S 280) 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your 

Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his 

steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

 

The First Lesson: Acts 8:26-40 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now 

there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; 

seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 

over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 

Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, 



unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the 

passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  

and like a lamb silent before its shearer,  

so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him.  

Who can describe his generation?  

For his life is taken away from the earth.” (Isa 53:7-8) 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 

scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the 

road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 

prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 

Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came 

up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 

more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 

passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 

Caesarea. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Please remain seated.  The Psalm will be said responsively by whole verse. 

Psalm 22:24-30 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 

he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 

my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 

 

 

 



At this time the children are invited to come forward and process to the children's chapel. 

 

The Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes 

every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 

bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides 

in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 

abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified 

by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal 

 

The Nicene Creed  
All stand, saying together: 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The people kneel as they are able.  The Leader and People pray responsively 

 

The Prayers of the People (Form III)    
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; We pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda, our bishop; and John and Deonna our 

clergy. 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for Joseph our President;  Kay, our Governor; and Steven, our Mayor.  We pray for all 

who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world.   

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

We pray for all those serving in the Armed Forces, especially Jonathan Joyner, Jack Durkee, Ben 

Klein, and Curtis Buzard.  We pray for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo in Tela, 

Honduras.  We pray for all first responders and all healthcare personnel. Give us grace to do your 

will in all that we undertake.   

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

We pray for, _____.  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.   

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

We pray for all who have died.  Especially, _________. Give to the departed eternal rest.   

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

 



We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

Silence 

 

The Celebrant says this concluding Collect. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with 

you." Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that 

heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

All stand. 

 

The Peace  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. Please keep 

appropriate social distancing. 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared. 
 

Voluntary    
 

All stand to sing  
 

Doxology              LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  



The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A) 

 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. But chiefly are we bound 

to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 

Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death 

he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 
 

The people kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

  



The Breaking of the Bread 
All sing the fraction anthem together 

 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

The ushers will direct people to come forward to receive communion one family unit at a time. 

After communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Please stand for the retiring procession. 
 

Hymn 379 God is love, let heaven adore him                              ABBOT’S LEIGH 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Postlude           Trumpet Tune                                                       Frederick Swann 

 



Announcements 

 

Adult Formation for the Easter Season 
Sunday mornings at 9:15am, in-person in the Parish House 

During the Easter season, the Rev. John Leach will teach a class exploring what characterizes the 

Jesus movement and the Early Church as described in the Acts of the Apostles.  We will discover 

the practices of the apostles and those that followed them professing the faith of the Risen Lord. 

What were the teachings? What were the liturgical practices such as baptism? What were the 

conflicts to be resolved?  Our conversation will also include how these stories shape our current 

practices, liturgy and understanding of the church’s role in society today. Framing our discussion 

will be the portion from the Catechism or Outline of Faith in the Book of Common Prayer which 

offers as basic description of the church as inherited in our faith tradition.  

   May 2 – Baptism 

   May 9 – Conflict  

 May 16 -  Possibilities for the Church Today 

 

Choir Rebuilding 
The choir's purpose is supporting congregational singing.  Please consider joining us as we begin 

rebuilding the choir program this year.   It will begin simply and is intended as something to 

easily grow into.   If you are interested and can help, please email Joel at 

joel@stjohnsmontgomery.org. 

 

Mark Your Calendars for VBS:  Yes, we will have Vacation Bible School at St. John’s!  

VBS is scheduled for June 7-10; more information will be available soon.  Scan the QR code to 

register: 

 
Community Partner of the Year:  Congratulations to St. John’s for being named Carver 

High School’s community partner of the year. 

 

2021 Summer Camp at Camp McDowell:  There are still openings for some Camp McDowell 

summer camps.  Specifically there are spots for: mother/daughter pair in Primary I, father/son 

pair in Primary II, boys & girls in Elementary I, Elementary II and Middler, and boys in Junior 

High II.  Go to www.campmcdowell.org to sign up today.  



Today’s Servers 
 

Acolytes: Jeb Clark, Holt Speir, Holden Habermacher 

Lector and Intercessor: J.R. Marshall, Mary Huges 

Ushers/Greeters: Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Cam Hughes, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman 

Altar Guild: Ashley Hamlett 

Videographer: Sam Collier 

 

Musicians: Lauren Simpson, alto; Robert Scott, flute; Barbara Shanks, oboe. 

 

 

Altar Flowers given in memory of: Algernon Sidney Coleman, Sr., Lucy Oliver Coleman, 

Algernon, Sidney Coleman, Jr., William Irwin Grubb, Margaret Walker Grubb, Eugenia Grubb 

Schanbacher, Frances Harris Garrett, William A. (Billy) Hughes 
 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners:  Tranum Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell, 

Florence Jordan, Ken Mahan, Caroline Majors, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, Joe 

McGough, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson, George Wakefield, Florence Young. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, Joe 

Carter, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Pee Wee Kohn, Shelley Garrison Lackey, Karen 

and Angelo Pacheco, Tim Sykes, Jaquon Smoke,  Debbie Steindorff. 

 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend John P. Leach, Rector 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Associate Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries  

Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Class of 2021:  

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

   

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 

   

Class of 2023:  

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,  

Wyatt Wells 
 

 

113 Madison Ave. 

Montgomery, AL  36104 

334-262-1937 

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org 


