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S t .  J o h n ’ s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  

T h e  E a g l e  

The St. John’s—Greek Orthodox Connection 
A couple of months ago, some members of the archives committee showed John a bound copy of The St. John’s Pa-
rishioner Volume 1: Nov 1938-April 1939 (the St. John’s parish newsletter before it was called The Eagle).  In some 
of those newsletters there are articles handwritten in Greek titled, “Greek-American News” and “A Greek-American 
Communication.”  What are those doing in there? 

 

In the 1920s and 1930s the local Greek Orthodox community worshipped at St. John’s before they built their own 
church in 1948.  It seems as if the community first worshipped above a garage space at St. John’s and then later 
moved into the St. John’s chapel before purchasing their current property after WWII.  The Church of the Annuncia-
tion Greek Orthodox Church is now only a five-minute drive away from St. John’s and is located at the corner of Mt. 
Meigs and S. Capitol Parkway.  If you go to Annunciation, you will see a plaque on the wall in a hallway next to an 
icon of the Theotokos titled, “The Mother of God Enthroned.”  (The word Theotokos is pronounced “Thay-oh-toh’-
kohs”, meaning “God-bearer” and is how the Orthodox refer to the Virgin Mary.)  The plaque notes that the icon was 
first venerated in the Chapel of St. John’s Episcopal Church in the 1920s. 

 

After mentioning this connection to my adult confirmation class, the two students asked about the possibility of at-
tending an Orthodox service and meeting their priest.  We arranged to attend a Saturday evening service on April 17 
titled “The Office of Supplication Upon the Threat of Plague” which is an evening prayer liturgy that has often been 
used during the coronavirus pandemic.  Father Paul Lundberg taught a one hour class on Orthodoxy before the ser-
vice. 

 

The confirmation students experienced some of the very unique aspects of Orthodox worship at that service.  For 
example, it is customary to stand through the whole service. Many Orthodox churches don’t have pews at all and the 
nave is an open space.  This service was also relatively short and only an hour long. (I recently attended one of their 
Holy Week services that clocked in at 2.5 hours!)  Services are entirely sung by the priest and a chanter, to include 
the Gospel reading.  Incense comes out multiple times during a service, and most of the nave and sanctuary is 
adorned by icons, not only on the walls, but on the ceilings as well.  The prevalence of icons in the sanctuary com-
municates the idea of worshipping among the communion of saints and that the church is the place where heaven 
and earth meet together. At the end of the service, members of the congregation are invited up to venerate the vari-
ous icons in the chancel area.  One venerates an icon by bowing to it or kissing it. (Though kissing is not allowed in 
light of the coronavirus at the moment.) After the service, we stayed to share a meal with their young adult group.  
The meal was entirely vegan because the Orthodox, who are still in Lent (because they are on a different liturgical 
calendar than we are) were observing a strict fast.  No meat, fish, dairy, or eggs—for the entire Lenten season.  

 

In light of what I just described above, imagine what sharing a space with the Greek Orthodox might have been like 
100 years ago? St. John’s didn’t just provide the Orthodox community a place to meet and never encounter them.  
Parishioners from St. John’s and the Orthodox community would most likely have seen each other quite often.  The 
Orthodox used the parish newsletter as part of their communications and the St. John’s facilities, e.g. kitchen parish 
and hall.  And, because the Orthodox are on a different liturgical calendar than the West, the Orthodox would still 
have been in Lent when St. John’s would have been celebrating in Easter.  (As of this writing, the Orthodox are in 
Great Week (Holy Week) and will celebrate Pascha (Easter) on May 2nd.) Imagine what that might have been like?  
Two Christian communities sharing space and resources but on two different liturgical calendars. Imagine the kind 
of sensitivity, awareness, and accommodation that both communities would have had to develop toward each other 
as they lived alongside one another during those few decades. 

 

I wanted to share this little-known part of St. John’s history with you because I think it represents a broad-minded 
disposition toward other Christian traditions and reveals a spirit of hospitality that previous generations of St. 
John’s parishioners have displayed.  I hope that this part of our history will encourage us to continue to be a place of 
broad-mindedness and hospitality as we encounter others in our midst going forward. 

 

Deonna Neal 
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Monday Noon Bible Study 
 

Every Monday from 12:00 - 1:00 pm there is a Zoom Bible Study that 
is open to all parishioners. If you have any questions reach out to  

deonna@stjohnsmontgomery.org or john@stjohnsmontgomery.org.  

Adult Formation for the Easter Season 

Classes take place Sundays beginning at 9:15 am in the Parish 
Hall. 

This week’s class will be on the topic of Baptism and will 
be led by the Rev. Dr. Deonna Neal. 

During the Easter season, we will explore what characterizes the 
Jesus movement and the Early Church as described in the Acts of 
the Apostles.  We will discover the practices of the apostles and 
those that followed them professing the faith of the Risen Lord. 
What were the teachings? What were the liturgical practices such 

as baptism? What were the conflicts to be resolved? 
 
Our conversation will also include how these stories shape our current practices, liturgy and understanding 
of the church’s role in society today. 

Community Partner of the Year Award 
 

St. John's is honored to receive the Community Partner of the Year Award 
from Montgomery Public Schools and Carver High School for the second 
year in a row! Our St. Mary and Martha Guild does a backpack program for 
the students at Carver High School. This program provides meals for 50 stu-
dents over the weekends, who are living with food insecurity.  

Vacation Bible School 2021 
 

VBS will take place at St. John's June 7-10, 8:30- 11:30 am for 
rising K4- rising 6th grade children.  

 

Please use the QR code to register 
your child and to volunteer! This 
year, we are offering an in-person and 

virtual option. Spots are limited this year due to COVID, so don’t 
miss your chance to register!  

 

Pre-registration deadline is May 24!  
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Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Tranum Fitzpatrick, Karen Jar-
rell, Florence Jordan, Ken Mahan, Caroline Majors, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, 
Joe McGough, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson, George Wakefield. 
  
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, 
Joe Carter, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Pee Wee Kohn, Shelley Garrison Lackey, 
Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Tim Sikes, Jaquon Smoke, Debbie Steindorff. 
 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

THE LESSONS: Acts: 8: 26-40, John 15: 1-8, Psalm 22: 24-30 

 

THE COLLECT: 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son 
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in 
the way that leads to eternal life; though Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

SUNDAY, May 2 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:15 am Adult Sunday School 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

5:00 pm EYC Meeting 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

MONDAY, May 3 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

12:00 pm Bible Study 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

TUESDAY, May 4 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

WEDNESDAY, May 5 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

5:00 pm EYC Dinner 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

THURSDAY, May 6 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

1:30 pm Archives Committee 

9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 

FRIDAY, May 7 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

This Week At St. John’s 

Joy and Concern 

A reminder when at St. John's to please do the following: 
1. Wear a mask. 
2. Keep a distance of 6' between you and other parishioners. 
3. Wash hand with soap and/or use hand sanitizer. 


