ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Montgomery, Alabama

THE DAY OF PENTECOST
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II
10.30 a.m. • May 23rd, 2021

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church
Welcome! We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.
In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table. If you have not
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy. Those who wish not to receive
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest. Guests
are expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is
located in the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left. Also, children’s activity bags are available in
the back of the church.

Opening Voluntary

Come, Holy Ghost, Lord Creator

Dietrich Buxtehude

Welcome and Announcements
Entrance Hymn 525 The Church’s one foundation

AURELIA

The Word of God
The people standing, the Celebrant says
People

Alleluia! Christ has Risen!
The Lord has risen indeed! Alleluia!

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sung by all.
Opening Canticle - Canticle 13, A Song of Praise (Hymnal, S 236)
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name;
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple;
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim;
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths;
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by
the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the
preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
The people sit.

The Lessons
The First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and
a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking
in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who
are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus

and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages
we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled
with new wine."
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what
was spoken through the prophet Joel:
`In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those
days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall
be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and
glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' "
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please remain seated. The Psalm will be said responsively by whole verse.

Psalm 104:25-35, 37
25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
in wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea
with its living things too many to number, *
creatures both small and great.
27 There move the ships,
and there is that Leviathan, *
which you have made for the sport of it.
28 All of them look to you *
to give them their food in due season.
29 You give it to them; they gather it; *
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
you take away their breath,
and they die and return to their dust.
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
and so you renew the face of the earth.
32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *
may the Lord rejoice in all his works.
33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
he touches the mountains and they smoke.

34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
I will praise my God while I have my being.
35 May these words of mine please him; *
I will rejoice in the Lord.
37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. *
Hallelujah!
At this time the children are invited to come forward and process to the children's chapel.
The Gospel Reading: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also
are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am
going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth:
it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to
you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong
about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me;
about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is
mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. John P. Leach
The Baptismal Covenant
All stand, saying together:
Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Celebrant

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God's help.

People
Celebrant
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God's help.

Celebrant
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.

Celebrant
People

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God's help.

Celebrant

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God's help.

People

The people kneel as they are able. The Leader and People pray responsively

The Prayers of the People (Form III)
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; We pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of
Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda, our bishop; and John and Deonna our
clergy.
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for Joseph our President; Kay, our Governor; and Steven, our Mayor. We pray for all
who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world.
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
We pray for all those serving in the Armed Forces, especially Jonathan Joyner, Jack Durkee, Ben
Klein, and Curtis Buzard. We pray for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo in Tela,
Honduras. We pray for all first responders and all healthcare personnel. Give us grace to do your
will in all that we undertake.
That our works may find favor in your sight.
We pray for, _____. Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.
That they may be delivered from their distress.
We pray for all who have died. Especially, _________. Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The Celebrant says this concluding Collect.
Almighty and Eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Celebrant continues
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The People and Celebrant say together
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

All stand.

The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion
The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared.
Voluntary
All stand to sing.
Doxology

OLD 100TH

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A)
The People stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true
promise, the Holy Spirit came down from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and
to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and
giving to your Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to
all nations. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The people kneel.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
All sing the fraction anthem together

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Anthem at communion Come Down, O Love Divine

arr. P. R Dietterich

After communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Please stand for the retiring procession.

Hymn 225 Hail, thee festival day
Dismissal
Deacon
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Postlude

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator God

SALVA FEESTA DIES

Johann Pachelbel

Today’s Servers
Acolytes: Jack Selman, Molly Selman, Jeb Clark
Lector and Intercessor: Maria Pacheco, Mary Hughes
Ushers/Greeters: Radney Ramsey, Katie Keller, Nick Prillaman, Wyatt Wells
Altar Guild: Jeanne Drummond
Flower Delivery Team: Jeanne Drummon, Bette Smith, Debbie Schremser
Videographer: Sam Collier
Musicians: Lauren Simpson, alto; David Peden, baritone; Robert Scott, flute; David Simpson,
bassoon.
Altar Flowers given in memory of: George Bibb Pickett, Jr., Beryl Robinson Pickett, George
B. Pickett III, Marie Dow Pickett, George B. Pickett, Sr., John Dow Pickett, Sr., Paul W.
Peeples, Alice Dow Dupre, Bernis Copeland, Talitha Ford Copeland, Janice Pickett McLane

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Fred Ball, Tranum Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell,
Caroline Majors, Sandy Marks, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone,
Fred Tyson, George Wakefield.
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, Joe Carter,
Peggy Kennedy Clark, David, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Pee Wee Kohn, Shelley Garrison
Lackey, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Lavada Person, Tim Sykes, Jaquon Smoke, Debbie Steindorff.
We pray for one who has died, Will von Gal. Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord, and let light perpetual
shine upon him.
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer.
Announcements
COVID Update: As our percentage of those vaccinated has increased, we have had additional
conversations with Bishop Glenda Curry; we have monitored the latest CDC and local guidelines. Based
on the best available facts and guidance, we will move to a new phase at St. John’s with the following:
May 23 - We will close the rail for communion, kneeling if able, and offer bread only while keeping a
station on the floor. The tape has been removed from the pews.
June 6 - We will offer intinction of the communion wine.
Masks - If you have been fully vaccinated, we invite you, as you are comfortable doing so, to go without a
mask. If you have not been, we encourage you to wear a mask.
Livestream - We will continue to offer the 10:30 AM liturgy on Facebook and on YouTube.
While we are making these adjustments, we also acknowledge that some feel safer viewing from home.
We understand and appreciate each person’s ability to make the best decision.
Mark Your Calendars for VBS: Yes, we will have Vacation Bible School at St. John’s! VBS is
scheduled for June 7-10. Contact Sarah Collier for more information:
262-1937/sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org
HIM Volunteers Needed: Every 8 weeks, St. John’s prepares lunch for students and staff at Hope
Inspired Ministries (HIM). Additional volunteers are needed to help with these lunches. St. John’s is one
of the few organizations that prepares a meal, versus sending fast food, so if you’d like to join us in the
sharing of a home cooked meal with folks who rarely get one, and have some time every few months, we
would love to have you! If you have questions or are interested in participating, please contact Christy
Anderson at ckdexterhaven72@yahoo.com or 334.669.0980.
Sunday May 23rd @ 7:00 PM Compline Led by Encore! at St. John's: This Sunday
evening, May 23, at 7:00 pm, the men of Encore! will lead a Compline service in the Nave at St. John's.
Encore! is a men's group made up of singers from around the Montgomery area. The music for the
service is diverse, from Chant to contemporary anthems of rest, hope and healing. Please join us for this
reverent, quiet and healing service.
St. John’s Parish Picnic June 6th: St. John's will have a Parish Picnic to kick off the summer on
Sunday, June 6 after the 10:30 service. The church will provide hot dogs and hamburgers, and ask that
parishioners bring side dishes, salads and desserts. There will also be an inflatable and a water slide for
children so make sure to bring bathing suits, towels and sunblock! Wear your picnic clothes to church!
Save the Date for these St. John’s Events: Art & Water Camp: July 26-28, St. John’s Bazaar: Nov.
17th. Look for more detailed information on all these events soon!
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