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“So, now that your son has graduated from college, 
what is he going to do?” That’s the question I’m 
fielding right now and my answer is pretty straight-
forward: “I don’t know.” After such a clear admis-
sion, it’s a little surprising how many follow up 
questions there are. “Is he going to grad school? Is 
he going to get a job? What’s he thinking about 
doing?” More chances for the same reply: “I don’t 
know.”  
 

One of the reasons I don’t know is that he and I 
haven’t had a chance to talk lately. He’s been press-
ing to finish his final semester at Sewanee and now 
he’s taking a couple of weeks to travel with some 
fellow graduates and see parts of the country he 
hasn’t seen yet. I don’t know what he’s going to do 
because we haven’t had any time to sit with each 
other and discuss it. Next week we’ll actually have 
a lot of that time as we sit on the beach with each 
other. He’s a talker so I’ll know much more then 
about what he’s got planned or not planned. 
 

Another reason I don’t know is that this is a time of 
transition for him. He doesn’t exactly know himself 
right now what he’s going to do. When we’re in 
those times, there’s a lot of not knowing. Dreams 
and interests take time to turn into goals and plans. 
Fertile times of waiting are full of questions, many 
more of those than answers. Maybe the most im-
portant times in life involve not knowing exactly 
what is going to happen next. These are the times of 
spiritual and character foundation-building. They’re 
also fairly dangerous times when people can get 
paralyzed or anxiously rush into things that end up 
being traps. Not knowing feels scary but sometimes 
we have to just hang in there with it until we do 
know. Not knowing shouldn’t develop into an ex-
cuse for not doing anything. 
 

The main reason I don’t know, however, is that it’s 
his business, not mine. He’s the one who has to 
figure things out. He has to make some decisions 
and carry them out. My job as a parent of a 22 year 
old is to not know what he is going to do and sup-
port him as he figures it out. Isn’t that the job of a 
parent at every step of the way? 
 
Over the years I’ve watched a lot of parenting mis-
takes and committed any number of them too. I’ll 
go out on a limb here and say that the worst mis-
takes parents make are ones of over-involvement. 

When we solve too many of our children’s prob-
lems, they fail to develop problem solving skills 
themselves. We don’t want them to get hurt so we 
rescue them and then they don’t know how to take 
care of themselves. It’s better for a third grader to 
deal with the consequences of not doing his home-
work than for me to do his homework for him. Let-
ting children fail is better than providing success for 
them. But that feels like we’re being negligent. 
Come to think of it, I don’t think I know any truly 
negligent parents. I sure know a lot of overly in-
volved parents though. 
  
My dad used to say (and still does) when I faced a 
decision: “You’re in the best position to make that 
decision.” When he says that, he is trying to build 
me up a little and encourage me. He’s also saying 
that he isn’t going to rescue me so I better get on 
with it. 
 

Prayerful negligence is a pretty good parenting 
style. When it comes down to it, that’s really all 
we’ve got. We can’t make anyone else’s decisions 
for them. We can support and encourage but what 
else can we really do? Doing less is more than we 
think it is. But that feels like negligence. If we’re 
prayerful, that negligence is turned into tangible 
support and breeds confidence in the lives of those 
we love. We let them take care of their lives and we 
take care of ours. Then, when our lives intersect, 
there can be some mutual sharing and learning from 
each other. We can each grow. 
 

Prayerful negligence is really all we have with all 
our situations. There are things we have to decide 
and act on, but much of life is letting others take 
care of themselves. Praying for them, and praying 
about our anxiety for them, helps in ways we can 
learn only by doing it. These are the times when 
faith gets acted out in allowing others to live their 
lives as they feel God is calling them. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

(The following was first published in 2011 and is offered again in response to requests. My son is now 29, 
married, gainfully employed, and living in Dallas. I’m still practicing prayerful negligence with him and his 
sister.) 
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THE LESSONS: 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29 
Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17  
  
THE COLLECT: 
Almighty and everlasting God, who 
hast given unto us thy servants 
grace, by the confession of a true 
faith, to acknowledge the glory of the 
eternal Trinity, and in the power of 
the Divine Majesty to worship the 
Unity: We beseech thee that thou 
wouldest keep us steadfast in this 
faith and worship, and bring us at 
last to see thee in thy one and eter-
nal glory, O Father; who with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit livest and 
reignest, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
   

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
 George Bibb Pickett, Jr. 
Beryl Robinson Pickett 
George B. Pickett III 
Marie Dow Pickett 

George B. Pickett, Sr. 
John Dow Pickett, Sr. 

Paul W. Peeples 
Alice Dow Dupre 
Bernis Copeland 

Talitha Ford Copeland 
Janice Pickett McLane 

   

 
MINISTERS SERVING THIS  

SUNDAY 
  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: A. Harris, E. Screws, V. 
Hope, S. Marks, M. L. Kelso, A. 
Screws, B. Westhauser, A. Fitzpatrick 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, K. Dailey, M.N. Parsons, D. 
Braly 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
C. Placeway 
VESTRY:  7:30 B. Young 
10:30 B. Eskridge, B. Mathews, G. 
Holmes, J. McLemore 
ALTAR GUILD: K. Funk 
PASTORAL CARE:  D. Wakefield, K. 
Coleman, T. Stough, M. Simmons, B. 
Mathews 
FLOWER DELIVERY:   
J. Drummond, V. Lee, V. Wilkerson 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

Events Around the Corner 

Young Adult Supper Club—May 24 

Taizé Service—June 3—5:00 pm 

Vacation Bible School – June 4-7 at Ascension 

Heavenly Hosts—June 12 

Spirit Lit — June 13 

Honduras Medical Mission Trip – July 21-28 

Remember Tuesdays—Morning Prayer at 8:10 am on Facebook Live 

TaizÉ Service Sunday  

June 3rd at 5:00 pm in the chancel.  

  

The Taizé (pronounced “teh-ZAY”) style of wor-
ship is very simple in form and is practiced by 
people of many Christian denominations. Each 
service incorporates readings from scripture, si-
lence, sung and spoken prayer, and singing simple, 
repetitive, and melodic songs. 

  

Taizé, in the south of Burgundy, France, is the 
home of an international, ecumenical community, founded in 1940 by Brother Roger. The 
brothers are committed for their whole life to material and spiritual sharing, to celibacy, and 
to a great simplicity of life. Today, the community is made up of over a hundred brothers, 
Catholic and Protestant, from various backgrounds, and from more than twenty-five nations. 

Thinking as a Christian about Bioethics 
Led by Deonna Neal 

Summer Adult Sunday School 
June 3rd to Aug 26th 

  
In what ways do Christian theological beliefs, e.g. about God, the human person,  creation, and suf-
fering, influence how Christians might think differently from their secular counterparts about issues 
such as artificial reproductive technologies, euthanasia, genetic screening, organ donation, and scien-
tific experimentation on humans?  Come join us for an 11-week exploration of these topics and more.  
The course will use Gilbert Meilaender’s book, Bioethics:  A Primer for Christians (3rd Edition, 
2013), which can be found in the bookstore or ordered online for $15.  Also, please email Deonna at 
deonna.d.neal@gmail.com to let her know if you are interested in the course so she knows how many 
people to plan for.  (Note: there will be no class July 21 and 29 while Deonna is on the Honduras 
Trip.) 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sunshine Huff, Karen Jarrell, Francis 
Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell,   Dottis Robinson, Joe McGough, 
Cynthia Hill. 
  
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Jennifer Pruitt, Katie Brooks, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, 
Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee Earnest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, 
Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorf, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barn-
hart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame Duan, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon 
Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

mailto:deonna.d.neal@gmail.com
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, May 27 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir will 

not meet 
  
MONDAY, May 28 
 Office Closed 
 
TUESDAY, May 28 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, May 29  
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist Last 

5:30 Service for the 
Season 

 
THURSDAY, May 30 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$24,942.82 

Required to Date 

$721,336.00 

Received to Date 

$681,877.08 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$166,048 

A book series for women.    

For more information contact Candice@stjohnsmontgomery.org. 

Wednesday, June 13 
Beulah by Kee Sloan 

 At the home of Virginia Bannister 
1330 Primrose Lane 

  

Wednesday, July 18 
Born A Crime by Trevor Noah 

 At the home of Anne Hamner 
7518 Wynford Circle 

  

Wednesday, August 15 
Priestdaddy by Patricia Lockwood 

At the home of Sandra Patrick 
2448 Rosemont Place 

  

5 pm Sips and Snacks  
(bring something yummy to share; beverages will be provided) 

5:30 pm Book discussion 
  

These books are available for purchase in the St. John’s bookstore. 

Diocesan Homecoming at Camp McDowell  
(June 8-10, 2018)  

  

Diocesan Homecoming is a family friendly, camp-style weekend retreat in Bethany Village for all 
ages. Join your Diocesan family for traditional camp activities and fellowship in the beauty of "God's 
Backyard"! Enjoy...swimming, Tillers beach, hiking, canoeing, a Pasture Party, hayride, worship, 
camp fires, farm chores and more! 
  

Registration includes lodging, all meals, activities, hospitality and snacks 
Children 5 and under are FREE to this event! 
Single $275 
Couple $350 
Family (2 adults & 2 kids age 6-14) $480 
Additional Child $50 
  

Stay in a Bethany dorm-style cabin for $90 per person (6 and over) 
(common room with 10 beds and a common bathroom. Air conditioned, bring your own  linens)  
  

Register at www.campmcdowell.com  
Or contact Georganne Perrine 205-358-9230 or gperrine@dioala.org with questions 

Help AIM 
(Aid to Inmate Mothers) 

  
Donate toiletries,  
New underwear, 

and gently used purses 
  

NOW thru May 31 
  

Most needed items include feminine hygiene products,  
toothpaste and toothbrushes 
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Register ONLINE by May 21! 

God is all around 

us...Awaken your  

Senses! 
  

Montgomery  Convocation of 

Episcopal Churches VBS 

  

June 4-7, 2018 

Please register and volunteer ONLINE. 

  

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org 

**Look for form/icon at the bottom of the page. 

Mark your Calendars for  
Children’s Art Camp 

  

Children in rising K-6th grades 
are invited to  

participate in "Art Camp."  

July 30-August 1  
9 am-noon 

  
All crafts will be for sale at St. 

John's annual Bazaar.  
 Please email  

sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org  

for more information.  
The deadline for registration is 

July 10. 
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