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“The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-

minded for the sake of your prayers. Above all, keep loving one another ear-

nestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.” (1 Peter 4.7,8). 

 

Maybe you’re like me and cringe whenever you hear someone mention the 

end of the world or read about it in scripture. People have been talking about 

the end of the world since the time of Jesus and earlier. Every year some nut 

will predict the exact date the world will end; and every year we pass the date 

without the prediction coming true. We know the end will come but those who 

are so fascinated with how it will happen and when it will occur seem only 

frantic and self-serving. It’s like they’re trying to stir the world into some sort 

of panic so that people will join up with their little club. 

 

Last week the verses in 1 Peter spoke to me in a different way. For some rea-

son I heard them apply, not to the end of the world, but to the end of struggle. 

As I look back I can see that all the things, little and large, that I have strug-

gled with have been temporary. The things I have wished I didn’t have to deal 

with were somehow resolved and I was able to move on. Instead of reading 

the end of all things as words of panic, I heard them as words of peace. That 

which presents a struggle for me in this very hour will end. Pain is temporary. I 

will learn from my struggle. God will bring about resolution. Things may not 

turn out just as I want them to but goodness will emerge. Not only will I sur-

vive this struggle, I will be made the better for it. The end of all things is at 

hand. Yes, thankfully that is true. All that threatens me will lose its power over 

me. 

 

When I am in the midst of struggle, fear and anxiety are usually my first reac-

tion. Some might say that if I had more faith that wouldn’t happen but I hon-

estly think fear and anxiety are the path to faith. The fear and anxiety take me 

out to the edges of  faith where I can see that I am involved with something I 

cannot solve myself. Then, with that reminder, I can return to the center of 

faith where I ask for God’s help and receive it. If I never feared anything, I re-

ally wouldn’t know faith. Fear deepens our faith and plays an important role in 

our spiritual growth. Daily I am afraid of something and daily those fears ease 

away. Each little fear, every little struggle, takes me closer to the warm center 

of God’s love. 

 

When I have that sort of perspective, I am so much more compassionate and 

patient with others. When I am stuck in the fear and anxiety, my thoughts to-
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THE LESSONS: 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 Peter 2:19-25 

John 10:1-10 

Psalm 23 

 

THE COLLECT: 

O God, whose Son Je-
sus is the good shep-
herd of your people: 
Grant that when we 
hear his voice we may 
know him who calls us 
each by name, and 
follow where he leads; 
who, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, lives and 
reigns, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

ward others are harsh. They represent the struggle inside me and I react 

against that, as if thinking that if they were different I would feel better. 

But when I am more confidently grounded in the perspective that my 

struggles are being worked out in goodness, other people don’t threaten 

me so much. It’s okay if they’re not where I think they should be. I can 

be self-controlled, sober-minded, and loving toward them because I’m 

being more that way in my prayers. Love, in that way, indeed covers a 

multitude of sins, my own and those of others. 

 

What if you really knew that whatever struggle you are dealing with right 

now is going to be resolved in such a way that you, and the whole world, 

will be the better for it? You might just be more grateful, more trusting, 

less anxious and fearful, more generous. 

 

And perhaps that is what Peter is saying about the end of all things. All 

things are temporary, even the planet we live on and the culture we live 

in. I don’t want to lose the things I love. But I will. And even that will be 

for my own good and for the good of all creation. Learning to live each 

day as if it is our last is a lofty goal. But, as I learn the temporary and vi-

tal nature of struggle, deeper wisdom is formed, and I come closer to 

knowing that even death yields to new life. I don’t need to cling. I can 

live and love. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

Staying Spiritually Grounded During COVID-19 

Wednesday Evenings 6.30pm   

April 22 through June 24  

Via Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube 

This 10-week course will be team taught by the St. John’s Clergy. The goal 
of the course is to introduce participants to a variety of Christian spiritu-

al practices so that they might incorporate them into a Rule of Life. 

May 6 The Daily Office Part 1: Overview 

May 13 The Daily Office Part 2: How to use the Book of Common Prayer 

May 20 Spiritual Practices 1: Contemplative Prayer 

May 27 Spiritual Practices 2: Sacred Reading 

June 3 Spiritual Practices 3: Using Prayer Beads 

June 10 Spiritual Practices 4: Praying with Images and Icons 

June 17 Personality Types and Spiritual Practices: MBTI and Enneagram 

Jun 24 Creating a Rule of Life (and sticking with it!) 

If you would like to join the class on Zoom at 6.30pm on Wednesdays, 
please email Deonna at deonna@stjohnsmontgomery.org and she’ll send 

you a Zoom invite. 

If you cannot attend the class at 6.30pm, the recordings will be offered 

for future viewing on the St. John’s sites 

 

Make sure 

your  

teenagers are 

checking the 

EYC Group Me! 

We are having 

zoom meetings 

to stay in 

touch in this 

difficult 

time.  
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 THIS WEEK AT  

ST. JOHN’S  

SUNDAY 

10:30 am Morning 
Prayer with Sermon 

MONDAY thru  

FRIDAY 

8:10 am  Facebook 
Live Morning Prayer 

9:00 pm Facebook 
Live Compline  

 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

 St. John’s Faithfulness 

Required Weekly 

$35,556.41 

Received Sunday 

$22,798.93 

Required to Date 

$604,458.97 

Received to Date 

$618,546.24 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Christopher Mar-
shall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Shirley 
Price, Florence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George Wakefield, 
Frances Condit, Johnny Smith,  Delia Cerpa, Marilyn Pickett, Linda 
Hutchinson, Alice Tyson.  
We pray for two who have died: Ruth Jones; Tim Davis (brother-in-law) of  
Rosa Davis; and Glenn Price. “Rest eternal, grant to them, O Lord; and let 

light perpetual shine upon them.”  

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-
Burns, Gloria Hudgeon, Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, Phil 
Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra 
Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, 
Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Per-
kins, Debbie Steindorff, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn 
Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, 
Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Per-
sons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, 
Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, Wil-
liam Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie 
Reddick, Vaughan Dozier, Jennifer Passineau, Raye Gregory, Richard Burk, 
Bob Capra, Gillian Flory, Eleanor Jones, Cabbot Stough. 
Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

Keeping Pledges  

Current 

 

During the time in 

which St. John’s is 

closed to group gather-

ings and public wor-

ship, our expenses con-

tinue. You can mail your 

offerings in using your 

pledge envelopes and 

adding a stamp. You al-

so can use Bill Pay 

through your bank or 

instruct your bank to do 

an automatic draft. 

Thank you for your con-

tinued faithfulness in 

your stewardship. 

St. John’s Websites  

Services Available on Facebook Live and YouTube  

(Recordings on www.stjohnsmontgomery.org) 

FB page: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsmontgomery/  

Youtube page: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS2K0pViHs7eS7-
lhghifHQ  

Recordings of  those Sunday services will be posted on our website.  

Please contact Robert with any pastoral needs or concerns: 334-312-0347 or 
robert@stjohnsmontgomery.org.  

Monday Noon Bible Study via Zoom 

The Monday 12pm Bible study will be offered via the streaming service 

Zoom. It is a free service and easy to use. 

An email will be sent out each week to all that would like to join, with a 

link to the Zoom meeting. 

Here's a quick tutorial on how to join a Zoom meeting 

If you would like to participate in the Bible Study, please let Robert 

know, and he will add you to the weekly email. His email address 

is robert@stjohnsmontgomery.org 
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Streaming Services 

St. John's will offer Morning Prayer Monday-Friday at 8:10am and 
Compline Monday-Friday at 9:00pm. All of  these services will be 

offering on the St. John's Facebook page via Facebook Live 

Sunday Morning Prayer & Evening Compline 

Morning Prayer performed in the chancel with a sermon will be 
offered by both Facebook Live and YouTube, every Sunday at 

10:30am. 

Compline will be offered at 9pm on Facebook Live 

If  you would like to watch any of  the services via Facebook, if  
easier to access if  you have a Facebook account. 

The Sunday morning service of  Morning Prayer is also live 
streamed via YouTube. You do NOT have to create a YouTube ac-

count to view the service. 

The link to the St. John's Facebook page is: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsmontgomery/ 

The link to the St. John's YouTube page is: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS2K0pViHs7eS7-
lhghifHQ 


