
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 

Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s 

Table.  If you have not been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact 

one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their 

arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests are expected and welcome! For 

your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is located in 

the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left.  Also, children’s activity bags are 

available in the back of the church. 
  

 

Opening Voluntary    All Glory Be to God on High                    Johann Sebastian Bach 

    
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Entrance Hymn   362 Holy! Holy! Holy!                                          NICAEA 

  

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sung by all. 

Opening Canticle - Canticle 13, A Song of Praise (Hymnal, S 236) 

 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 

you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; 

in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the confession 

of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your 

divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring 

us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

 

The First Lesson: Romans 8:12-17 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- 

for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 

deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of 

God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 

a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 



Please remain seated.  The Psalm will be said responsively by whole verse. 

Psalm 29 

 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders; * 

the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 

and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the Lord * 

all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 

the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 

the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

During the singing of the sequence hymn, the children are invited to come forward and 

process to the children's chapel. 

 

Sequence Hymn  387 We sing of God                         MAGDALEN COLLEGE 

 

The Gospel Reading: John 3:1-17 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night 

and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no 

one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, 

“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 

second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, 

no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born 

of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said 



to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 

sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 

Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 

things? 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 

do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 

how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven 

except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up 

the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through him. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal 

 
The Baptismal Covenant  

All stand, saying together: 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The people kneel as they are able.  The Leader and People pray responsively 

The Prayers of the People (Form III)    
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; We pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda, our bishop; and John and Deonna our 

clergy. 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for Joseph our President;  Kay, our Governor; and Steven, our Mayor.  We pray for all 

who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world.   

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

We pray for all those serving in the Armed Forces, especially Jonathan Joyner, Jack Durkee, Ben 

Klein, and Curtis Buzard.  We pray for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo in Tela, 

Honduras.  We pray for all first responders and all healthcare personnel. Give us grace to do your 

will in all that we undertake.   

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

We pray for, _____.  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.   

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

We pray for all who have died.  Especially, _________. Give to the departed eternal rest.   

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 



 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

Silence 

 

The Celebrant says this concluding Collect. 

Almighty and Eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 

of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

The People and Celebrant say together 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

All stand. 

 

The Peace  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Holy Communion 

 

The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared. 

  

Voluntary         

 

All stand to sing. 

Doxology                              OLD 100TH  
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.   



The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A) 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For with your co-eternal 

Son and Holy Spirit, you are one God, one Lord in Trinity of Persons and in Unity of Being: and 

we celebrate the one and equal glory of you, O Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 
 

The people kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 



He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

  



The Breaking of the Bread 
All sing the fraction anthem together 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

After communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Please stand for the retiring procession. 
 

Hymn 367 Round the Lord in Glory seated                                                         RUSTINGTON 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   Post Communio          Anonymous, 17th Century Italy 

  



Today’s Servers 

 

Acolytes: William Lawlor, James Marshall, Robert Marshall 

Lector and Intercessor: Reg McLane, Keith Miller 

Ushers/Greeters: Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Cam Hughes, Cissy Johnson, Mary-Nelms Parsons 

Altar Guild: Michelle Shaw 

Flower Delivery Team: Emmi Harrell, Tracey Campbell, Debby Wakefield 

Videographer: Anne Tippett 

Musicians: Lauren Simpson, alto;  Robert Scott, flute;  David Simpson, bassoon. 

 

Altar Flowers given in memory of: Elise L. Heilpern, Florence & Walter Lobman, and Andy 

Taccetta 

 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners:  Fred Ball, Tranum Fitzpatrick, Karen 

Jarrell, Caroline Majors, Sandy Marks, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, 

Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson, George Wakefield. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, Joe 

Carter, Peggy Kennedy Clark, David, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Patty Kimbel, Pee 

Wee Kohn, Shelley Garrison Lackey, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Lavada Person, Tim Sykes, 

Jaquon Smoke,  Debbie Steindorff. 

 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer. 
  



 

Announcements 

New Service Guidelines 

 Now at St. John's: 

● If you have been fully vaccinated, we invite you, as you are comfortable doing so, to go 

without a mask. If you have not been vaccinated, we encourage you to wear a mask.   

● We will continue to offer the 10:30 AM liturgy livestream on Facebook and on YouTube. 

● The blue tape limiting seating has been removed, however please be considerate of others who 

wish to practice physical distancing. 

● We will begin to add another hymn. 

Beginning on June 6: 

● We will offer intinction.  

● We will begin passing the plate for the offering. 

● We will begin the Gospel procession. 

St. John’s Parish Picnic June 6th (Next Sunday!):  St. John's will have a Parish Picnic to kick off the 

summer on Sunday, June 6 after the 10:30 service. The church will provide hot dogs and hamburgers, and 

ask that parishioners bring side dishes, salads and desserts. There will also be an inflatable and a water 

slide for children so make sure to bring bathing suits, towels and sunblock!  Wear your picnic clothes to 

church 
 

Vacation Bible School:  Only 10 spots left for VBS!  VBS is scheduled for June 7-10.  Contact Sarah 

Collier for more information at 334-262-1937 or sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org. 
 

Water and Arts Camp:  Our children’s Water and Art Camp will take place July 26-July 28 from 9:00-

11:30 am! We will create fun crafts, and we will participate in outdoor water fun (weather permitting). 

All crafts will be for sale during our Annual Bazaar!  Children in Rising Pre-K4 through Rising 6th grade 

are invited to participate! Please use the QR code below to sign up! 

 
 

EYC Lock-In: St. John’s will have an  EYC Lock In beginning at 6:30 pm June 25 through 9:00 am June 

26th! Save the date and look for more details coming soon! 
 

Bazaar Treasure Attic News:  We will begin to accept items for the treasure attic beginning in June.  

Please bring your items to the church office and place them in the stairwell.  The Treasure Attic 

committee will review the items donated and decide what to keep for the sale. See below the list of items 

we will and will NOT accept for the Treasure Attic: 

● WILL ACCEPT: silver and silverplate – polished preferred; china; tableware, such as glasses 

sets, dishes, serving platters and bowls; decorative, items like pretty vases, figurines, lamps 

with shades; small boxes; table linens and placemats; framed prints and paintings; vintage 

holiday decorations and nice costume jewelry. 

● WILL NOT ACCEPT: books, furniture, electronics of any type; clothes including scarves and 

purses; old kitchen appliances; personal items; bed linens and window coverings; empty 

frames; old children’s toys. 

PLEASE NOTE: anything deemed not sellable will be discarded. 



 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend John P. Leach, Rector 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Associate Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries  

Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Class of 2021:  

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

   

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 

   

Class of 2023:  

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,  

Wyatt Wells 
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