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Last week I had the privilege of attending the dedi-
cation of the National Memorial for Peace and Jus-
tice here in Montgomery. Thousands of people from 
all over the country and world were in town for the 
opening and three days of special activities. The 
dedication ceremony was celebratory yet solemn, 
less public and without the attention of the press, a 
quieter and holy time. There were clergy and reli-
gious leaders present from various denominations 
and faiths. Prayers were offered that the memorial 
to over 4000 lynching victims might be a place of 
healing for our country as we continue to struggle 
with racial inequality. I walked away humbled 
again by the atrocities committed against human 
beings but much more hopeful than I anticipated. 
 
Some have said that this memorial is a step back-
wards, that it will re-open old wounds and give rise 
to more anger between the races. “We’ve made so 
much progress,” some say. “Let’s concentrate on 
the positive and move on.” Others say that the me-
morial and the admission of such violence is crucial 
for society to be able to move on. Some want to 
minimize the talk about wrongs committed in the 
past. Some want more public acknowledgement of 
those wrongs. Both want things to improve. 
 
Part of what I learned or revisited last week had to 
do with institutional racism. We tend to think of 
racists as individuals who are hateful toward mem-
bers of another race. We also tend to think that we 
are not racist as long as we are kind to people of 
different races. We have difficulty accepting the 
importance of conversations about events that hap-
pened before we were born or by people other than 
us. We have difficulty seeing how our laws and 
policies protect some and hurt others. 
 
Those who were lynched were not simply killed by 
a few bad folks here and there. Lynchings were 
carried out by mobs. And the actions of those mobs 
were ignored, covered up, and condoned by the 
entire country. There were certainly many voices 
which spoke out against the killings but society as a 
whole, in the north and south, allowed an obvious 
evil to go on. In 1922 legislation was passed by the 
House of Representatives to make lynchings illegal. 
Taking the life of another human being without due 
process of law is always illegal, of course. But that 
legislation did not pass the United States Senate. 
Institutional racism would include those who did 
the lynching, those who watched it, those who did 
not vote against it, those who elected such officials, 

and those who cared not enough even to vote or 
speak out. Institutional racism includes both know-
ing and unwitting participation. 
 
Much of institutional racism happens through igno-
rance and denial. The school system in our city, and 
throughout much of our country for instance, is 
institutionally racist. Private schools in our town 
popped up as an immediate reaction to federal de-
segregation laws. Not all of us were around when 
that happened. Now, 60 years later, we all decry the 
state of our public schools. But society has virtually 
given up on the school system. Had all the attention 
given to private schools over the past 60 years been 
paid to public schools, had people with means kept 
their children in public schools and worked as hard 
for their success as we have for the success of our 
private schools, things would be a lot different. In-
stitutional racism is behavior that, innocently or 
purposely, focuses on what is good for certain 
members of society without realizing its effect on 
others. “The system works for me, so it should 
work for you,” we think. I had nothing to do with 
the exodus from the public school system 60 years 
ago but have participated in an unequal system for 
more than 20 years and, so, have fostered institu-
tional racism. 
 
Repentance is a vital Christian action. We repent of 
our past sins, to be forgiven and to move on, yes. 
But we also repent of our sins so as to commit to 
new behavior. Mary Ward has told me a time or 
two: “I don’t really want you to be sorry; I want 
some new behavior.” The Memorial for Peace and 
Justice, which is a public admission of more than 
4000 lives taken illegally and immorally, can either 
be a step backward or forward. If we look at it as 
something in the past that we had nothing to do 
with, it will serve no purpose other than to increase 
divisions. If we look at it and are inspired to say 
“Never again”, if we acknowledge and fight against 
racial injustices which continue in our day, then it 
will be a beaming light set on a hill. 
 
For me, the Memorial feels right and good. It feels 
like an important action to help teach me about 
things I have chosen not to know much about. It 
leads me to wonder about things going on today 
which continue to make life unfair for some in soci-
ety who matter as much as anyone else. It leads me 
to ask myself what things I am ignoring or using to 
my own benefit. I want our society to be a place 
that is good for all people. But usually I just hope it 
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THE LESSONS: 
Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17  
 
THE HYMNS: 
200 Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 
516 Come down, O love divine 
436 Lift up your heads, ye mighty 
gates  
 
THE COLLECT: 
O God, who hast prepared for those 
who love thee such good things as 
pass man’s understanding: Pour into 
our hearts such love toward thee, 
that we, loving thee in all things and 
above all things, may obtain thy 
promises, which exceed all that we 
can desire; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
   

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
  Algernon Sidney Coleman, Sr. 

Lucy Oliver Colman 
Algernon Sidney Coleman, Jr. 

William Irwin Grubb 
Margaret Walker Grubb 
Frances Harris Garrett 

 Eugenia Grubb Schanbacher  
  
 

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: B. Simmons, E. F. Mar-
shall, M. V. Huffaker, E. Screws, M. L. 
Kelso, A. Screws, A. Lee, A.L. Lee 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, M. N. Parsons, N. Prillamon, 
B. del Carmen 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
 B. Beale, R. McCrory 
VESTRY:  7:30 A. Huffaker 
10:30 J. Marshall, D. Perry, J. 
Smyth, R. Bradford 
ALTAR GUILD: J. McDowell, E. 
Stroh, A. King 
PASTORAL CARE:  D. Wakefield, K. 
Coleman, T. Stough, M. Simmons, B. 
Mathews 
FLOWER DELIVERY:  J. Lynn, M. L. 
Owens, G. Mathews 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Billy Hughes, Sunshine Huff, Karen 
Jarrell, Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell,   Dottis Robinson, 
Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill. 
 
We give thanks for the birth of a daughter, Louise Martin Crum to Laura Tyson and William Crum, 
granddaughter of Martha and Tommy Tyson, great granddaughter to Alice Tyson. 
 
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Jennifer Pruitt, Katie Brooks, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, 
Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee Earnest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, 
Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorf, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barn-
hart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame Duan, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon 
Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

A book series for women.    

For more information contact Candice@stjohnsmontgomery.org. 

Wednesday, June 13 
Beulah by Kee Sloan 

  

At the home of Virginia Bannister 
1330 Primrose Lane 

  

Wednesday, July 18 
Born A Crime by Trevor Noah 

  

At the home of Anne Hamner 
7518 Wynford Circle 

  

Wednesday, August 15 
Priestdaddy by Patricia Lockwood 

  

Contact Candice if you can host 
  

5 pm Sips and Snacks  
(bring something yummy to share; beverages will be provided) 

5:30 pm Book discussion 
  

These books are available for purchase in the St. John’s bookstore. 

will be that way without really giving much of myself to actually change things. Until I change my 
behavior, I will continue to foster institutional racism. It’s just not enough for me to be nice to people 
of different races. I need to help change the system which continues to oppress its citizens. Knowing 
how to do that is very complicated. But seeing the wrongs of the system is a necessary start.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, May 6 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist & 
 Confirmation  
5:00 pm Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Junior EYC 
6:00 pm  EYC Eats 
6:30 pm Senior EYC 
  
MONDAY, May 7 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
 
TUESDAY, May 8 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, May 9 
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, May 10 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$29,561.87 

Required to Date 

$613,135.60 

Received to Date 

$590,755.04 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$173,413 

MAY HEAVENLY HOSTS 

Tuesday, May 8, 6:30 pm 
In the home of  

Lee & Rod Frazer 
663 Cloverdale Road 

  

Beverages will be provided, please bring  a dish or dessert to share. 

Family Promise Week 

Our Family Promise week will be May 13 through 19.  The signup sheet is on the bulletin board just 
outside the Parish House. Overnight hosts and dinner volunteers are needed, also needed are volun-
teers to help with set up and making up beds. We’re expecting a large group and could use extra help.  
Our team is Katharine Harris (katharineharris@knology.net or 334-315-1230), or Libby Fitzpatrick 
(libfitz1@gmail.com).  If you have questions, feel free to contact one of the team. Please consider 
volunteering for this very rewarding ministry.  

Yes, it is that time again to count pills for the Honduras mission.  We have enjoyed excellent partici-
pation from our parishioners with this project and are again requesting your assistance as you join in 
making the mission a success. We have about 100,000 different pills and capsules to count—a num-
ber that may seem insurmountable, but usually can be done in 2 or 3 sessions. Please join us in the 
youth area after church on May 6th, May 20th, and June 3rd.  You may come for one or all.  Light 
snacks will be provided (May 6th is the reception day with the Bishop visit, so we will meet after 
that.).  Generally we run until about 3 o’clock.  We look forward to seeing you. The mission would 
not be possible without the participation of our parish volunteers.  

Pill Counting for Honduras 

Bishop’s Visit 
For Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation 

  

Sunday, May 6 

10:30 am service 

 The Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan presiding 

Reception to follow 

Centering Prayer Retreat 

We will have a Centering Prayer Retreat at Charles and Catherine McLemore's on Saturday, May 
12th from 10am - 2pm. Lunch will be provided. Please email Jamie 
at jamie@stjohnsmontgomery.org by May 7th to register and receive more information. 

Second Sunday Lunch moved to May 20th 
We typically meet for lunch after church on the second Sunday of the month, but the second Sunday 
of May is mother's day. So we will meet for lunch after the 10:30 service on May 20th and walk over 
to Sa Za. They open at noon.  
 

Supper Club Thursday May 24th 
Scott and Mary Martin have graciously agreed to host the Supper Club in their home. We will do a 
belated Cinco de Mayo theme. Please reply all with what you plan to bring. Per usual, we will meet 
from 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm on Thursday, May 24th. Drinks will be provided. Scott and Mary Martin 
live at 1302 Augusta Avenue Montgomery, AL 36111.  
 

Tickets to Kentucky Derby Benefit 
This may seem a bit off the beaten path, but I have four tickets to the Kentucky Derby Benefit at the 
Montgomery Country Club for this Saturday, May 5th. They were donated to me and I was asked to 
let the young adults know. If you are interested, please email me directly.      

 jamie@stjohnsmontgomery.org 

YOUNG ADULT NEWS 
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Help AIM 
(Aid to Inmate Mothers) 

 
Donate toiletries,  
New underwear, 

and gently used purses 
 

NOW thru May 31 
 

Most needed items include feminine  
hygiene products,  

toothpaste and toothbrushes 
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