
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 
Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table.  If you have not 
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive 
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests 
are expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger.  The nursery is 

located through doors on the front right of the church, and at the end of the hall on your right.  Also, children’s activity bags are 
available in the narthex and in the main hallway. 

 

 

Opening Voluntary    What God Does, That Is Rightly Done                  Johann Ludwig Krebs 

    
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Entrance Hymn   200 Come, ye faithful, raise the strain                             GAUDEAMUS PARITER 

  

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Alleluia!  Christ has Risen! 

People The Lord has risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sung by all. 

Opening Canticle - Gloria in excelsis  (Hymnal, S 280) 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 

and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

 

The First Lesson: Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues 

and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 

people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 



Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Please remain seated.  The Psalm will be said responsively by whole verse. 

Psalm 98 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The Lord has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

and the peoples with equity. 

 
At this time the children are invited to come forward and process to the children's chapel. 

 

The Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 

love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 

may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 



you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. 

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love 

one another.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon:  The Rev. John P. Leach 

 

The Nicene Creed  
All stand, saying together: 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



The people kneel as they are able.  The Leader and People pray responsively. 

The Prayers of the People (Form III)    
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; We pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda, our bishop; and John and Deonna our 

clergy. 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for Joseph our President;  Kay, our Governor; and Steven, our Mayor.  We pray for all 

who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world.   

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

We pray for all those serving in the Armed Forces, especially Jonathan Joyner, Jack Durkee, Ben 

Klein, and Curtis Buzard.  We pray for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo in Tela, 

Honduras.  We pray for all first responders and all healthcare personnel. Give us grace to do your 

will in all that we undertake.   

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

We pray for, _____.  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.   

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

We pray for all who have died.  Especially, _________. Give to the departed eternal rest.   

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

Silence 

 

The Celebrant says this concluding Collect. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with 

you." Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that 

heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 



The People and Celebrant say together: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

The Celebrant stands and says: 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

All stand. 

 

The Peace  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 

The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared. 

  

Voluntary 

 

All stand to sing. 

Doxology              LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A) 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. But chiefly are we bound 

to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 

Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death 

he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
The people kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  



We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
All sing the fraction anthem together. 

 
  



The Celebrant says: 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

The ushers will direct people to come forward to receive communion one family unit at a time. 

After communion, the Celebrant says: 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able: 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Please stand for the retiring procession. 
 

Hymn 436  Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates                                              TRURO 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go in peace rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Postlude   Now Praise the Lord, My Soul                                        Dietrich Buxtehude 

  



Announcements 

Adult Formation for the Easter Season 
Sunday mornings at 9:15am, in-person in the Parish House 

During the Easter season, the Rev. John Leach will teach a class exploring what characterizes the Jesus 

movement and the Early Church as described in the Acts of the Apostles.  We will discover the practices 

of the apostles and those that followed them professing the faith of the Risen Lord. What were the 

teachings? What were the liturgical practices such as baptism? What were the conflicts to be resolved?  

Our conversation will also include how these stories shape our current practices, liturgy and 

understanding of the church’s role in society today. Framing our discussion will be the portion from the 

Catechism or Outline of Faith in the Book of Common Prayer which offers as basic description of the 

church as inherited in our faith tradition.  

     May 9 – Conflict  

     May 16 - Possibilities for the Church Today 

Choir Rebuilding 
The choir's purpose is supporting congregational singing.  Please consider joining us as we begin 

rebuilding the choir program this year.   It will begin simply and is intended as something to easily grow 

into.   If you are interested and can help, please email Joel at joel@stjohnsmontgomery.org. 

 

Mark Your Calendars for VBS:  Yes, we will have Vacation Bible School at St. John’s!  VBS is 

scheduled for June 7-10; more information will be available soon.  Scan the QR code to register: 

 
HIM Volunteers Needed: Every 8 weeks, St. John’s prepares lunch for students and staff at Hope 

Inspired Ministries (HIM).  Additional volunteers are needed to help with these lunches.  St. John’s is one 

of the few organizations that prepares a meal, versus sending fast food, so if you would like to join us in 

the sharing of a home cooked meal with folks who rarely get one, and have some time every few months, 

we would love to have you!  If you have questions or are interested in participating, please contact 

Christy Anderson at ckdexterhaven72@yahoo.com or 334.669.0980. 

 

MACOA Meals on Wheels: This summer, St. John's will partner with the Montgomery Area 

Council on Aging (MACOA), for a weekly "Meals on Wheels" delivery route- Wednesday, June 2 

through Wednesday, August 4. This will ONLY take place on Wednesdays, and we only need one 

volunteer or family per Wednesday. All volunteers MUST pick up the meals from MACOA between 

10:00 am and 11:00 am on the day of delivery. It takes about one hour to deliver all 10-14 meals. Please 

contact Sarah Collier if you would like to volunteer.  sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org/334-262-1937. 

 

Save the Date:  The St. John’s Bazaar is coming back!  The Bazaar will be held on Nov. 17th, from 

10am-2pm, with lunch from 11am-1pm.  Look for more detailed information soon! 

 

 

 



Today’s Servers 
 

Acolytes: Stewart Miller, Maggie Kinney, Anne Elaine Clark 

Lector and Intercessor: Mary-Nelms Parsons, Dudley Perry, Jr. 

Ushers/Greeters: Radney Ramsey, Kathleen Bradford, Katie Keller, Ellen Habermacher 

Altar Guild: Josie Eskridge 

Videographer: Anne Tippett 

 

Musicians: Lauren Simpson, alto; Robert Scott, flute; Alexei Romanenko, cello. 

 

 

Altar Flowers given in memory of: Trudie Guthrie Patillo, Edward E. Patillo, Dodgie and John 

Shaffer 

 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners:  Mary Ann Durr, Tranum Fitzpatrick, 

Karen Jarrell, Florence Jordan, Caroline Majors, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, Joe 

McGough, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson, George Wakefield, Florence Young. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, Joe 

Carter, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Pee Wee Kohn, Shelley Garrison Lackey, Karen 

and Angelo Pacheco, Tim Sykes, Jaquon Smoke, Debbie Steindorff. 

 

 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend John P. Leach, Rector 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Associate Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries  

Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Class of 2021:  

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

   

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 

   

Class of 2023:  

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,  

Wyatt Wells 
 

 

113 Madison Ave. 

Montgomery, AL  36104 

334-262-1937 

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org 


