
Monday, April 4th  
John 8: 1-11 

 
The eighth chapter of John opens with Jesus coming down from the Mount of Olives 

to teach in the temple.  Jesus is popular with the common people and the narrator 
emphasizes that “all the people come unto him.”  This must have made the scribes and the 
Pharisees hate Jesus even more.  So, they bring him a woman whom they have caught in 
the act of adultery and demand that Jesus decide what should be done with her.  Mosaic 
Law required that she be stoned.  Hoping to catch Jesus off guard, they respectfully call him 
“teacher” acknowledging him as an authority.  Of course, this is part of their premeditated 
scheme to catch Jesus in a trap.  
  The scribes and Pharisees have heard and witnessed Jesus dealing mercifully with 
the sinners and they are counting on Jesus doing it again in a public forum.  If Jesus turns 
the woman loose, he contradicts the law of Moses, and they can discredit him or possibly 
have him killed.  On the other hand, if Jesus declares that the woman should be stoned, he 
places himself in jeopardy as only the Roman government had the authority to impose 
capital punishment. Jesus does not immediately answer the question, but rather bends 
down and begins writing in the sand.  Thinking that Jesus was stalling for time, the scribes 
and Pharisees press Jesus by asking him once again what he would do.  Much to their 
surprise, Jesus stands up and says let him who is sinless cast the first stone.  By implicitly 
upholding the law of Moses with such wisdom and grace, the scribes and Pharisees are left 
speechless.  After hearing Jesus’ words, the self-righteous judges realize their own guilt and 
quietly leave the temple, one by one.  With no accusers left to condemn her actions, Jesus 
encourages the woman to go and sin no more.  
  While there are many messages to be gained from this story, one may be to 
highlight that the actions of the self-righteous scribes and Pharisees are worse than the sins 
of the adulteress.  Entering the temple that day, they believed that they were morally 
superior to all others.  Their hearts were filled with hatred and malice.  They used the 
woman as a tool for their own purposes, not caring about her public humiliation.  There also 
seems to be a double standard as there is no mention of the man who participated in the 
adulterer’s affair.  If strict adherence to the law was their true purpose, should not the man 
have also been taken to the temple? This passage reminds me that I should worry about 
the log in my own eye rather than the splinter in my neighbor’s eye.  
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