
Monday, March 21st  
Luke 4: 23-30 

 
In all my years of contributing to “Lenten Meditations”, Luke Chapter 4, verses 23-30, 

truly had me pondering. I read the verses several times, I read them several more times, I 
must have read them seven or eight times. While I understood the scripture’s message, I 
truly don’t think I fully “grasped” the message! So I took it upon myself to back up to Verse 
14 and read all the way through past verse 30 to verse 37. Sort of a “reverse Cliff’s Notes” 
action if you will. But here’s the magic: it turns out Jesus was on somewhat of a “rock star 
tour” of the Holy Land, having successfully healed and taught in Galilee, prior to making his 
way to a highly anticipated visit to Nazareth. Of course by the time he entered the 
synagogue there, the crowds were “a buzz” as we might say. The people were anxiously 
awaiting “Jesus the Miracle Man”, and all were looking to see him preach at a high level, 
heal the sick, and restore sight to the blind! Here is where Jesus shows his 
“human/everyman” side, as he proclaims, “I tell you the truth, no prophet is accepted in his 
hometown”. After which he promptly healed no one, made no miraculous acts, or taught any 
life altering messages. Of course, this drove all the people of Nazareth to a place of fury! 
Jesus the “rock star” showed up in his hometown and not only played no “greatest hits”, he 
played nothing at all! He was promptly escorted to the edge of town and went on his way. In 
what I can only assume was another shock to the people of Nazareth, he proceeded on to 
Capernaum, and picked right up with some of his “best work” - amazing teaching and even 
getting rid of a man’s demon that was possessing his body. It seems obvious to me that the 
people of Nazareth saw something equally amazing in that they saw “Jesus the man”. A 
kind, beautiful man who loved his hometown and honored the prophecy of Isaiah by NOT 
teaching and performing miracles. While they may not have recognized it at the time, how 
blessed were the folks in Nazareth by simply being in the presence of Jesus? What a 
simple and beautiful thing they overlooked. All of which goes to prove that sometimes the 
“spoken word” of a rock star can be just as beautiful and moving as the “greatest hits”. Rock 
on to a Happy Lent indeed. 
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