
Monday in Holy Week 
John 12: 1-11 

 
 Who am I today? Am I a Martha or a Mary, maybe a Judas? I might just be a part of 
the curious crowd or even a chief priest trying to protect my authority. 
 Today’s reading is from John’s recounting of a dinner held at the home of Lazarus. 
Martha was serving the supper and Mary was anointing Jesus’ feet with very expensive 
perfume. Judas, being true to his character, was critical of the expense, complaining that 
the money could have been used to help the poor. He thought he knew best and was not 
deferring to Jesus’ guidance. Jesus rebukes Judas. At first I thought I would write about this 
exchange between Jesus and Judas. I pondered the balance of when and where to spend 
limited resources. But my mind kept going back to the individual characters and how I relate 
to them. Which one of these people do I resemble? 
 I would like to think I am a good balance of Martha and Mary. Over the years I have 
spent hours at our altar arranging flowers as well as many days in our kitchen working on 
receptions and the bazaar. I am a doer. I have even served fried okra to our presiding 
Bishop. On the other hand I have struggled to develop my “Mary” characteristics. I 
repeatedly wrestled with various prayer and meditation rituals. I joined a prayer group. 
Unfortunately I still can find myself behaving more like a Judas. Often I am quick to criticize. 
I find fault with people, programs, and ministries without being open and listening for God’s 
guidance. Other times I am just caught up in the crowd not focusing on Jesus but rather on 
the showy and dramatic.  
 I even find a reflection of myself in the chief priests. They were contemplating killing 
Lazarus because the crowds were drawn and amazed by the fact that Jesus had raised him 
from the dead. Their authority and power was threatened. I have never contemplated 
murder, but when I have been faced with change that disrupts or restricts my own 
comfortable status quite too often I behave badly.  
 In this story I find myself identifying with everyone, but Jesus. Today I pray that I will 
consider my actions and inactions. Who am I today? Maybe today if I center myself in 
prayer and I am open, I can try to emulate Jesus.  
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