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 Upcoming Events: 
December 1-8 Angel Tree Outreach 

  

December 1– 23 Las Posadas 

• • Online sign-up sheet available. All fam-
ilies are invited to participate in hosting the 
Holy Family (dolls) one night during Ad-
vent. 

  

December 1  Rise Against Hunger 

• • All families are invited to participate in 
this outreach event! (5:00-7:00 pm) 

  

December 4  Advent Wreath Making 

   Dinner (6:00-7:30 pm) 

  

November 24  Pageant Rehearsal 

  

Dec. 8 & 15  Pageant Rehearsal 

• • All children (K-6th) will meet in Nave  

     during the Sunday school hour (9:15 am).  

  

December 22  Children’s Christmas 

   Pageant– 9:30 am  

December 24  Children’s Christmas 

 Advent Wreath 

Making & Dinner 

  

Wednesday, Decem-

ber 4 

  

6:00-7:30 pm 

  

**Please bring clippings for 

wreaths! 

  

EYC will have prayer 
stations this Sunday 

from 5:00-7:00. This is 
a serious Sunday night  

and Joleen needs to 
know if  you will be 

there asap. On Novem-
ber 24th there will be 

no EYC and on  

November 27th there 
will be no Coffice.  

December 1st is out 
Stop Hunger Now 

event and it is encour-
aged that everyone at-

tends.  
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St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Twenty- third Sunday  Af ter  Pentecost  

THE ROLE OF VESTRY 

November  17 ,  2019  

Eagle 
St. John’s 

“Have you not known, have you not heard 
those who wait for the Lord shall mount 

up with wings like eagles.” 

 Isaiah 40:28,31 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
113 Madison Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
334-262-1937 
Fax: 334-262-1931 
  
Rector:  
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
  

Associate Rector: 
Jamie Osborne 
 

Priest Associate 
Deonna D. Neal 
  

Staff: 
Libby Poole 
     Financial Administrator 
 
Anne Tippett 
     Assistant to the Rector 
  

Christian Formation 
Sarah Collier 
     Director of Children’s  
 Christian Formation 
 
Joleen George 
     Director of Youth Ministries 
 and Parish  
 Communications 
  

Music: 
Joel Gregory 
     Organist and Choirmaster 
  

Maintenance: 
Mike Jarrell, Superintendent 
Myron Smoke, Judson George 
   

Vestry of St. John’s: 
Bill Eskridge Sr. Warden   
Jimmy McLemore, Jr. Warden 
 
 

Class of 2020 
Dick Arrington 
Georgia Holmes 
Austin Huffaker 
Alice Longshore 
Jean Smyth 
Bob Young 
 

Class of 2021 
Virginia Banister 
Richard Bradford 
Kathryn Dailey 
Mike Jenkins 
Stephanie Norrell 
Todd Westhauser  
 
Class of 2022 
John Carter 
Will Gunter 
Katie Keller 
Mary-Nelms Parsons 
Nick Prillaman 
Radney Ramsey 
Emily Wise 
 

Treasurer 
Helen Wells 
 
Clerk of the Vestry 
Anne Tippett 

Nearly 25 years ago, when our children 
were 10 and 6, we sat them down and told 
them that the family was moving to Mont-
gomery. Both of them immediately burst 
into tears and were crushed. Meg said, 
“But they are expecting me at school!”. 
Rob’s concerns were more basic, “Will we 
be able to eat there?”, imagining some wil-
derness experience. We assured them that 
we believed the decision to move was a 
good one and that we understood how hard 
it would be on them. We also assured them 
that we would help them get accustomed to 
the decision and be with them as we all 
adjusted. Carrying out the decision was not 
easy at every step but we proceeded know-
ing we had made an investment in our fu-
ture as a family and were responding to 
what we believed in our hearts that God 
was calling us to do. In time our children 
came to accept the decision as a good one. 
It took a while but it led to good things for 
all of us. And now none of us can really 
imagine what life would be like had we not 
made that decision. 
 
Vestries and Rectors are charged with 
making decisions, big and little, for their 
parishes. In a way they function as parents. 
They take on the responsibility of consider-
ing and studying matters that concern the 
congregation as a whole. That sounds a 
little top-down, hierarchical, and even pa-
triarchal or matriarchal. But it’s important 
to remember that those Vestry roles are 
held temporarily and by election. Vestry 
members are charged with parental, top-
down, hierarchical, patriarchal/matriarchal 
responsibilities but the Vestry rotates 
membership. Different people, over time, 
serve in these roles of responsibility. Their 
job is to make decisions for us.  
 
As Episcopalians, the only thing that we 
vote on as a congregation is the selection 

of the Vestry members. Then we ask those 
elected to make decisions that they believe 
will be in our best interest.  Our best inter-
est sometimes involves a course of action 
that will cost us in the short-run but lead to 
great things in the long-run. Many years 
ago, for instance, the Vestry of St. John’s 
decided to embark on a building campaign 
that was huge and full of risks. But that 
group looked into the future as best they 
could and decided that an investment was 
needed in order for us to grow. Every year 
the Vestry seeks to make an investment for 
the future of the parish. 
 
Very soon we will know the names of 
those who have been nominated to stand 
for election to the Vestry at the Annual 
Meeting on January 26. You will be asked 
to prayerfully consider those nominees and 
then cast your ballots. 7 people will be 
elected to serve and will join 14 others pre-
viously elected. Very soon after the elec-
tion, the Vestry will go apart for a planning 
retreat. There they will begin to make deci-
sions together for the year and years ahead. 
We ask you to take this process seriously 
and vote for the people you believe will 
make the best decisions for the future of 
the parish. We ask you not to just vote for 
the people you like or the people who think 
like you think. We ask you to vote for the 
people who will best fulfill their responsi-
bilities for the future growth of St. John’s. 
And then we ask you to pray for those 
elected that they may be equipped for their 
duties. 
 
This coming year the Vestry will decide 
who will serve as the next Rector of St. 
John’s. That’s a big decision. When I was 
introduced to you in 1995, none of you 
knew who I was or anything about me. No 
conversations were held with you about 
how open you might be to a short, skinny, 



Page 2  The Twenty- third Sunday  Af ter  Pentecost  

THE LESSONS: 

Malachi 4:1-2a 
Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Luke 21:5-19  

 

THE COLLECT: 

Blessed Lord, who caused all 

holy Scriptures to be written 

for our learning: Grant us so to 

hear them, read, mark, learn, 

and inwardly digest them, that 

we may embrace and ever 

hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, which you 

have given us in our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  
 

MINISTERS SERVING 
THIS  

SUNDAY 

  
ORGANIST AND  

CHOIRMASTER: Joel  

Gregory 

ACOLYTES: Stewart Miller, 
Millie Stevenson, McKay Lee, 
Easton Strickler, Ware 
McCollum, Eli Jernigan, Anna 
Stevenson, Robert Wells 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MIN-
ISTERS: Michael Clark, 
Charlotte Walker, J.R. Mar-
shall 

LAY EUCHARISTIC VISI-
TORS:  Peter Selman 

VESTRY: 7:30 Austin 
Huffaker, 10:30 Jimmy 
McLemore, Kat Dailey, Jean 
Smyth, Richard Bradford 

ALTAR GUILD: Debbie 
Schremser, Stephanie Stone, 
Melissa Carter 

PASTORAL CARE: Debbie 
Schremser, Jean Chapman, 
Christy Anderson, Dorothy 
Arrington, Theda Tankersley 

FLOWER  

DELIVERY: Melissa Carter, 
Will Gunter, Valerie Wilker-
son 

Flowers by the St. John's 
Flower Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

39 year old guy who wasn’t from around here. The Vestry, with the help of the 
Search Committee, made a decision they thought was best for the long-term health of 
the parish. It meant some change. That change took some adjustment. Their decision 
became a good one over time as the congregation supported the decision and commit-
ted themselves to that new and then very young priest. It became a good decision be-
cause we prayed and worked together to make it good. 
 
Vestry decisions are not good or bad solely due to the decision itself. They become 
good or bad based on the response of the congregation. That doesn’t mean that every 
member of the congregation has to think that every decision suits them personally. It 
does mean that the congregation works to trust and support the decisions of the Ves-
try and assumes the Vestry has more information than the congregation as a whole 
does. Vestries are not in place to do only what we want them to do. Vestries are not in 
place to make decisions that are only popular. They are in place to do what they be-
lieve is best for the long-term growth of the congregation. They are there to do what 
they believe is in line with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They are there to listen to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Hang in there with your Vestry in this upcoming important year. Lean into their deci-
sions with compassion, support, and trust. They want to do what is best. And their 
track record is mighty good. Hang in there with God in this upcoming important year. 
Lean into God’s guidance with compassion, support, and trust. God wants what is 
best for St. John’s church. And God’s track record here is mighty good. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, 
Christopher Marshall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie 
McDowell, Shirley Price, Florence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, 
George Wakefield, Frances Condit, Nan Rosa.  

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-
Burns, Gloria Hudgeon, John Robertson, Johnny Smith, Mary Linger, 
George West, Randy Rushton, Phil Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, 
Ruth Jones, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret 
(Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred 
Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Pam 
Litel, Aaron Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott 
Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm 
Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Persons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zi-
bilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, 
Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, William Hardwick Ray, Meredith 
McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie Reddick, Vaughan Dozier, 
Kay Ivey. Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that 

we might provide pastoral care. 

St. John’s 67th Annual Bazaar is November 20th from 10:00-2:00! 

Please come out and support this fundraiser. If you can volunteer 

please contact Virginia Banister at vbear9517@charter.net 

We are still in need of servers/waiters, any arts and crafts, any baked 

goods,  and people who can help the day of as porters. 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. 
JOHN’S 

  

SUNDAY 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist 

8:15 am     Breakfast  
 in the Parish House 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist 

4:20 pm Children’s Choir 

5:oo pm    EYC 

9:00 pm Compline on FB 
Live 

  

MONDAY 

12 Noon   Clergy Led Bible 
 Study in the Small 
 Dining Room 

 

TUESDAY 

7:00 am Holy Eucharist 

8:10 am Morning Prayer on 
FB Live 

8:30 am Prayer Group 

  

WEDNESDAY 

10:00 am Bazaar 

3:30 pm    Coffice 

5:30pm Eucharist  

 

THURSDAY 

 12:05 pm      Holy Unction 
and Holy Eucha-
rist 

6:00 pm Adult Choir  

  Practice 
 

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 
Required Weekly 

$35,331.16  

Received Sunday 

$39,501.24  

 

Required to Date 

$1,589,902.20  

Received to Date 

$1,493,632.32  

We are no longer accepting donations for the treasure 
attic. Thank you everyone who donated your time and 

items! 

BOOK SALE! 
All Saints’- Todos Santos Episcopal Church 

645 Coliseum Boulevard 

Proceeds benefit 

Todos Santos 

for the purchase of books for children 

 Saturday,  November 23, 2019 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Large selection of gently used Cookbooks, Fiction and Non-fiction, 

Hardbacks and Paperbacks, Puzzles, Board games, and DVDs 

Donations Needed! 
Donations of books (hardbacks and paperbacks, fiction and non-

fiction) and puzzles, board games, and DVDs. Please leave at St. John’s 

or drop off at All Saints’ to be sold at the book sale on Saturday,  

November 23. Thank you! 

Brass Polishing will be held on December 5th 

All are invited to help the Altar Guild with their brass 

polishing on December 5th at 1:00. If you can help let 

Linda know!  Linda.h.hutchinson@gmail.com 

Jule Seibels Montjoy 
Robert Emmet Seibels, Jr. 
Robert Emmet Seibels, Sr. 

Fannie Marks Seibels 
Caroline Rudulph Sellers 

Philip Allen Sellers 
Mary Elaine Morrison 

William Dayton Morrison 
Richard Wilson Montjoy 
Louise Montjoy Lathem 

The Flowers on the Altar this Sunday are to the glory of God and in 
memory of: 

The Commission on Spirituality of the Episcopal  

Diocese of Alabama Presents 

 Practicing Shalom: Experiencing and Sharing the Peace that 
Passes All Understanding.  

The Guest Speaker will be The Rev. Dr. Scott Stoner on Saturday 
November 23rd from 9:00am to 1:00 pm.  

Lunch is provided and we will be hosting as a satellite location. 
Please contact Jamie to register for the event.  

Jamie@stjohnsmontgomery.org 


